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Preface

DSS has been relentlessly building, consolidating and expanding dalit 
women movement for dignity and self-respect for the past 12 years and 

thhas stepped into its 13  year of practice.  As each year passes, DSS, has 
been revivifying itself  with innovative activities while continuing the 
basic agenda of mainstreaming the dalit women.  At the infantile stage, 
DSS was besieged only with activities of addressing violence against  
dalit women.  Though, eradicating all forms of violence against dalit 
women is important  and is the core activity  even now, as  the right to life 
is primary without which other rights are worthless.  But, the problems 
of dalit women are diverse and it entails varied activities to tackle each 
issue.  That's why in the course of organizational progress, DSS spread 
its activities and focused on dalit girl children to guarantee qualitative 

childhood and education, which is being continued with all the vigor.  For 
any spirited movement, it's necessary to shift emphasis and focus on new opportunities as they 
arise.  The advent of SCSP/TSP Act is one such opportunity that has come up. DSS swiftly responded 
to the new development and embarked upon the program of motivating the dalit women to seize the 
opportunity and transform themselves into as many entrepreneurs as possible.  We  brought out the 
Act in Telugu, campaigned in the villages, imparted trainings, conducted Round Table Conference on 
SCSP/TSP  Act and inspired the dalit women.  In the process we realized there are many hurdles in 
actual implementation of the SCSP/TSP Act, but against all odds, DSS has been successful in getting 
35  units. We propose to intensify this activity in the coming years to see that dalit women are no 
longer perceived as wage labourers but are transformed  as entrepreneurs. 

Addressing all forms of violence and breaking impunity has been and will continue to be one of the 
core activities.  During the year, there are many pathetic incidents of violence reported against 
women and girl children.  Among umpteen incidents of violence, one stands out as  ghastly and 
repulsive.  A 4-year-old dalit girl was attempted to be raped and was beaten to death by two 9-year-
old dalit boys, who videoed  the scene.   This  incident speaks volumes about the growing culture of 
sexism and violence.  This cannot be brushed away as an isolated crime or as an aberration of one or 
two boys.  This is the tip of an iceberg, indicative of not only the fast pervading decadent culture but 
also shows how this culture has percolated down to small kids.   DSS addressed as many instances of 
violence as possible and conducted Public Hearings, Round Table Conferences on Atrocities against 
Dalits, Dalit Women and Girl Children. Whenever an atrocity takes place, the administration of 
criminal justice system,  as is operated today, doesn't run on its own, it has to be pushed at each stage.  
DSS team carried on the activity of Monitoring  Relief, Rehabilitation and Trials.  Advocates forums at 
state and district levels have been formed and trained to monitor cases.  While monitoring the cases, 
to its dismay, DSS noticed that the enforcement machinery, whose duty it is to implement the SC, ST 
(PoA) Act is blissfully ignorant of the amendments in the law.  The amended Act has come into force 
from January 2016, but even after one year also the police are registering the cases under the 
redundant law.  We had to correct this anomaly by pointing out in the Vigilance and Monitoring 
Committee meetings of concerned districts.  These and other lapses have been pointed out in the 
Round Table Conference also.  To take stock of the situation, DSS  collected official data  of cases 
registered under the SC,ST (PoA) Act  in A.P and the study is in progress.
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Another, strategically important activity taken up last year was, the issue of domestic violence among 
the Dalits, as part of addressing gender based violence.  Domestic Violence is rampant, often brutal,  
in Dalit families but is mostly unaddressed.  There are no avenues for the dalit women victims of 
domestic violence.  The DV Act is not suited to the situation of dalit families.  The feminist 
organizations are not concerned with dalit women while the dalit organizations make all the hue and 
cry  only against the violence of dominant castes.  There is no one that dares to speak against 
domestic violence indulged in by dalit males, fearing that they may be branded as anti-dalit, whereas 
in essence such a fight is in essence anti-patriarchal and anti-manu dharma.  DSS decided to break the 
silence on domestic  violence among dalits and had taken up the issue.   A Round Table Conference 
(RTC) on Domestic Violence Against Dalit Women was conducted on 10 November 2017 at 

Hyderabad. The victims shared their ordeals with the jury.   

The response of the victims and the participant dignitaries was overwhelming.  It is noticed that the 
dalit males internalized the patriarchal norms of Manu Dharma to the same extent as the  dominant 
castes.  It is a contradiction in terms to fight against Manu dharma which ordains caste system and 
caste oppression, while accepting and internalizing the same with regard to women oppression.  
Manu Dharma which institutionalizes caste and patriarchy has to be rejected lock, stock and barrel or 
followed in toto.  This aspect and many other suggestions to carry on the struggle against domestic 
violence came forward in the RTC.  DSS vows to take up the issue of domestic violence in the coming 
years with the same spirit and tempo with which it has been fighting other forms of  violence on dalit 
women. 

On the economic  front, the scenario of Telugu States is not encouraging.  The governments are  
mostly concerned with political issues and welfarism is given a go bye.  In A.P. all attention is on 
building world class corporate capital city only, to the utter neglect of dalit welfare.    The budget 
allocation under the SCSP/TSP Act is meagre and even this is diverted.  Dalits have to be organized to 
bring pressure on the governments to allocate funds and grant schemes.  DSS with its experience, 
identified the loopholes and proposed amendments to the Act and procedures for streamlining the 
funds.  

As has been the practice all through, DSS joined hands with every democratic organization on issues 
and fought shoulder to shoulder with them for justice on various issues.  Various organizations 
supported DSS in its activities.  Government officials of State and district levels, representatives of 
political parties, peoples representatives, representatives of mass organizations, retired officials, 
judges, advocates, writers, academicians, media representatives and others supported and 
strengthened DSS by participating in its meetings, RTCs, Public Hearings, trainings and other 
activities.  Their participation benefitted dalit women a lot.  We heartfully thank each one of them and 
assure them that DSS continues its activities to break all barriers towards dalit women 
empowerment with their continued support.

Jhansi Geddam
National Convener 
Dalit Sthree Sakthi

th
12 Annual Report - 201706



Break the Barriers of Dalit Women Empowerment

Annual General Body meet is a regular yearly fete for all the dalit women of the target area of the two 

states to assemble and commemorate the accomplishments of the year.  Its an occasion where all the 

women from 9 districts across the two Telugu states meet and rejoice.  The mammoth gathering 

boosts the morale of everyone.  DSS organizes the event in such a way that the entire gathering spend 

the two days profitably, in terms of sharing, learning and reflecting.   Activities carried out till then, 

the relentless work done throughout the year  is brought out in the Annual Report and is shared with 

everyone during the annual conference.  Usually, high dignitaries of State and National Level and 

officials are invited to address the gathering, release the annual report and act as jury members.  Till 

now, this annual carnival of dalit women had always been conducted successfully for the last span of 
th

ten years and this is the 11  annual national conference.  Each year, the annual general body is allied 

to a relevant theme and this year it is a call to the dalit women to  break the barriers and surge ahead 

towards dignity, self-respect and empowerment.

Break the Barriers of Dalit Women Empowerment
st nd

The 11th Annual National Conference of DSS was held for 2 days on 21 & 22  February 2017 at SSS 

Kalyana Mandapam, Hyderabad.  The premises was named “Sri. Bojja Tharakam Pranganam”, in 

memory of the dalit intellectual, High Court Advocate Sri. Bojja Tharakam.The women collective 

members from both the Telugu states have participated in hundreds apart from the victims & 
st

witnesses. On the first day i.e., on 21  Feb '17 two separate round table conferences on the 

implementation of SC, ST (PoA) Act and SCSP/TSP Act were organized by involving the officials of the 
nd

concerned departments. On the second day i.e., on 22  Feb '17 a mammoth meeting was organized on 

the theme “Break the Barriers of Dalit Women Empowerment”.

On the first day Sri B Vijaya Bharathi, the former director of Telugu Academy and renowned writer has 
th

participated as the chief guest. She inaugurated the 11  Annual National Conference of DSS by 
st

hoisting the flag of DSS followed by garlanding of photos. On the first day i.e., on 21  February the 

photo of Dr BR Ambedkar was garlanded by Chelappa IAS, the photo of Savitri Bai Phule was 

garlanded by PSN Murthy IDAS, and Bojja Tharakam's photo was garlanded by Sri Satyanarayana ED-
nd

SC Corporation & Jhansi Geddam National Convener of DSS. On the second day i.e., on 22  February 

the photo of Dr BR Ambedkar was garlanded by Akhileswari Senior Journalist & Prof Ratnam of HCU, 

the photo of Savitri Bai Phule was garlanded by Venkata Rao IRTS & Ramu Naidu Chief Functionary of 

Helping Hands and the Photo of Bojja Tharakam was garlanded by Jhansi Geddam.
thThe 11  Annual Report was brought in Telugu and English languages. Telugu Annual Report was 

released by Sri Chellappa IAS and the first copy was handed over to B Baghya Laxmi – Telangana State 

Coordinator. The English Annual Report was released by Sri Kalyana Chakravarthi IAS and the first 

copy was handed over to K Vijaya Kumari – Guntur District Coordinator. 

The conference on the second day was presided over by Jhansi Geddam, National Convener and the 

other dignitaries on the dais were Akhileswari, prominent journalist; Venkata Rao, IRTS; Prof. 

Ratnam from HCU, Ramunaidu from Helping Hands Foundation; Dr. Siddojirao from Helpdesk, 

Abhirami from NDMJ; Siva Baghyarao IRS MD of Sneha groups; Vasantha Kannabhiran from Asmitha 

and Anuradha from Rainbow foundation.
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Jhansi Geddam in her presidential speech she said that Dalit Sthree Sakthi has been formed to 

mainstream the dalit adivasi women and has been on the job in the past 11 years. DSS worked with 

sectors who are the cause for the oppression of dalit adivasi women.If we need to bring a change in 

them, we need to bring a change in the mind-set of the dalit adivasi women and the entire society. The 

perspective of the women needs to change if they have to come on to the mainstream and enjoy real 

freedom. The women should first know that the relation between men & women is not sex relation 

and also make the society to understand in the same manner. It is the responsibility of each and every 

one of us to make the society know that the way it is looking at us is not correct. All these days the men 

have not treated the women as equals. The perspective of DSS is not so 

called feministic; therefore, we as DSS always look at the men as 

equals, join hands with the men and work for mainstreaming 

the dalit community and we also need to give a new 

definition for the equality of women and men. We are 

shouldering a big responsibility such as to educate our 

husband & children, ensure that they don't go towards the 

vicious culture and get habituated to drinking and at the same 

time protect our family. All these days we have been bonded & 

prioritized to the household domestic work and livelihood, but were 

not aware of the other main responsibilities. We need to gain knowledge inorder to bring a change in 

the wicked society and to overcome the challenges. The patriarchal society has commanded the dalit 

women the way she has to behave, dress up, what & how to eat, what to do and so on, therefore, we 

need to analyse and oppose gender biased norms. Ambedkar addressing the women had explained  

how should they dress, what sort of ornaments to wear, food habits etc. As Ambedkarites we need to 

walk in the path showed by him and follow his ideology. We have to be on the forefront in all aspects 

such as education, jobs, entrepreneurship inorder to come on to the mainstream.  

Venkata Rao IRTS said that in our country the development of women is very important. Everyone 

should access the resources such as education, health, food, 

skills etc equally. There should not be any gender 

disparities and everyone should be treated equally. We 

need to organize awareness meetings from village level, to 

educate our women. Once the women are educated, they 

can easily strengthen themselves and the   family. The 

employees, intellectuals and others have to support the 

movement of Dalit Sthree Sakthi to eradicate violence 

against dalit women.  

Prof Ratnam from HCU has said that the main hurdle for 

the dalit women are dalit men. The family system, outmoded norms, customs, class & gender 

disparities have oppressed the dalit women. Dalit women are the only one in the world who are 

shouldering more responsibility. It is great that the dalit women are playing an important role in the 

development of the country. Patriarchal perspective, vicious culture of depicting woman as sex object 

only,  has turned to be the main enemies for the dalit women. It is a shameful thing that even in this 

modern society the dalit women are being harassed in the name of Banamathi, witchcraft, etc. The 

dalit women should move ahead with self-confidence and achieve the aspirations of Dr BR Ambedkar. 
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It is possible for the dalit women only to take forward the 

ideology of Ambedkar in  proper direction. To build a caste 

free society and eradicate alcoholism  from the society is in 

the hands of the women. He lauded the work of DSS and said 

that on many occasions he missed the programmes of DSS, 

but today having attended the meeting, he was enlightened 

that if we join hands with DSS, then only we can curtail 

violence in the society. 

Dr. Siddoji Rao from Helpdesk has said that the governments and even the nation are not matured 

enough to treat everyone equally. The present rulers and their communities constitute 10%  only but 

are able to rule the rest of 90% by keeping them in myths. 

The consent of the 90%  is manufactured by this 10% 

through myths, false notions, media and propaganda.  90% 

of the population are toiling to enrich the economy and 

carrying out their responsibilities, while the 10% are in 

enjoying power and are in possession of rights. A small 

portion constitutes the exploiting class and most of the 

rulers and politicians come from this class. The exploited 

community fails to think analytically and hence they 

continue to remain as slaves to the rulers. He called upon to think and change the society in the 

expected manner.  

Anuradha has observed  that the responsibility lies on everyone to raise their voices against the 

violence on dalit women. She appreciated DSS for its achievements through its work in a constructive 

way right from village level and opposing all hurdles/obstacles in the society. We all need to walk in 

the footsteps of Ambedkar and build a caste free society. 

Abhirami from NDMJ has conveyed the heart felt wishes from the national team of NDMJ. She said 

that the women are facing discrimination due to class, caste and gender disparities. The dalit women 

are engaged in manual scavenging, domestic work, bonded 

labour, etc. The dalit women are falsely implicated  as 

practising witchcraft, banamathi and so on.  Referring to the 

media hype on Nirbhaya incident, she said many incidents of 

violence took place in Harayana during the same time, but 

neither the government nor the civil society had reacted on 

these incidents. The elite society projected  Gandhi & Nehru 

as the leaders for all communities and the nation, but 

portrayed Ambedkar as the leader of Dalits only.   We should 

realize the ploys of ruling classes and fight against the caste and patriarchal society with Ambedkar 

ideology and come on to the mainstream.  

Vasantha Kannabhiran from Asmitha has said that the governments are awarding the offenders 

and wrong doers instead of punishing them.  She cited the instance of  P. Appa Rao the vice chancellor 

of HCU, who was not only let off but awarded, despite his guilt in driving Rohit Vemula to commit 
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suicide.  She opined that the suicides at homes are 

actually murders. Justice is denied to the victims, 

and the perpetrators are unable to tolerate 

questioning injustice. The dalit women have to be 

strengthened still more, work honestly, remain as 

watch dogs and save themselves as well as the 

society.

Siva Baghya Rao Managing Director, Sneha Group 

of Companies has said that we all need to have 

healthy relations among us and wage a united fight 

in all angles to come on the mainstream. We need to 

focus on the political arena and grow up in socio, 

political and economic sectors.      

Declaration: 
thDalit Sthree Sakthi, which completed 11 years of its existence and entered 12  year  pledged to 

take up programmes as follows:

To strengthen and increase the awareness of dalit women and girls on the special 

enactments, by imparting  trainings.

To continue the activity of mainstreaming the dalit women as entrepreneurs and as 

part of this, to ensure that the pending proposals are sanctioned at the earliest.

ü To continue the struggle against all forms of exploitation of dalit women both at home 

and outside and to continuously pursue the pending cases in the courts until conviction 

of the culprits.  

ü To take up the issue of delays and draw the attention of the judiciary towards delays in 

rendering justice.

ü To forge a platform for organizing the youth

ü To expand DSS to new areas

ü To struggle against the exploitation of children and work for achieving a meaningful 

childhood to all children.

ü To continue to work with likeminded organizations for the advancement of the cause of 

dalit women and children.

ü To continuously interact with concerned government departments and appraise them 

of the situation. 

ü

ü

10 th
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Campaign on Gender Equality

Continuous sensitization of the people at large and the cadre on important issues is necessary.  

Ideological clarity and convincing at the intellectual level is the first step towards action.    As on now, 

majority of the populace, including women, are under the dogma of patriarchal norms, without even 

being conscious.  Socialization in traditional way, religion, culture, literature, movies and even 

educational system are all rooted in patriarchal ideology.  Hence it is necessary first to show how each 

norm and every aspect of daily life is shrouded in gender bias.   Apart from regular trainings on 

gender aspects, DSS utilises every opportunity to sensitize all concerned on gender equality.   The UN 

program of sixteen days activism against violence is one such annual event.“UN Women”, a wing of UN, 

every year calls for a widespread campaign of 16 Days Activism against Gender-Based Violence the 

world over, from 25 November, (the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 

Women), to 10 December, (Human Rights Day). DSS implements this call with all seriousness and 

campaigns for Gender Equality and against all forms of violence.  This Campaign is opportune time to 

galvanize action to put all efforts towards ending violence against women and girls in the working 

area of DSS.  DSS conducted sensitization campaigns in the villages and urban centres during this 16 
thdays activism period. To commemorate this international event, the  12  Annual District Conferences 

of DSS were held on this theme. All the District Conferences were held in the District headquarters of 
ththe respective districts. The curtain-raiser event was organized on 25  November at Hyderabad, 

th
followed by the districts up to 19  December.   Pictorial posters related to violence, discrimination of 

dalit children in education institutions, bonded labour, liquor, dowry harassment, discrimination of 

dalit women in NREGA works were designed specifically and displayed during these conferences. 

Ravindra Bharathi, Hyderabad District 
thCampaign was inaugurated with a conference on 25  November 2017 at Ravindra Bharathi 

Conference Hall, Hyderabad on Ending Violence on Dalit Women.   Chief Functionaries of various 

women organizations, selected women collective leaders of DSS from both the states, academicians, 

advocates etc. participated in the conference to air their views on the subject.   The conference was 

presided over by GDV Prakash- National Program Manager of DSS and the other dignitaries on the 

dais were Jhansi Geddam, National Convener of DSS; Dr Siddoji Rao, Incharge, SC, ST Officers Forum; 

Asha Latha - National level leader, Mahila Hakkula Vedika; Sudarshan, Associate Professor, Nizam's 

College; Sobha, Associate Professor, Government Women's College. 

GDV Prakash, National Program Manager briefed about the campaign and said that the intra and 

inter community violence against dalit women is on the rise 

and almost 90% of the dalit women are facing domestic 

violence. Therefore, DSS has been campaigning since 

August by displaying posters, slogans and organizing 

awareness meetings etc. He pointed out alcoholism of men 

is one of the main reasons for domestic violence apart from 

patriarchy, gender inequality, dowry etc. He was critical on 

the governments of both the Telugu states for promoting 

liquor sales as the chief source of governments' revenue. In 
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the rural areas majority of the  dalitmen are wasting all their earnings on liquor consumption which is 

adversely impacting the domestic finances, health and peace.  As the male is spending his earnings on 

liquor, the burden of running the home and feeding the children falls on the women, resulting in 

malnutrition due to insufficient money to spend on home needs, her ill health and no savings.  The 

health of the males also gets spoiled due to consumption of cheap liquor and additional burden of 

medical expenses is driving the families to take loans on high interest.  The entire chain of ill effects is a 

vicious circle which ultimately destroys the family.    Alarming number of people are dying due to 

alcoholism and due to frustration the women are becoming victims of domestic violence.   The state of 
th

AP stands on the top in Aids and in 8  position on violence against women.  The governments need to 

work on the root causes, instead of restraining themselves to publicity, advertisements etc. We also 

need to see that the younger generation don't fall prey to this vicious culture of liquor and 

pornography.   Therefore, we all need to build good environment and strive for violence free society.  

Ashalatha, a National level leader shared her thoughts of women empowerment and development 

in the meeting with DSS women collectives. She explained that a survey was conducted in both AP and 

TS where they had found facts that could be quite useful 

for the betterment of the livelihood in dalit families.  Of the 

large number of dalit families surveyed by them, it was 

seen that the families who owned land were leading better 

lives than others. Financial security and economic 

empowerment are much needed entities for the 

development of a community. She also expressed her 

agony and distrust in the present government and said 

that these governments are rooted in anti-dalit ideology. 

There has been an increase in violence and discrimination 

on dalits for the past three years, which is promoted by these anti-dalit governments. Dalit Sthree 

Sakthi has taken a brave step in conducting this Gender Campaign during such social conditions, 

which would help in stoping violence against dalit community, especially on dalit women. DSS would 

enrich its women collectives with Acts, Rights and Schemes 

pertaining to their need and necessity. 

Sudarshan, Associate Professor, Nizam's College, made 

his point clear that development or under-development 

has nothing to do with violence against women. He said 

that there are 20 under- developed countries where 

women are not raped at all and few countries which are 

high in drug addiction also do not have any traces of 

violence against women. He mentioned that the mind sets 

of the people should change on the perspective of gender 

equality. The usual perspective of men is to assume that men are strong by birth whereas women are 

beautiful.  Men are meant to enjoy women sexually, if not abuse them physically and mentally. Men are 

compared with strong animals like lion whereas women are compared with weak animals like deer. 

This is present situation of society that we are dealing with. These perspectives ought to change. 

Unless and until people realize that we are no more animals but human beings who can think, speak 
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and act with common sense, these perspectives of gender based violence wouldn't stop. It is the duty 

of academicians, bureaucrats and social organizations to bring out an awareness in the people 

around us. Dalit Sthree Sakthi has taken a challenging step to eradicate gender-based violence 

through this Gender Campaign. 

Sobha, Associate Professor, Government Women's College, mentioned about the Domestic 

Violence Act, which is viewed as judicial terrorism by male chauvinists and is not efficiently used by 

women who are victims of domestic violence. She said that 

Sec 498A of IPC is just a mere law on papers but has a very 

tough resistance in the society. Male chauvinists couldn't 

digest the fact that they are being punished for domestic 

violence. They feel that it is their right to hit their wives. On 

the other hand, women would bear such domestic violence, 

but would not go against the husband due to social 

conditions and marital clutches. Even the usage of words is 

so gender biased as brave, courage, etc relate to men and 

peace, timid, etc relate to women. There are about two lakhs D V cases registered but very few women 

have come forward to defend for her rights. DSS has organized this Gender Campaign, which would 

educate and create awareness amongst the dalit women so that they can fight for their own rights.

Dr Siddoji Rao, In-charge, SC, ST Officers Forum, have clarified about the aspects of violence. He 

said that there are three forms of violence – Physical, Mental and Sexual. Violence can also be justified 

as positive and negative aspects. There are instances where violence need to be used for achieving 

justice. Mother uses violence on her children to bring them to the right track. All such sorts of violence 

considered as positive aspects. One needs to use their brain and start thinking to separate the good 

from bad. Violence on women is mostly due to the sadistic nature, which wants to derive happiness 

through violence. Such sort of negative violence need to be stopped. It is our scientific need to use our 

brain and start thinking questions pertaining to WHY, HOW and WHERE which would guide us 

analytically to the solutions of our problems. Gender Campaign by DSS would provide women with 

such awareness and need to think about the issues faced by women in the present society.



Vijayawada, Krishna District
thA Conference was held on 29  November 2017 at Press Club, Vijayawada on “Ending Violence on Dalit 

Women”.   The conference was presided over by GDV Prakash- National Program Manager of DSS and 

the other dignitaries on the dais were Jhansi Geddam, National Convener of DSS; Prof. Swaroopa Rani, 

Acharya Nagarjuna University; Moka Satti Babu, DSP; Rajamani, DICCI; Kiran, General Secretary, 

APSEB Employees Association.  

Prof. Swaroopa Rani, Acharya Nagarjuna University, said that the issue of dalit women is not 

discussed by anyone and it is not considered as priority.   It is sad to note that in the recent meeting of 
st

International Women Summit,  dalit women issues were not raised. Ambedkar is the 1  person to 

raise the voice against the inequality of women, advocated for equal right of women in wealth, widow 

remarriage etc. He also discussed about dalit women on their 

vulnerability apart from introducing Hindu Code Bill. 

Ambedkar has asked dalits to change their life style such as 

stop eating dead animals and attain self-respect.He 

appealed to Dalits to concentrate on education and for 

educating the women. That is why women rallied behind 

Ambedkar and stood as back bone in his movement. 

Therefore, the children need to know the history of 

Ambedkar. He also fought against the caste discrimination 

and the oppression faced by the dalits. He fought for equality, gender equality and for the equality of 

all irrespective of caste and gender. The dalit women have been facing both inter and intra community 

violence. She faces violence at work place and at home from all the family members such as brothers, 

uncles, grandfathers, cousins, father etc. The women at home need to be cautious in examining these 

things and take necessary precautions. 

Moka Satti Babu, DSP, asked how many know about Ambedkar and dalits. He said that government is 

much bothered about the visit of Evanka rather than the issues of the downtrodden dalit women and 

today out of desperation we started discussing our own issues. The women attend to all the household 

work, attends to the children & husband and works equivalent to her husband and shares the 

responsibility of house hold expenditure but she is not treated equally. Ambedkar said, we all need to 

think of the vulnerable communities and against caste 

discrimination.At our homes girl  children face 

discrimination, they are denied food, suffer malnutrition, 

denied education and most of the girl children are dropouts. 

He said that many leaders hailed from his birth place with lot 

of awareness, but, there is lot of discrimination in wages of 

men and women and even among men the dalit  men are paid 

less than BC men.   The dalit men are facing only caste 

discrimination whereas dalit women face both caste and 

gender discrimination. The major problem in the rural areas is addiction to liquor and called for 

prohibition of liquor.   He felt that if liquor is prohibited many families will prosper and lead  peaceful 

life. Due to liquor addiction men are indulging in domestic violence. On the other side, atrocities are on 

the rise. As per NCRB, women are being raped every 18 minutes. In order to get rid of all these 
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inequalities we have two ways to choose, one is political power and other is education. Ambedkar was 

not allowed into the school during those days. But today he is a world class intellectual renowned by 
stOxford University. Columbia university survey has ranked him as 1  intellectual in the world. We need 

to gain more knowledge and should be talented and stand strong in the competitive world. In 1942 

Ambedkar organized a meeting for women and made many pro women resolutions. About 25000 

women participated in his meeting. He made many provisions for equality and many other provisions 

for all including the women in constitution in the form of  fundamental rights, directive principles etc. 

Rajamani, DICCI, said that Dalit women are facing violence 

in the house and outside the house. To overcome this, we 

need to be well educated, come into better position than 

other community people. We also need to become 

entrepreneurs to change our lives. The Police of Vijayawada 

has worked out many strategies and created apps for the 

safety of women and girl children. We need to ensure 

qualitative education in the schools. Many children are 

lacking knowledge and talent; hence, they are jobless 

though having completed PhDs, PGs etc.

Kote Prakash Kumar presented melodious songs  on the 

theme of violence against women, child marriages, child 

labour etc. He said that the drop out rate of girl children from 

the schools is going up day by day. He revealed few facts of 

the drop out situation in Nandigama area of Krishna District 

and has said that among the drop outs 90% are dalit Adivasis. 

He said that gender discrimination is one of the main reasons 

for the drop out of the dalit girl children and therefore, we all 

need to take the campaign in a big way into the villages and 

create awareness to the larger civil society.      
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Guntur District
st

Guntur district campaign commenced with a conference on 1  December 2017 at SC Corporation 

Hall, Guntur on “Ending Violence on Dalit Women”.   The conference was presided over by GDV 

Prakash- National Program Manager of DSS and the other dignitaries on the dais were Jhansi 

Geddam, National Convener of DSS; Mallikarjuna Rao, Secretary, Tourism department and Joint 

Director – Social Welfare Department, Guntur District; Sukhajeevan Babu, Project Director, Women & 

Child Welfare Department; Ankaiah, Advocate; Balaji Naik, Executive Director, SC Corporation; 

Saritha, Town DSP; Dr A Subrahmanyam, Rtd Dean of Law; Amulyamma & Mary Josphine - State 

Women Collective leaders. 

GDV Prakash explained about the objectives of the campaign.  

He said that the gender disparities are on the rise and within 

the house the girl children are being discriminated. He 

observed that violence is also on the rise in the society 

irrespective of caste and has briefed about how a four years girl 

of Dolas Nagar was beaten to death by 2 nine-year-old boys. He 

stated that the state need to shift its focus towards curtailing 

the gender disparities and eradicating violence against the 

women and girl children and it is shameful that our state is on 

the top competing with other states on violence against women. It is very sad that the state is in the 

top position of AIDs and every month 3500 youth are being identified as HIV positive.    

Mallikarjuna Rao, Secretary, Tourism department and 

Joint Director – Social Welfare Department, Guntur 

District, during his speech mentioned that the patriarch 

society is the main reason for the inequality in the society 

and oppression against women. He recollected the days 

when the parliament has rejected the Hindu Code Bill and 

Ambedkar's resignation. From then, the world has started 

thinking about the women and due to Ambedkar's 

resignation, the movement has ignited for women rights 

and their reservation bill. But since then the Women Reservation Bill has not come up or not even 

discussed. He concluded that DSS should conduct many such campaigns on Gender perspectives and 

spread Ambedkar's ideology of women.

Sukhajeevan Babu, Project Director, Women & Child 

Welfare Department cited the example of ancient Indus 

valley civilization where women were worshipped and 

respected. Even the surnames were of women which says 

that they led the society then. The history says the women 

were respected, but now the situation is different. Women 

are treated unequally and discriminated in all respects due 

to Brahmanical mind sets. Manu Dharma Sastra was burnt 

by Ambedkar in front of Parliament, which was the basic 

root for unequal treatment of women.  He noted that 

18 th
12 Annual Report - 2017



illiteracy among dalit women is very high and due to social, economic and educational backwardness, 

they are unable to utilize the reservations to the optimum level. In the villages if we appeal to them to 

send their children to schools they would question us who would feed them and reimburse the loss. 

He urged the parents not to think in terms of money and send their children to schools. 

Ankaiah, Advocate, said that the inequality has been institutionalised, therefore, dalits are being 

denied access to economic and other resources apart from atrocities and discrimination. Dalits are 

being denied justice in all aspects. Until and unless the women are educated the community as a 

whole cannot develp. Women need to come on to the forefront in education, business, jobs, politics, 

etc. The Manu Dharma Sastra in the country is institutionalized and on this basis many chauvinists 

opposed Hindu Code Bill. The governments or the rulers are depriving us of our constitutional 

entitlements.     

Balaji Naik, Executive Director, SC Corporation said that Sthree Sakthi Spurthi scheme was 

initiated by SC Corporation recently. The word dalit is a very broad word and today dalits are facing 

oppression in all aspects. The women in other communities are very sharp who could keep men aside 

and deal with many things. He quoted examples mentioning 

the difference between dalit women and non-dalit women. 

Dalit women are always in fear because of our culture, social 

backwardness which have led to the oppressions and injustice. 

Therefore, dalit women need to overcome all such aspects and 

come into the mainstream.   He appealed to the dalit 

communities to think and plan for their future on par with the 

other communities. Dalit women are very skilful and powerful. 

Recently, a politician thought of occupying the lands of tribal 

people when tribal women led a movement against the politician and got back their lands. Hence 

Women need to fight continuously for their rights and justice.

Saritha, Town DSPsaid that the history says freedom and liberty are not necessary for women. The 

history also says that women have led many movements and need to be respected equally. Positive 

discrimination, protection and welfare schemes are good, 

Acts are also good, we all need to think that where does the 

fault lies. Everyone say many things about the changes to be 

brought among the women. We talk  about protection, 

empowerment and sustainability. The youth think that 

smoking, drinking, rash driving is empowerment. She 

shared her experiences of visiting educational institutions, 

talking to students and enlightening them.  She explained 

that empowerment is the ability to think take a proper 

decision. Dressing like a man or cultivating habits like men is not empowerment. Education is very 

important, education means gaining  knowledge with values. Education means treating equally, 

respecting others, raising voice against injustice and having moral values. We need to be self-

sustained, stand on our own, earn together alongwith husband. Once we stand on our own we will 

become independent and think on our own. Women always try to blame others, whereas we need to 

think and protect ourselves. Health is much important and we need to have good health. We should 

never be depressed when others comment us, be confident have the power (physical & mental).                
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Dr A Subrahmanyam, Rtd Dean of Law said that the 
thUnited Nations has declared 25  November as Orange Day 

with an intention to end all inequalities against women, 
th

similarly, 10  December is celebrated as Human Rights Day 

to discuss on these issues to bring a change in the society. 

He took the example of his mother who was a very well-

educated lady and sent all her four daughters to education. 

This led to the upbringing of his entire family. He reminded 

the need to think about the values and with the changing 

scenario how are we treating girl child. 

Jhansi Geddam concluded the meeting remembering Ambedkar who wept many times for the 

pitiable situation of women and their inability to think about their vulnerability.

Hemalatha, District Coordinator of DSS concluded the meeting with a vote of thanks and has 

thanked all the dignitaries, media and women collective members. 
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Kakinada, East Godavari District
thDalit Sthree Sakthi has organized a conference on 8  December 2017 at Officers Club, Collectorate, 

Kakinada on “Ending Violence on Dalit Women”.   The conference was presided over by GDV Prakash- 

National Program Manager of DSS and the other dignitaries on the dais were Jhansi 

Geddam, National Convener of DSS; George Babu from DICCI; Nageswara Rao, DRO; 

Venkateswara Rao, DSP; Jaya Babu from Industries Department; Sujatha - State 

Women Collective leader. 

George Babu from DICCI said that we need to be financially disciplined, gain trust 

of the financial organization and become entrepreneurs. He said that Stand Up India 

have enabled us more access to financial assistance through banks. 

Nageswara Rao, District Revenue Officer said 

that DSS has been striving hard to curtail violence. He briefed 

many constitutional provisions, laws, reservations etc to 

curtail violence. He briefed about the Panchayat Raj Act and 

said that because of reservations many women have become 

the elected representatives of Panchayat Raj. Similarly, dalit 

women have various Special Acts, commissions to look after 

their protection and therefore they need to use all the avenues to 

the optimum level and come onto the mainstream. 

Venkateswara Rao, DSP, felt happy to be present in the meeting. He said that the entire society need 

to react on the incidents of violence. He gave an example about a cow which was always stopping a 

particular bus which has hit her calf. And another example when one inspector saw an accident and 

went away without responding. Later in the evening he came to 

know that it was his son who met with the accident.  

Therefore, whatever it may be or whoever it maybe we all 

need to respond to every situation in our lives. He narrated 

an incident where an accused killed a girl whom he sexually 

exploited. The accused was later arrested because of the 

agitation done by women organizations at the Collectorate. 

We need to change our mindset, perception, improve our lives, 

check our children, get them educated and settle them in lives. 

We need to sacrifice for the sake of families and settle at least our children, so that they will lead a 

peaceful life.

Jaya Babu from Industries Department saying that the 

situation of dalit women in South India is better compared to 

that of the North India. He mentioned the need to improve the 

living conditions of dalit families, bring change in the lives of 

dalit men and see that family is leading a peaceful life. There 

are specific departments in the form of SWD and SC 

Corporation for the betterment of dalits. We also need to 

send our children to schools for education and see that they 

pursue higher education.
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Eluru, West Godavari District
th

Dalit Sthree Sakthi has organized a Conference on 12  November 2017 at Jabilli Conference Hall, 

Eluru on “Ending Violence on Dalit Women”.   The conference was presided over by GDV Prakash- 

National Program Manager of DSS and the other dignitaries on the dais were Jhansi Geddam, National 

Convener of DSS; Sudarshan, President, Mulnivasi Teachers Federation; Sudhakar member of DICCI. 

   Jhansi Geddam, during her speech, explained the core reason for the 

meeting is to equip dalit women to take up business and transform 

as leading entrepreneurs. Economic empowerment of dalit 

women is the much-needed aspect of the hour in the present 

society. She also mentioned that there are crores of funds in the 

SC corporation which are being sent back since they aren't 

utilized. The reason for not utilizing is lack of awareness among 

dalit communities and lack of proper guidance and the non-

cooperation of banks in giving loans.  Dalit Sthree Sakthi has 

started working with DICCI for helping dalit entrepreneurs to set up business through these funds. 

Dalit women should aim towards establishing such entrepreneurship which would develop the 

community as a whole. Dalit men who work as daily labour earn more than women though the dalit 

women also work with equal strength and capability in terms of work. But dalit women play the key 

role in saving the money for the livelihood of the families. Hence, the thinking that women cannot be 

entrepreneurs should be erased in the society and encouragement should be provided for dalit 

women to grow as entrepreneurs. Dalit Sthree Sakthi aims at this single point agenda in both the 

states.  Despite the availability of funds, encouragement and other possible ways to make dalit 

women as entrepreneurs the major drawback that dalit communities face is from their leaders. The 

caste and community leaders themselves exploit the people who are being benefitted with these 

schemes. The community lacks unity. Individual and nuclear thinking has become the order of the day 

and one wishes to grow, but doesn't help others to grow. According to Ambedkar's ideology, as long as 

one's thinking is constrained to individual development, there will be no growth. Developing as a 

community ensures individual growth, which is the right way towards a better future. 

Bethala Sudarshan appreciated DSS for campaigning on gender equality in both the states and said 

that it is the need of the hour. He mentioned that in the entire world, there would be inequality with 

respect to gender. But India is the only country where discrimination and 

inequality is showed in two forms: one through caste based 

inequality and the other being gender based inequality.  He took 

examples of Islam, where a man can marry 4 women and 

Hinduism where it is allowed to discriminate women. In the 

matriarchic society women are considered to be the leading 

person in individual families. When the attacks on women 

started and when women are suppressed on all fronts, the 

society                                                                                              
              started going down. Ambedkar has clearly mentioned 

the fact that women development shall be the measure for the development of the society. When 

Ambedkar visited the Godavari districts during his reign, everyone followed him. But now, his 
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ideology is left behind and we have become puppets in the hands of dominant caste leaders who 

promote discrimination against us. He concluded mentioning that we have become the vote bank of 

people who supress us, instead of establishing our own political power. The main aim of Dalits is to 

gain and establish political and constitutional power. 

Sudhakar from DICCI, mentioned few facts of what has been happening inside the government 

regarding the misuse of SCSP/TSP funds. He said that out of 14 Innova cars that have been sanctioned 

through Industries Department 7 were benamis. This sort 

of misuse should be stopped and the actual needy should be 

helped. DICCI has promoted 3000 entrepreneurs to achieve 

their dreams. Usually, Dalits face a hard time to acquire 

loans due to lack of friendly relationship with bankers. 

DICCI acts as a bridge to ensure the friendly relationship 

between the customer and bank which ensures sanctioning 

of loan. Stand Up India is intended to promote sanctioning 

of loans to Dalit and women up to 1 crore. He concluded that 

we need to have a goal and act towards achieving it through 

hard work. This ensures economic development to individuals as well as to the community. He 

stressed that dalit communities lack unity and positive thinking which stops us from helping each 

other. When this perspective changes, the development would be inevitable. 
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Chevella, Rangareddy District:
th

Campaign was concluded with a conference on 19  December 2017 at Ambedkar Bhavan, Chevella 

on “Ending Violence on Dalit Women”.   The conference was presided over by Baghya Laxmi – DSS and 

the dignitaries on the dais were Jhansi Geddam, National Convener of DSS; GDV Prakash- National 

Program Manager of DSS; Nushitha, Representative of SC Development Department; Narasimha 

representative of DRDA; Lakshmi & Kalpana Women Collective Leaders.

GDV Prakash, detailing about the objective of the meeting  enthusiastically energised the crowd with 

slogans. He initially questioned the women who came to the meeting regarding domestic violence and 

where is it mostly prevalent. He said that men and women 

should be treated equal in all aspects and no discrimination 

should be shown on women. But what happens in the 

practical world is complete opposite of what has to happen. 

To eradicate such gender biased outlook, Dalit Sthree Sakthi 

has organised this Gender campaign along with officials. He 

provided useful statistics like 90% of dalit women are facing 

domestic violence and mentioned few examples of the cases 

that DSS has dealt with. He said that alcoholism is the main 

reason for domestic violence in dalit families. He concluded that irrespective of caste, women are 

discriminated in all aspects, but dalit women are discriminated based on caste also. Hence there is a 

strong need to create awareness and educate them towards development.

Nushitha, Representative of SC Development 

Department said that she is very happy to see Dalit Sthree 

Sakthi organizing a campaign on gender based 

discrimination. Usually, there would be meetings held after 

an incident or atrocity, but it is very rare to see such a 

campaign to create awareness. She strongly believed that 

any problem could be solved when everyone fights against 

it unitedly. 

Lakshmi & Kalpana,  Women Collective Leaders, said that this campaign had been very useful for 

them to know about their Acts and rights. It is a known fact that dalit women face discrimination 

inside the house and outside too. But very few educate on how to face such situation and act 

accordingly with legal and social consciousness. Dalit Sthree Sakthi has enriched the lives of dalit 

women with an educative campaign.

Narasimha Rao, representative of DRDA, said that the development of villages is keenly possible if 

dalits play a prominent role in village / mandal / district level meetings. He also suggested that 

domestic violence could be stopped by creating awareness and trainings. He appreciated Dalit Sthree 

Sakthi for organizing a Gender Campaign to create such awareness. He also mentioned that unity 

among dalit women could solve most of their issues.
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Jhansi Geddam, who spoke at the end, said that the main 

reason for violence against women is because of lack of 

awareness of root cause. Dalit women lack knowledge about 

the special Acts, rights and schemes. They had been living in 

those dark corners without education and awareness for 

years which made them prone to violence. It is not the officials 

who should change, but ourselves, our leaders, our thinking, 

our way of living. Unless these change, our lives wouldn't 

change. There are funds which are exclusively dedicated to 

our development. But unless we have awareness and 

knowledge to access them, no official could help us. The government need not distribute sarees, 

refrigerators or TV's or else it need not celebrate Batukamma or Bonaalu spending crores of rupees.  

It should build good schools for our children and provide qualitative education. Our children are not 

acquiring quality education. This is the reason they are staying jobless even after completion of their 

studies with degrees, post-graduation and professional qualifications in their hands. We need to be 

aware of SC/ST Acts to demand our rights and schemes in every aspect of our life. She concluded 

providing facts about entrepreneurship, other schemes thru which the lives of dalit women could get 

better. She mentioned that the Gender Campaign mainly aims at eradication of discrimination on dalit 

women and promoting them as entrepreneurs towards self-sustenance.  
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Qualitative Childhood to Dalit Girl Children 

Girl children are unwanted lot in the Indian society, due the prejudice of male preference. This has 

been so since long time and in the past decade, this madness of male preference has increased 

multifold, resulting down fall of sex ratio in many states.   This prejudice was mostly among the 

dominant castes for reasons of religious tradition, property inheritance etc.  Among Dalits /adivasis, 

till recently, this attitude of male preference didn't exist as all are wage earners and women also had 

their role to play in earnings.  In fact, bride price (oli) existed even three decades ago among dalit 

sections.  But, in the recent times, this attitude of male preference had percolated among the Dalits 

also to the same extent as it exists among the dominant castes.  Hence dalit girl child is as much 

unwanted by the family as by the society/government.  Dalit Girl children having come into an 

unwanted world have remained as the forsaken lot and are not in the agenda of both the state and 

central governments. Similarly, Dalit Girl Child is discriminated at home and treated as the 

secondary citizen. During this reporting period there are many pathetic incidents of violence 

reported against girl children and one among them being a  rape attempt on a 4-year-old girl who 

was beaten to death by two 9-year-old boys. This  cannot be seen as an isolated crime or as an 

aberration of one or two individuals.  This is the tip of an iceberg, indicative of fast pervading 

decadent/vicious/dangerous culture and the patriarchal mind set in the society. 

Hence, DSS had taken up the task of protecting and promoting the rights of dalit girl children through 

various activities.  First, it is necessary to sensitize all concerned, particularly, the community in 

villages and youth in various educational institutions. Accordingly, DSS organized various 

awareness camps among these sections.

DSS believes that qualitative childhood and qualitative education will lead to a healthy society 

without caste, class and gender disparities.  Since dalit girl children are mainly joined in Anganwadi 

centres, government schools and social welfare hostels, improving and reforming these institutions 

is the first step towards securing the health, safety and rights of the dalit girl children.  Therefore, 

DSS regularly visits the Anganwadi centers, Schools and Hostels and systematically monitors to 

ensure conducive environment in the form of qualitative childhood and education. The issues in 

these education institutions are identified and represented to the concerned authorities and 

monitored so that they are resolved. In the process DSS identified the issues as follows:    

S No No of Institutions Issues identified Representations Issues resolved
 monitored submitted

1 250 Anganwadi centers 512 23 208

2 168 Schools 278 30 96

3 40 Hostels 71 20 32

Details of few Issues resolved

· Got sanctioned Rs 10 lakhs for ZPHS at Jonnalagadda, Guntur towards the repair of flooring, 

construction of class room with AC Sheet roofing, white washing etc 
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· Approached the SP of Guntur Urban, got the School Zone Board and Zebra lines on the road for 

the school Sri Maha Kavi Tikkana Pulipaka Kamala Hanumantharaya High School in Guntur 

city 

· Got the drainage constructed properly, ensured that the gate is kept on height and the ground 

levelled at Smt. Chebrolu Maha Lakshmi Pulllaiah Municipal Corporation High School at 

Sthambala Garuvu in Guntur 

· Got the pits filled up through NREGA Works in high school and primary school at Manmarri .

· Got the water problem solved at schools in Machinapalli and Aluru.

· Got the compound wall constructed, toilets repaired and jungle cleared in the school at 

Gundala 

· The floor in anganwadi centre at Manmarri and Aluru has been repaired.

· The water problem of the Anganwadi centre at Chandanavelli and 2 centres at Thallapalli has 

been solved.

· Protective fencing has been laid for the transformer beside the Thallapalli Anganwadi centre.

· The boring pump and toilets of the Anganwadi centre at Pothugallu has been repaired.

Formats were designed for Tracking Discrimination in Educational Institutions and 

information was gathered: 

The caste prejudices and untouchability that exists in the society is replicated in schools, colleges and 

educational institutions by the children of the dominant castes, staff and villagers.  Teachers and 

fellow students routinely discriminate against Dalit children. In classes and at meals, they force Dalit 

children to sit separately and forbid them from participating in school events. Teachers force Dalit 

children to clean classrooms, offices, toilets, and urinals on a regular basis.  DSS has done the ground 

work to design formats and gather information for tracking discrimination in educational 

institutions:

u Discussed situation in educational institutions on various platforms, consulted academicians, 

Parents, Children and Team and prepared two types of formats for tracking discrimination 

and finalized them with team and Women Collectives.

u One format for information to be collected from the children and the other format for 

information to be collected from School Headmaster/mistress.

u Conducted meets with students in villages and procured Data on discrimination in the 

prescribed format.

u 600 students were met in their respective villages by CLOs, CSOs & Team members and 

documented the information in 40 formats

u 40 Head of the schools interviewed and collected information as per the format
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The output of the information procured from about six hundred children belonging to 

40 schools spread over 2 districts from both the Telugu states is as follows:   
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Details of few incidents of violence on dalit girl children

Garnepudi Sravana Sandhya –Suspicious Death

Details of  Deceased

Name of the Deceased/Age : Garnepudi Sravana Sandhya/ 17

Caste : SC, Mala

Village : Gopayapalem

Mandal : Amruthaluru

District : Guntur 

State : Andhra Pradesh

Details of Accused:

Name of the Accused/Age : Management of St Mary's Women's Engineering

College

Village : Budampadu

Mandal : Guntur

District : Guntur 

State : Andhra Pradesh

Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 28/2/2017

Place of Incident : St Mary's Women's Engineering College

Type of Atrocity : Suspicious Death 

Date of lodging the first complaint : 28/2/2017

Date of FIR : 28/2/2017

F. I. R No. : 94/2017

Police Station : Nallapadu

Sections applied in the FIR

a)  I. P. C : Nil

b)  SC/ST (PoA) Act, 1989         :             Nil

c)  Other : 174 of CrPC

Details of the Case:

Ms. Sravana Sandhya (17) SC Mala by caste is the daughter of Garnepudi Rajkumar and Jayalaxmi of 

Gopayapalem hamlet of Moparru Gram Panchayat in Amruthaluru mandal of Guntur District.   After 
th

completing 10  class, in July 2016 Ms. Sravana Sandhya joined in Polytechnic Diploma in Engineering 

(CSE) at St Mary's Women's Engineering College, Budampadu.  She stays in the hostel Room No. 401 in 
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th st th
the 4  floor. On 21  February, she went home for holidays on the eve of Mahashivaratri.  On 27  of 

February morning around 9 a.m., her father Rajkumar dropped her back in the hostel and went away.   

On the same day, Sandhya called her parents thrice and the last call was at 7.30 p.m on that day. 
thOn the fateful day, i.e. on 28  February around 6.30 a.m. Rajkumar received a phone call from St. Mary's 

Hostel Staff stating that his daughter has fallen down and asked him to come immediately. Rajkumar 

informed to his brother David and requested him to go. Since their sister Soundarya Devi works as a 

nurse in Guntur, David called her and asked her to attend injured Sandhya.   Soundarya Devi went to St 

Mary's College and came to know that Sandhya was moved to Tulasi hospital at Guntur.  Soundarya 

Devi reached Tulasi hospital at about 8.45 am and went into the ICU, noticed that Sravana Sandhya was 

dead and she had injuries at back and rupture on both sides of the neck, a small scar on the leg.  At that 

time a warden, RMP doctor, one student and one more staff were present there.  When Soundarya Devi 
thquestioned them, they informed that Sandhya slipped her legs and fell down from 4  floor, there was a 

book on one side and a bucket on the other side.  As she informed of pain in the legs we immediately 

brought her to the hospital in the auto and joined her in the ICU.   In the meantime, the college staff 

slipped away and the hospital authorities informed that Sandhya was brought dead to the Hospital.   

Around 9.30 a.m. one lecturer called the father of the deceased Rajkumar and said that his daughter 

slipped in the bath room and was joined in ICU and questioned why none of them came?  

Learning the news of death, the villagers in hundreds came to the hospital and agitated demanding 

justice.  A case was registered in Nallapadu PS under 174 Cr.P.C. The police lathi charged wildly on the 
st

agitators and they even lathi charged deceased parents also.  The inquest was done on 1  of March, 

followed by postmortem. 

It is stated in the inquest report that Ramkoteswara Rao the watchman heard a big sound “dhab” at 
th6.20 am on 28  February 2016 and when he came and saw it was Sravana Sandhya who was lying on 

the ground. He immediately called Sivanarayana the gardener, kept him near Sravana Sandhya and 

went up to call the warden Padma Sudha. Warden Padma Sudha, Paisarapati Bhagya Sudha, Pothala 

Jyotsna, Aluri Siyon Kumari came down and spoke to Sravana Sandhya.   According to them, she replied 
ththat “her soap fell away and while trying to hold it she slipped from the 4  floor and fell down.  Later the 

RMP doctor came and examined Sravana Sandhya and advised to move her to hospital as the condition 

was critical, hence she was moved to the hospital and by the time they reached the hospital at 8.00 a.m., 

the doctor at hospital declared that she was dead. The inquest report also states that there are no 
thgrievous injuries to suggest that she accidently fell down from the 4  floor.   

Findings: 
th

ü The Investigation Officer has stated that she has slipped and fallen down from 4  floor 

while she was tossing the soap.
th

ü There is no evidence suggesting that Sandhya has fallen down from 4  floor. She neither had 

such serious injuries nor any pool of blood at the spot. 

ü There are ruptures on the both sides of the neck indicating that her throat was squeezed. 

ü The hostel staff moved the body in an auto to Tulasi Multi Super Specialty Hospital and one 

A. Visveswara Rao has stated that she was seen alive until 8.a.m. in auto
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ü The parents of the deceased were informed around 6.20am, whereas she was moved to 

hospital very late i.e., around 8.00 a.m. 

ü By the time the aunty of the deceased arrived to the hospital at about 8.45am, the staff of 

the college slipped away

ü The body was moved very late to hospital and that too in an auto. It indicates that the delay 

was to destroy evidence

ü Though Sravana Sandhya was brought dead to the hospital, still she was kept in the ICU, 

which means all have colluded to tamper the evidence 

ü The injuries mentioned in the inquest report indicate that they are not caused due to falling 

down from fourth floor to ground floor  

ü The postmortem report indicates that it is not done properly and the time of death is also 

not stated specifically

ü As stated by the mother of the deceased, Sandhya never wakes up before 7am hence there 

is no chance for her daughter to use the soap so early

ü Similarly, her daughter never wakes up for urinals in the night, therefore it is suspected 

that she has been strangulated to death in the mid night in her room.

ü The post mortem was not video graphed, which has to be done as per the Act and the police 

have once again failed in taking precautions to safeguard the evidentiary proofs 

ü Even the inquest report indicates that it has been well planned and well written

Action to be taken: 

Ø Re-post mortem to be done by a team of doctors, similarly FSL tests to be done

Ø A special officer need to be appointed to investigate the case and also the recent developments 

in the college.

Ø To register a case on the college management under SC, ST (PoA) Act

Ø To register cases under Sec 4 of SC, ST (PoA) Act against the police and other government 

officials involved

Sravya – Murder

Details of the Deceased:

Name of the Deceased /Age : Vellaturi Sravya (4)

Caste : SC Madiga

Village : Dolas Nagar

Mandal : Tadepalli

District : Guntur

State : Andhra Pradesh
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Details of the Accused

Name of the Accused / Age : Rebbavarapu Yasvanth Kumar (9)

Gollapudi Sujit (10)

Rebbavarapu Prasanna Kumar (7)

Caste : SC Madiga

Village : Dolas Nagar

Mandal : Tadepalli

District : Guntur

State : Andhra Pradesh

Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 25/8/2017, 2pm

Place of Incident : Upstairs of the Church in Dolas Nagar

Type of Atrocity : Death due to beating

Date of lodging the first complaint : 25/8/2017

Date of FIR : 25/8/2017

F. I. R No : 345/2017

Police Station : Tadepalli PS

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C                                                          : 174 Cr PC; Altered to Sec 302 of IPC

Brief Details of the Case:

Vellaturi Mariadas and his wife Jyothi SC madiga by caste are the residents of Dolasnagar, Tadepalli 

mandal of Guntur district in Andhra Pradesh. They have two sons and a daughter namely Kiran (9), 

Charan (7) and Sravya (3). Mariadas does painting work and Jyothi stays at home taking care of the 

domestic work. On 25/8/2017 being Vinayaka Chavithi festival it was holiday for Schools and 

Anganwadi centers. All the children were playing outside and on the other side there was lot of sound 

due to the drum beats and loud speakers of the Ganesh festival. Around 2pm on the same day Sravya 

was playing on the road. Vellaturi Amen uncle of Sravya was talking to someone over phone by 

standing on the terrace of their house. He noticed that one boy Rebbavarapu Yasvanth Kumar (9) was 

holding the hand of Sravya and taking her towards the main road along with Sujit and Prasanna 

Kumar. Later Amen noticed that Sravya was running around the second-floor of terrace of the church 

under construction and Yasvanth running behind her. Amen thought that they were playing and went 

back to his work. Around 3pm on the same day i.e on 25/8/2017 Yasvanth came to the house of Sravya 

and was calling her brother Charan. Charan's grandmother Seshamma scolded Yasvanth and sent him 

away.  Yasvanth again came towards the front gate and informed Charan that his sister Sravya is found 

dead on the terrace of the church. Charan went up on to the church building and noticed that his sister 
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was lying naked in a pool of blood. Charan ran back  home and informed about the matter to his 

brother, mother and grandmother. MallavarapuTeja (23) reached first on to the second floor of the 

church and lifted up Sravya and brought her down.  Sravya's uncle Amen took Sravya from the hands 

of Teja and took her to NRI hospital along with Gollapudi Rajesh S/o  Mohan Rao, Yenuberra 

Ravikanth S/o Ananda Rao. At about 6pm in the evening of the same day as they were moving Sravya 

to Manipal hospital for better treatment she passed away.

The crime was executed by RebbavarapuYeswanth Kumar (9) and Prasanna Kumar (6), sons of 

Mr. Suresh Kumar and Gollapudi Sujit (10). In this incident Yeswanth Kumar and Sujith kept Prasanna 

Kumar near the steps of the Church building to keep watch and they removed the frock of Sravya. 

Sravya escaped from them and started to run. Yeswanth Kumar and Sujit picked up a wooden stick and 

chased her.   They  beat Sravya on the forehead and other parts of the body one after the other and they 

also took video of the incident. Sravya fell down with grievous injuries and had severe bleeding. They 

dragged her body, slipped away assuming that she was dead. Later Yeswanth Kumar went to the house 

of Sravya and informed to her  brother that Sravya was found lying dead on the Church terrace.       

Rebbavarapu Suresh Kumar father of Yeswanth Kumar has migrated over to this village from 

Sattenapalli. The villagers informed that he was accused of two murders while in Sattenapalli and 

migrated to Dolasnagar four years ago. He is considered as very notorious and his elder son Yeswanth 

Kumar imbibed those characteristics as a child. All the residents around  are afraid of him. It is 

rumored  that Yeswanth Kumar drinks the liquor left over by his father, always carries the cell phone 

and shows blue films to children, eats gutka while bringing it for his father. It was alleged that earlier 

to this incident, Yeswanth had broken the head of two children, behaves indecently with girl children. 

Yeswanth's behavior is so awkward that once he showed RS 10/- to a 60 years old watch woman of the 

church and asked her to come to him.      

Interventions:

ü Conducted fact finding

ü Followed up with the concerned officers on investigation

ü Organized awareness meetings in the village  

Present status:

ü Post mortem report confirms death due to injuries

ü Juveniles yet to be taken into custody 

Demands: 

ü The juveniles to be presented before the Juvenile Justice Board

ü To create awareness to the police department on the J J Act

ü To establish an observation home in Guntur district as all the juveniles are referred to the 

home at Vijayawada

ü The concerned authorities to organize awareness meetings for the children, youth and 

parents.  
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Cheating in the Name of Love

Details of the Victim:

Name of the Victim/s : Taluka Revathi

Village : R/o 12-1-1-c/114/49/3 ChandrababuNayudu

                                                                              Colony (JNNURM) Shivalayam Temple Street, Lalapet,

Mandal : Malkajgiri

District : Hyderabad

State : Telangana

Details of the Accused

Name of the Accused / Age : Sunkesula Saikumar and Basha

Caste : BC

Village : Lalapet,

Mandal : Malkajgiri

District : Hyderabad

State : Telangana

Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 04/01/2017 around 5 pm

Place of Incident : Lalapet

Type of Atrocity : Cheating in the name of love

Date of lodging the first complaint : 05/01/2017

Date of FIR : 05/01/2017

F. I. R No. : 05/2017

Police Station : Lalaguda

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C                                                        : 366(A), 376(2)(n)

SC/ST (PoA) Act, 1989         : 3(1)(2)(V)

Other : 5 r/w 6 of POCSO Act 2012

Details of the Case: 

Taluka Ramulu(45) and Taluka Madhavi(40) are residents of Lalapet, and have migrated over to 

Hyderabad 30 years ago.  They used to live in a small hut, until they got sanctioned a house under 

JNNURM. They shifted to the new house with their children (2 Girls & 2 Boys). Their elder son & 

daughter are married. Ramulu is an auto driver and Madhavi works as housekeeper on outsourcing 

basis. 
th

Ramulu's younger daughter Taluka Revathi was studying 10  class in a private school Vidyodaya 

School at Lalapet. There is an open place in front of the school where 5-6 young men usually sit and 
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indulge in stalking the school going girls. Sunkesula Saikumar, one among them, started to make 

friendship with Taluka Revathi. He used to wait for her while passing the road, walk alongwith her, 

while she was on her way to school and proposed that he is in love with her.  Initially, Revathi didn't 

agree and explained the difficulties in getting married, as he belongs to BC community and she is a 

minor from SC community. Hence, both their parents wouldn't agree for marriage.  But over a time, 

she responded positively as he convinced her that he would take care of all those matters and 

promised to marry her. 

Ramulu having come to know about the matter warned Revathi not to be friendly with him and not to 
thmeet him. This was on 4  January. But, instead of heeding to her father's advice, Revathi got angry on 

th
her father and informed Sai Kumar that she wants to come out of the house. On the same day i.e., on 4  

January 2017 at about 5pm in the evening, Revathi took Rs. 500/- from her parents to pay for tuition 

fee and left the house saying that she was going for tuition but did not return back. Her parents 
th

searched for her at the houses of friends and relatives, but couldn't trace her. On 5  January 2017 

around 3pm Revathi's father lodged a complaint in Lalaguda Police Station.
thOn the same day i.e., on 5  January Sai Kumar and Revathi fled to Tirupati along with Sai Kumar's 

thfriend Basha. On the next day i.e., on 6  January Saikumar, Revathi and Basha, moved over to 

Anathapur from Tirupati and stayed there for 15 days in a room. During this period, Saikumarhad sex 

with Revathi.   As they were having sex without getting married, Basha felt that her parents should be 
thinformed and on 18  Jan 2017 insisted her to call her parents. Revathi called and informed their 

whereabouts to her father Ramulu. Ramulu immediately took the help of Police and reached 
th th

Anantapur on 19  of January and brought back Revathi, Saikumar and Basha to Hyderabad on 20  of 

January. 

Action to be taken: 
nd

· Arrest of the 2  accused

· Protection and rehabilitation of the victim

· Compensation to be paid

Pooja – Rape of a Minor Dalit Girl

Details of Victim:

Name of the Victim/Age : Maddela Pooja (17)

Caste :     SC, Mala

Village : HNo: A-7-15, Rajarajeswari Nagar, Old Bowenpally

Mandal : Bowenpally

District :     Hyderabad

State :    Telangana 

Details of Accused:

Name of the Accused/Age :     Raju (22) and Sai Kiran (27)

Caste :     BC Mudhiraj
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Village : Rajarajeswari Nagar, Old Bowenpally

Mandal : Bowenpally

District :     Hyderabad

State :    Telangana

Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 15/05/2107 around 6pm

Place of Incident : Rajarajeswari Nagar, Old Bowenpalli

Type of Atrocity : Rape

Date of lodging the first complaint : 15/05/2017

Date of FIR : 16/05/2017

F. I. R No. : 153/2017

Police Station : Bowenpalli PS, Hyderabad 

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C : 376(1) & 506 

 SC/ST (PoA) Act, 1989         :  3(2)(v)

 Other :  3 r/w 4 of  POCSO Act 2012

Details of the Case:

Maddela Pooja (17) SC, Mala by caste is the third daughter of MaddelaGitha w/o Satyanarayana (late). 

They are the residents of H No: A-7-15, Rajarajeswari Nagar, Old Bowenpalli, Hyderabad. The first 
thtwo daughters are married. Pooja studied upto 8  standard and discontinued the studies. Pooja and 

her mother work as domestic servants in the nearby apartments. Githa's in-laws have migrated to 

Hyderabad at about 50 years ago and used to work in the house of a Muslim family. Later they started 

to cultivate 5 acres of land belonging to the Muslims and earn their livelihood from it. Since the past 

12 years, the employee's society of Praga Tools took control of this land and appointed P. 

Satyanarayana as watchman. 

One Mr. Raju works in a tent house and had been observing  Pooja who passes by the tent house daily. 

Raju some have procured her phone number. Pooja's mother used to leave the cell phone at home and 

go for work. Hence Raju used to call  Pooja in the absence of her mother and talk to her regularly. Raju 

proposed to Pooja that he is in love with her and promised to marry her. Pooja trusted Raju and 

yielded to him 3 months earlier to the incident.  Meanwhile, Raju left the tent house and joined as 

driver. They became closer and in the past three months Raju had sex with Pooja for 5 times. 
th

On the day of incident i.e., on 15  May 2017, Pooja was rearing goats in an isolated place behind her 

house. Sai Kiran a cab driver and  friend of Raju noticed Pooja and made gestures to Pooja asking her 

to come. Pooja didn't respond to him and returned to her house. She called  Raju and informed him 

about the matter, at that time Raju & Kiran were together, Raju told Pooja to go with him which she 

refused. Kiran took the phone from Raju and blackmailed Pooja that he will reveal her affair with Raju 

to her mother.   Pooja yielded to the threat and  agreed to go with Kiran. She went around 6pm into the 

bushes at the Dairy Farm road behind their house. Githa returned  home from work and  finding that 
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Pooja has not come back home though it was late, Githa took her elder daughter and searched for 

Pooja, but couldn't find her. They returned back to home, informed  their relatives and searched for 

Pooja alongwith her relatives, but in vain. 

Later at about 8pm called the police and complained about the matter. The police swung into action 

and searched for Pooja in the nearby bushes and found a purse, RC Book, license and photos belonging 

to Sai Kiran, but couldn't find Pooja. The police went back. Githa approached the police station at 
thabout 11pm on 15  May and lodged a written complaint and reached back to home at about 0.30 hrs. 

Kiran raped Pooja, left her and escaped away having noticed that Pooja's mother and sister were 

searching for her. Pooja, having noticed her mother and police searching for her was hiding behind  

the nearby pile of stones and slowly came back to  home after everyone left and sat at the back side. 

Around 1am in the late night Githa's elder daughter took a torch light and again started to search for 

Pooja and she found her at the back side of their house. Pooja told them what all happened. 

Immediately they called  the police station to inform about her, but nobody  answered the phone. 
th

On the next day i.e., on 16  May the police came around 10am to Githa's house. Pooja went to the police 

station and lodged a complaint on Raju and Sai Kiran.                   

Action to be taken: 

· Protection to the family members of the victim

· To preserve the evidences of Sai Kiran, found in the place of occurrence by the police 

· Compensation and rehabilitation to be provided

· Action against the police for not taking action immediately

Public Hearing on 

Discrimination & Atrocities Against Dalit Children in Schools

The Public Hearing on Discrimination & Atrocities Against Dalit Children in Schools was held on                
th15  December 2017 at Press Club, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh. The dignitaries on the dais were V. 

Ramulu Secretary AP Social Welfare Residential Institutions, N Geetha Deputy Director – School 

Education, Krishna Kumar – Member SCPCR, V Ranga Rao Retd Principal, K V Prasad Rao – RIO, 

Intermediate Board (Retd), K Bhaskar Rao General Secretary of Lecturers Association, B Sudarshan – 

MulnivasiTeachers Federation President, P John Raj – Member CWC, Judith Anne from NDMJ, Jhansi 

Geddam – National Convener of Dalit Sthree Sakthi. 

B Rani the Mount Everest Climber, K Keerthi, M Venkateswari were part of the jury. The program was 

presided over by GDV Prakash Program Manager of Dalit Sthree Sakthi. 

A copy of Jury kit containing the discriminatory practices, infrastructure, mid-day meals and water, 

uniforms and note books, continuous comprehensive evaluation, formative and summative 

assessments was handed over to each of the dignitaries. Various violations including the caste 

discrimination practices by caste Hindus (donors of schools), cleaning of the class rooms, premises, 

toilets, specific incidents of mid-day meals were detailed to the dignitaries. Similarly, Sri Sudarshan 

the senior Head master has detailed about the lapses in CCE, examination system, bio metric system, 
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non-payment of bills for mid-day meals and has suggested to bring in a system which suits our 

situation.  

Jhansi Geddam the National Convener and GDV Prakash National Program Manager have 

briefed each and every aspect mentioned in the jury kit by coating an incident to each violation. They 

said that unless and until qualitative education is provided to the future citizens, they can't build a 

strong nation. They also detailed about the findings of the report which were shocking. For example, 

at the Anganwadi level the SCs and STs children comprise of 60% whereas it is only 30% when it 
st st

comes to 1  standard and is still lesser in  classes above 1  class.  This is due to poor quality of 

education and discriminatory practices.

Response from the Dignitaries: 

Col. V Ramulu,Secretary AP Social Welfare Residential Institutions said that the SC, ST children 

have a great potential and it is necessary to tap it through proper education and training.  He  cited the 

b r i l l i a n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  

Kuchipudi, Kolatam and Karate 

for 24 hours continuously by 

7000 SC/ST girls, which was 

recorded in Gunnies World 

Records. Similarly, two children 

have climbed Mount Everest in 

2017. Likewise, in the recent 

sports held at China SC, ST 

children performed well and 

proved that dalit  children can do 

as better as anyone, given the training and opportunity.  He commented, that it is painful that the 

media has not focussed the achievements of dalit children as much as it does for others. He called 

upon the children to face all the challenges and showcase themselves on to the fore front and appealed 

to the parents to stand by them and imbue confidence. The children are facing problems at the time of 

admission and felt that if the process is transparent more children will get seats.  He stressed the need 

for hygienic conditions and necessary infrastructure should be provided in the schools as the result 

depends on a conducive environment. He explained about the pathetic situation and narrated an 

incident saying that the children are forced to forego food for the sake of toilet.  Similarly, due to 

insufficiency of toilets, children are formed into  groups to access the toilet. The cleaning 

responsibility of the toilets is put on the students due to inadequate funds. He suggested the service 

organizations to bring pressure on the management for the appropriate and adequate provision of 

infrastructure. He also narrated that in an enquiry, it was revealed that the teacher had beaten the 

students severely.  Suspecting some foul play, the secretary himself went for the enquiry and the 

children revealed that the teachers have threatened them to say that it was their mistake. Therefore, 

he appealed for all the stake holders to come together and work out a comprehensive plan of action to 

rectify all violations. 

Bhaskar Rao, General Secretary of Lecturers Association said that the government of AP under 

the pretext of rationalization is closing down the schools and 70% of the schools closed are from dalit 

colonies. Due to the closure of the schools, conveyance has become a major problem for SC students to 
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travel to other far away schools. Similarly, 25 social welfare hostels have been closed last year and 

equal number were closed during this academic year. The biometric system has become a hurdle for 

the students as they do not have all the required atmosphere to use the system effectively. A 

conducive atmosphere is necessary to build the personality of a child, hence a comprehensive 

approach from the perspective of the students is necessary for good education. 

Sudarshan, President of Mulnivasi Teachers Federation said that children having white ration 

cards are studying in corporate schools which is an indication that they are from well off families and 

they are not eligible for white ration card. Therefore, the government need to ensure that their white 

ration cards are cancelled.  He commented that, Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE), 

which is good and needed has been stopped by central government.  Likewise, Clip and clap program, 

which has been implemented successfully also was stopped by the government.  He was critical on 

the non useful schemes that are brought about 

by the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA).  He opined 

that such irrelevant schemes are being brought 

as the staff of SSA do not have the perspective 

and knowledge on the schools and the students. 

Therefore, it is better if they visit the schools, 

gain knowledge and then plan the schemes 

accordingly.    He said there is a plan of the 

corporate schools  behind the policy of closing 

down the government schools. The idea of the corporate schools is to demand of Rs. 5000 per child 

per annum towards fees to admit them in their schools and close the government schools.  Already 

375 hostels were closed. The corporate schools have marketing teams to attract the students from the 

closed schools and hostels.  Speaking on the financial and budgetary aspects, he pointed out that the 

toilets cleaning budget is inadequate and is paid once in a year.   Likewise, the Mid-Day-Meals bills are 

not paid on a monthly basis. Requisite number of teachers are not appointed in schools even though 

posts are vacant.   Regarding discrimination of Dalits, he said that the SC, ST students are selected 

only for individual sports and are not selected for games or are not allowed in the teams.   Added to 

these issues corruption is rampant and the wardens of social welfare hostels have to bribe SWD staff, 

media, leaders etc. He ridiculed the GO 8 concerning examination system which prescribes only 

multiple choice questions which is not proper method.  Any proper examination method should test 

the student through questions of all types, including bits, short & long essay questions etc. Any 

systems/ policies have to be developed by the concerned stake holders who are involved but 

unfortunately now the policies are made by the persons whose children are not studying in the 

government schools. 

Geetha, Deputy Director of School 

Education has said that the department is 

very keen to implement the policies effectively 

and a comprehensive approach is being made 

to provide qualitative education. The 

government is serious in strengthening the 

existing primary and high schools and to 

improve the quality, curtail unnecessary 
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expenditure and the schools with very less strength are being merged with the schools nearby. She 

also stated that the government is open for suggestions and innovative models to improve the existing 

education system. She once again appreciated Dalit Sthree 

Sakthi for this initiative and wished them all success in their 

future endeavours. 

V Rangarao, K V Prasada Rao RIO, Retd, P John Raj and 

Judith Anne have said that the roots of education are bitter 

but its fruits are sweeter. The practice of caste 

discrimination is still there in the villages and is also existing 

in some schools. Dalits face problems at every stage of their 

lives and proper steps need to be taken to bring them out of 

their vulnerabilities. The government often tries to portray 

wrong figures by hiding the facts, therefore, we always need 

to be alert with knowledge of the ground realities and see 

that the government goes in the proper direction. Education 

is the important aspect to build a person and mainstream 

him/her. Therefore, we all need to make a collective effort to 

ensure that qualitative education reaches poor children.

The children from various schools namely Chandrika, Honey Joyce, Haritha, Vijay have also shared 

their experiences saying that they like to study in school very much and are with firm determination 

to pursue higher education and fulfil their dreams whereas, the situation in the schools and hostels is 

not encouraging.They said that sweeping, cleaning and lack of other basic amenities is very insulting 

to them.  They stated that this compulsion is highly unwarranted and disturbing their concentration 

on their education. 

B Rani the Mount Everest Climber has said that she hails 

from a family that eke out living as daily wage labour. She is a 

product of Social Welfare Residential institution and said 

that she is very thankful for the management in giving her an 

opportunity and necessary support for climbing the Mt. 

Everest. She said that her parents encouraged and allowed 

her adventure, knowing that the chances of returning back 

alive are very less. She narrated the minute detail of the 

trekking on to mount Everest and that she has come across 

more than 200 dead bodies on her way up to the mountain. According to her the happiest moment 
ndwas 22  May 2017 when she reached the top of Everest after climbing 8848 meters and hoisting our 

flag. She concluded saying if one possesses firm determination  can easily achieve their aspiration. 

Dalit Sthree Sakthi team and State Women Collective leaders gave a standing ovation to Rani and she 

was felicitated amongst loud applause.    

42 th
12 Annual Report - 2017



43
th12 Annual Report - 2017



Awareness Camps in Educational Institutions

Dalit Sthree Sakthi had organized Awareness meetings in educational institutions to create 

awareness among them and enlighten them on dangers of  vicious culture of movies, crime and sex, 

that is spreading fast as well as  discrimination and gender aspects. The awareness Camps were 

organized in the months of November & December 2017 in both the Telugu States. The principals of 

the concerned schools have presided over the youth camps. The teachers and the students have 

participated actively and there was very good interaction between the students and DSS team. All 

these youth camps were addressed by Jhansi Geddam – National Convener and GDV Prakash – 

Programme Manager.

Jhansi Geddam, said that DSS team often interacts with students of schools and colleges as they are 

the future generation and backbone of the nation. She said that we need to go ahead according to the 

constitution and need to perceive things irrespective of class, caste and gender. She said that the youth 

constitute a huge percentage in our country's population 

and they are the symbol for power, energy, skill, enthusiasm, 

innovation etc. A nation having all this is considered to be a 

strong and wealthy nation, whereas, unfortunately that's not 

the case with our country.

She said that the children have left their homes, parents, 

villages and came all the way to study.  As said by the 

students, if it is hard work that fetches good marks then there 

should be a reason why all students are not scoring good 

marks. Therefore, the students need to check for the reasons.  Striving hard and going for higher 

studies enables them to get good jobs and thus better social and economic status.  

She said, at homes, when parents struggle to manage their own children, one can imagine the task of 

teachers to manage such huge number of students in schools.  It  is not an easy task for teachers and 

they invest all their energies on the students. Above all making everyone perform well is not so easy 

for the teachers. Being a teacher is strenuous in all aspects. Continuing her interaction, she asked 

them to say the names of some of the present top cine heroes and heroines. There was immediate and 

loud response from the students.  Later she asked them to name some of the national leaders. The 

response from the students was very mild and only a very few students responded and even they 

could say the names of very few leaders. She advised the students  to respect their teachers and not to 

imitate movies and make fun of them.  Movies are portraying the scenes of insulting and making fun of 

the teachers which is being learn and imitated by the students.  She told them that as children they 

think the roles played by the heroes and heroines are true and is applicable in real lives.  The children 

should know that it is not the movie actors but the leaders who work for the society are real heroes.  

The autobiographies of great leaders like Dr. BR Ambedkar, Sardar Valla Bhai Patel, Jyothi Rao Phule, 

Jawahar Lal Nehru should be read and imbibed in their lives and students should walk in the path 

shown by them.  On the contrary, as it is easily accessible, the students are dreaming of the movie 

heroes and heroines, imitating the path shown in movies.  

It is true that the society is not able to provide conducive environment as the students have said 

honestly in the beginning of the interaction.  The standards are falling down in  social, political, 
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economic, educational and all other systems. The responsibility of changing these systems lies on 

present generations.  For the present generation to be good, the present systems in the society have to 

be good.  But the fact is that they are all fraudulent and have become a burden on the children 

confusing them in choosing their paths.              

There is misery, troubles, problems and vicious culture in the society.  This is prevalent in the poor and 

downtrodden communities.  In order to eradicate these negativities completely and for the society to 

flourish without caste, class and gender discriminations, proper systems should be established by 

these future generations for the students.  To achieve this goal, the students have to concentrate 

completely on studies and become IAS, IPS officers, educationalists, scientists, industrialists.  The 

discrimination in the society is so evident that, in many educational institutions when DSS is 

conducting youth camps, girl and boy students are made to sit separately.  Afraid of the vicious culture 

and gender based discrimination, teachers are afraid to make them sit together.  The present 

generation has a sharp brain which is being used more on negativity.  If the students learn to put their 

thoughts in a positive way, they can change the negativities of human relations.  This makes it possible 

for them to take good care of their parents, have a happy family and thus a happy society.  

GDV Prakash said that in most of the educational institutions water and sanitary facilities are not 

good, quality of food is low, proper infrastructure is lacking, and so on.  Students should immerse in 

their studies '24 x 7', in such a way that they should forget the outer world.  Along with their text books, 

they should read other books that teach them about great leaders, general knowledge and the society.  

Reading about Dr. BR Ambedkar would help them understand his struggles to rise to the position he 

was in.  He did not have the minimum facilities that the present students have.  To address the issues 

that students are facing now, they should become IAS officers, so that they can change the society.  Girl 

children have problem in every walk of life; there is no safety for them anywhere.  To overcome this, 

they should become IPS officers and safeguard the society.  It is only these students who can bring a 

change in the society.  

The principals and teachers of all the schools felt happy and have said that the awareness sessions 

be arranged at regular intervals so that they can bring a change in the students. They thanked DSS 

team and requested them to organize these programs in future.    
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Caste Based Violence

The very existence of caste system itself is a violence in social structure itself.  Added to the structural 

violence, caste discrimination, untouchability practices, exploitation and direct physical violence 

continues to take place in the Indian society even after 70 years of declaration of India as a democratic 

Republic.  The dominant castes are unable to accept the democratic aspirations of Dalits for equality.  

The mindset of   most of the men and women of dominant castes has not come out of the cocoon of age 

old feudal, backward and uncivilized thinking.  Republican form of governance did not sink into the 

governance. All state institutions are modern only in outward form while the personnel manning 

these institutions are steeped in casteism and not constitution. Discrimination against Dalits is 

exhibited in schools, colleges, offices, police stations and every institution of the Republic. This 

chapter illustrates this point.  If a dalit woman is raped and she approaches the police station, the SHO 

doesn't remember Constitution/IPC/Cr.PC but spontaneously advises the victim to approach village 

elders and settle the issue.  (See Jyothi's case below).  As rightly pointed out by one retired judge who 

was one of the jury (given below) if a dominant caste woman is raped by a dalit male, the response of 

the SHO would have been totally different.   It looks as though it is only the Dalits that are civilized and 

modern who always remember the constitution and that India is a Republic.  Dalit organizations 

fought and lobbied with state for amending the SC/ST Act and successfully got the Act amended which 

came into force a year ago.  Even after one year of the coming into force of the new provisions, still 

30% of the cases are booked under the old law, which shows that none knows the new Act.  This is the 

tragedy of our criminal administration justice system. Again, the personnel of the concerned 

departments have to be reminded by Dalits that new provisions have come into force.  Round Table 

conference on Implementation of SC,ST (PoA) Act demonstrates this aspect. Some sort of mass 

hypocrisy, pretention is practiced by the elite of this country.  They say they believe in Constitution, 

democracy and laws and condemn extremists and others for not accepting the constitution.   But in 

reality, they remember only caste and not the constitution.  Even if there is an iota of respect for the 

laws, 30% cases would not have been registered under the extinct law.   Similarly, when the victims 

claim compensation the humiliating treatment meted out to them shows that the personnel have 

contempt for law and constitution.  As one of the resource persons, Siddoji (see below) commented, 

the burden of reforming this uncivilized, backward mentality of most of these dominant castes had 

fallen on the dalits.  In this chapter, illustrative cases of atrocities, review of implementation of SC,ST 

(PoA) Act and Round Table Conference on Atrocities is presented, which show the caste reality and 

caste based violence.  The chapter speaks volumes about the inequalities and the need to take up 

cudgels for changing the scenario.
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Details of few atrocities against dalit women

Jyothi - Rape

Details of the Victims:

Name of the Victim /Age : Kandadi Jyothi (22)

Caste : SC Madiga 

Village : Toroor

Mandal : Abdullapurmet

District : Ranga Reddy 

State : Telangana

Details of the Accused

Name of the Accused / Age : Bome Mahendar (31)/ Bome Prakash (32)

Caste : BC Rajaka/ Raika

Village : Pedda Amberpet

Mandal : Hayatnagar

District : Ranga Reddy

State : Telangana

Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : July 2016

Place of Incident : Accused house and his Sweet Shop

Type of Atrocity : Sexual Assault, Rape 

Date of lodging the first complaint: 26/3/2017

Date of FIR : 24/4/2017

F. I. R No :  337/ 2017                                                                                             

Police Station : Hayatnagar

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C : 376, 109

SC/ST (PoA) Act, 1989                : 3 (2) (v)

Details of the Case:

Kandadi Jyothi D/o Mr. Istari is living in Torrur village, Abdullapur Mandal in Ranga Reddy district. Her 

mother died in her childhood. In 2005 Jyothi's father, Mr. Istari, remarried one Ms. Eswaramma.  Jyothi 

has two siblings and her step mother has one daughter. While so, in 2014 Mr. Istari had paralysis and 

was bedridden. In those circumstances, the burden of looking after entire family fell on the shoulders 

of Eswaramma. Every month they had to spend Rs. 4,000/- for the medicines of Mr. Istari. In 2010 

Jyothi's elder sister's marriage was performed in Ibrahimpatnam. Jyothi by birth had polio about 

30%. Eswaramma and Jyothi go to work daily in Radhika Ply Wood Company, which manufactures 

plastic from waste papers. After her work in the company Jyothi worked in Balaji Sweet House in 

Torrur in the evening from 6pm every day. This sweet house belongs to one Ms. Usha and she only 

prepares cakes and sweets. Her husband Mahendar works as supervisor in one horse riding club in 
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Malakpet. On every Tuesday and Saturday Usha goes to home early, during that time Jyothi looks after 

the shop. In July 2016, while Usha was not at home, Mahendar told to Jyothi to go to their house and 

clean utensils and asked his friend Prakash take her on his bike.   She went on Prakash's bike and as 

Prakash opened the lock of Mahender's house, Jyothi enquired for Usha as she believed that Usha was 

at home.  Prakash told that Usha had gone out and asked her to clean the utensils and when Jyothi went 

inside the house, Prakash attempted to rape her.   Jyothi refused and protested with all her strength. 

Prakash immediately called Mahindra and told that she has not cooperated. Mahendar told  Jyothi 

over phone to oblige Prakash's sexual desire, but she did not agree.  Having failed to convince her, 

Prakash beat up Jyothi and raped her. Later Mahendar came and he also raped Jyothi.  Mahender 

continued to seduce Jyothi 10 to 15 times later.   At the time of joining the work, Usha told to Jyothi's 

step mother that the work will be for only one hour every day, but she had to work for 4 to 5 hours 

every day and go home late night. Jyothi's health was deteriorating and her parents stopped the work 

in sweet home. From the beginning Jyothi's mensural cycle was irregular. 

On 15/3/2017 Jyothi's step mother noticed that Jyothi's stomach was bulging and suspecting 

pregnancy, enquired her what happened. But Jyothi replied that she has no idea. On 18/3/2017 

Eswaramma along with her children went to Ibrahimpatnam for their relative's marriage. Jyothi's 

elder sister too came to the marriage, Eswaramma expressed her doubt about Jyothi's bulging 
thstomach. On 24  March Jyothi's sister went to medical shop and brought pregnancy test strips and 

th
tested her and it was confirmed that Jyothi was pregnant. Next day i.e., on 25  March 2017, Jyothi was 

taken to Private hospital and was tested again by the doctors and they confirmed that she was 

pregnant. Family members asked Jyothi and she told the entire story and Mahendar's sexual 

relationship.

On 26/3/2017 family members of Jyothi gave complaint in Hayat Nagar Police station, but police did 

not take the complaint seriously and advised them to sort out the issue with village elders. Jyothi's 

family members went to village elders and complained about what happened.  When the village elders 

enquired Mahendar and Prakash, they denied any such sexual relationship. Later the police registered 

the case on 24/4/2017.                       

Socio Economic and Political Conditions of the Village:  In Torrurvillage 200 Madiga families and 

150 BC families live. Village is surrounded by so many companies. Most of the People work in the 

companies. All the houses are constructed in government land, but there is no title deed.

Interventions:

· Conducted fact finding

· Gave orientation to victim and her family members

· Got the victim admitted in the hospital for delivery

Present Status:

· Got the Accused arrested

· Jyothi delivered baby boy in Gandhi Hospital at Hyderabad

· Got the DNA test done

· Placed the victim and her child in Kasturba Home

· Got released Rs. 20,000/- while Jyothi was in hospital
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Sumalatha – Sexual Exploitation& Cheating

Details of the Victims:

Name of the Victim /Age : Dandu Sumalatha (25)

Caste : SC Mala

Village : Kanna Reddy

Mandal : Nagireddy Pet

District : Nizamabad

State : Telangana

Details of the Accused

Name of the  Accused / Age : SK Abdul Salam (37)

Caste : Muslim

Village : Allagadda

Mandal : Allagadda

District : Kurnool

State : Andhra Pradesh

Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : Prior to 9/8/2016

Place of Incident : Ganeshnagar, Chintal

Type of Atrocity : Sexual Exploitation & Cheating 

Date of lodging the first complaint:  9/8/2016

Date of FIR : 9/8/2016

F. I. R No :  501/2016                                                                                          

Police Station : Jeedimetla

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C                                                       : 376,417 and 420

SC/ST (PoA) Act, 1989                : 3(2)(v)

Details of the Case:

Dandu Sumalatha d/o Jailu SC Mala by caste is the native of Kannareddy village, Nagireddypet mandal 

of Nizamabad district. Sumalatha was married to Thaduri Roshaiah in 2008 and he passed away in 

2013. Sumalatha along with her brother Dandu Satish (20)  migrated to Hyderabad in 2015 i.e., 2 years 

prior to the incident in search of livelihood. They took a room for rent at Amrutha Nilayam temple 

road, Ganesh Nagar, Chintal. Satish has joined as a cleaner in Pravan School at Ganesh Nagar. 

Sumalatha  joined for work under stone laying mason Shaik Abdul Salam. Abdul Salam used to often 

come to Sumalatha's house to take her to the work place on his motor cycle. In the due course, they 

moved closely and developed intimacy. 

6 months prior to the date of complaint, one day when Satish came home as usual he found his sister 

Sumalatha was crying.  Upon enquiry, she narrated that Abdul Salam developed intimacy with her and 

promised to marry her which she believed and that they were often having sex.  Further, she became 

pregnant. Upon learning what happened, Satish took her sister Sumalatha to Abdul Salam and insisted 
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that he marry her. Abdul Salam admitted everything and promised to marry her, but was postponing 

on one or the other pretext. Time passed on like this and Sumalatha's pregnancy turned 7 months.  As 

the pregnancy was advancing, Sumalatha increased pressure on Abdul Salam for marriage.  At that 

stage Abdul Salam said that he will marry in a day or two and slipped away to his native place 

Allagadda. Sumalatha called him over phone for many times, but he has not responded.   

In this helpless situation, Sumalatha alongwith her brother Satish, approached Jeedimetla PS and 

lodged a complaint and a case was registered bearing Cr. No: 501/2016 U/s 376, 417 and 420 of IPC 

and Sec 3(2)(V) of SC, ST (PoA) Act 1989. Shaik Abdul Salam was arrested and remanded to judicial 

custody. In  due course Sumalatha gave birth to a boy in Gandhi Hospital, Hyderabad on 01/11/2016. 
th

DSS got theDNA test was conducted on 30  January on 2017and the report confirmed Shaik Abdul 

Salam as the biological father of Sumalatha's child.   

Interventions:

· Conducted fact finding

· Pursued for payment of compensation and rehabilitation 

Present Status: 

· Pending in the court
nd

· 2  stage of compensation yet to be paid 

· Rehabilitation yet to be provided

Sasikala – Cheating in the name of Love

Details of the Victims:

Name of the Victim /Age : Ponnakotam Sasikala (16)

Caste : SC Madiga 

Village : Pappulamillu street, Kedareswarapeta

Mandal : Vijayawada

District : Krishna District

State : Andhra Pradesh

Details of the Accused

Name of the Accused / Age : Surendar

Caste : BC

Village : Singh Nagar

Mandal : Vijayawada

District : Krishna

State : Andhra Pradesh
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Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : Jan 2017

Place of Incident : Bhavani Island

Type of Atrocity : Cheating in the name of Love

Date of lodging the first complaint: 24/01/2017

Date of FIR : 24/01/2017

F. I. R No :  47/2017

Police Station : Nunna

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C                                                       : 376(2)(i)

SC/ST (PoA) Act, 1989                :  3(2)(v)

Details of the Case:

Ponnakotam Sasikala (16) SC Madiga by caste is the eldest daughter of Ravi (33) and Lakshmi the 

residents of Pappula Millu, Kedareswarpet, Vijayawada. Ravi is an auto driver by profession. He has 5 

children,  Sasikala being the eldest.   Sasikala discontinued her education and joined for job in Deepa 

Textiles at Vastralatha, Vijayawada, in June 2016. Sasikala used to go for her job daily in the auto of one 

Mr. Surender. They slowly developed intimacy and fell in love. Surender promised to marry  Sasikala 

and had sex with her many times. Likewise, he took her to Bhavani Island thrice and had sex with her 

there. In the process, she became pregnant in January 2017.   Then onwards, Surender avoided 

Sasikala and was not seen.   In a helpless situation she informed  her parents about the developments. 

Sasikala's parents took few of their caste elders and approached Surender and  his family. Surender 

and his family members refused to marry Sasikala on the ground that they belong to SC Madiga by 

caste which will degrade their respect in the society.  Further, Surender denied he caused the 

pregnancy and said it could be due to somebody else. Parents of Sasikala approached the police of 
th

Nunna and lodged a complaint on 24/01/2017. On the same day i.e., on 24  January 2017, Sashikala's 

family members traced Surender, at Vambay Colony, Vijayawada and handed him over to the police. 

Sashikala's health deteriorated and she was aborted legally in April 2017 and the sample was 
th

preserved for DNA. On 19  September 2017, the accused Surender was sent to Hyderabad and DNA 

sample was collected.            

Interventions:

· Conducted fact finding

· Counselled the victim and strengthened their family members

· Followed up investigation

Present Status: 

· Under investigation

· DNA report yet to be received

· Compensation yet to be paid 
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Sukumar – Caste Abuse and Attack

Details of the Victims:

Name of the Victim /Age : Vasimalla Sukumar (35) 

Caste : SC Mala

Village : Yenamalakuduru

Mandal : Penamaluru

District : Krishna

State : Andhra Pradesh

Details of the Accused

Name of the Accused / Age : Bolem Ram Babu (60) and 6 others

Caste :  BC Gowd

Village : Yenamalakuduru

Mandal : Penamaluru

District : Krishna

State : Andhra Pradesh

Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 04/02/2017

Place of Incident : Yenamalakuduru

Type of Atrocity : Caste Abuse and Attack

Date of lodging the first complaint: 04/02/2017

Date of FIR :  05/02/2017

F. I. R No :  73/2017

Police Station : Penamaluru

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C                                                       : 324, 506, 509 

SC/ST (PoA) Act, 1989                :  3(1)(r), (s) and 3(2) (va)

Details of the Case:

Vasimalla Sukumar (35) S/o James and his wife Mani Kumari (29) SC Mala by caste are  residents of 

Ambedkar Nagar of Yenamalakuduru village in Krishna district. They have two children Satish (9) and 
th

Shramik (7). Sukumar is an electrician by profession. On the day of the incident i.e., on 4  February 

2017 at about 9-00pm Sukumar was bringing his two children from tuition. In the near vicinity to his 

house a tractor belonging one Mr. Bolem Ram Babu (60) BC Gowd by caste was parked on the road. 

Since Sukumar couldn't proceed further, he asked for the tractor to be removed. Immediately Bolem 

Ram Babu, his wife, two sons and 3 of their relatives pounced upon Sukumar abused in the name of 

caste and started thrashing him. Sukumar's wife came to know about the incident and reached the 

spot immediately and rescued her husband and brought him home. In a shortwhile again, Bolem Ram 

Babu and 6 others came to the house of Sukumar,  sprayed  chili powder in the eyes of Sukumar and his 
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wife Mani Kumari, abused them in the name of caste and bet them causing grievous injury to Sukumar 

on the head and injuries on the elbow to  his wife.   Sukumar was moved to the hospital in an 

ambulance, where doctors cleaned the wound and put 4 sutures on the head. 

Socio, economic conditions: The village has about 600 families belonging to SC Madiga and SC Mala. 

There are about 400 families of BC Gowd and small numbers of other communities. The village is 

dominated by  BC Gowds and they exhibit contempt and arrogance towards the dalits. They never call 

them by name but often abuse them in the name of caste. They illtreated the dalits on many occasions 

and there are many incidents of atrocities against the dalits.  The dalits in the village live with fear and 

are terrified to  question any injustice done to them by the Gowds. They create havoc in the families of 

the dalits and insult the dalit men while they are  on way back home after day's  work by saying “ orei.. 

vaduippudemeeintlo nunchi velladura…” It means that someone had sex with your wife and has just 

left before you came. Whenever, they say things like this, the dalit men suspect their wives and beat 

their wives.  This type of harassment of dalit families has become common.           

Interventions:

· Conducted fact finding

· Got 3 of the accused arrested

· Strengthened the victims

· Followed up the investigation

Present Status: 

· Under investigation

· Compensation yet to be paid

Triveni - Dowry Harassment, Domestic Violence and Caste Abuse

Details of the Victims:

Name of the Victim /Age : Lachampet Triveni (30)

Caste : Mala

Village : NBT Nagar, Road No 12 Banjara hills

Mandal : Banjara hills

District : Hyderabad

State : Telangana

Details of the Accused

Name of the Accused / Age : Kurva Omkara Murthi (36)

Caste : BC Kuruva

Village : H No. 8-2-684/99/1, NBT Nagar

Mandal : Banjara Hills

District : Hyderabad

State : Telangana
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Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 29/09/2016, 8 AM

Place of Incident : Banjara Hills Road No 12

Type of Atrocity : Dowry Harassment and Abusing by caste name

Date of lodging the first complaint: 29/9/2016

Date of FIR : 29/9/2016

F. I. R No : 840/2016                                                                                             

Police Station : Banjara Hills

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C                                                       : 498-A

SC/ST (PoA) Act, 1989                :  Altered Sections to 3(1)(r)(s) in the remand report

Details of the Case:

Lachampeta Triveni, is a resident of Balapuram Basthi near Banjarahills, Hyderabad. She lost her 

father during her child hood. After completion of degree Triveni earned her living through tuitions in 

the same locality, where she met Kurva Omkar Murthy. They both fell in love and got married at Arya 
nd th

Samaj on 2  June 2004 and were blessed with 2 children, K. Sri Gayatri (10) studying 6  standard and 
rdK. Avigya Pranav Murthy (7) studying 3  standard at St. Alphons School. In 2009, Triveni got job in a 

firm called 'Mind Tree Travel Desk' and she has been working for seven years for a salary of Rs. 

22,000/- at present as senior associate executive. But her husband Omkar Murthy did not like his wife 

doing a job and on this count, they have been regularly quarrelling.  Due to this unrest in the family 

she resigned to her job for 2 times in the past seven years. However, she rejoined and was made a 

permanent employee, but Omkar Murthy harassed her physically and mentally. With the suggestion 

of her friends she went on a medical leave for 3 months and convinced her husband that she resigned.  

During this time, she learned aerobics, yoga and beautician courses. Omkar Murthy works at Park 

Hotel as a KST manager.  Though his job is supplier he is involved in illegal activities like supply of call 

girls. When Triveni came to know about this she questioned Murthy. He replied her saying that they 

should earn money and have to buy an own house for themselves. There have been several fights 
st

regarding this issue and Omkar Murthy always slipped away when Triveni questioned him. On 31  

Jan 2012, during a fight between them, Omkar Murthy hit Triveni to a wall and she had a severe head 

injury. She lodged a complaint in Tappachaputra Police Station on her husband and a case was 

registered (FIR No 19/2012 U/S 498(A) & 324 IPC). Later, Omkar Murthy accepted his mistake 

amongst elders and promised that this wouldn't  repeat again. He brought her back to home under 

the condition that he wouldn't harass her and she would resign to her job. He pretended that he has 

been taking care of her by getting what she wanted and made Triveni withdraw the case. Once the 

case was withdrawn, he again harassed her physically and mentally, but pretended to the society that 

he was taking care of his wife and children. He used to get biryani from outside showcasing to the 

whole colony, saying that Triveni is unable to cook, but after reaching home, he ate the food without 

feeding his wife or children. He stopped purchasing household items for cooking food. After all this 

harassment, Triveni joined back to her job to start feeding herself and her children. Murthy keeping 

the grudge, that Triveni joined back in job, morphed her photos showed them to the colony people 

stating that she has illicit relationships with other men. Omkar Murthy created a false opinion on 
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Triveni in the colony. He harassed her to give divorce and said that he would marry Narmada, Omkar's 

sister-in-law. And also, advised Triveni to marry someone else and they would join the kids in hostel. 

Triveni questioned him as to why was he speaking like that. But Omkar Murthy replied in a vulgar and 

filthy language. He abused her in the name of caste and scolded that everyone in her caste are like 

that. Omkar Murthy even stated that his mother and father doesn't like her, has been harassing her in 
thso many ways but still she is not leaving him. On 29  Sep 2016, he warned Triveni that he would kill 

her if she doesn't leave him. He beat her cruelly and Triveni immediately lodged a complaint U/s 

498(A) of IPC, and later SC, ST(PoA) Act was also included. Omkar Murthy not only harassed her but 

tried to send her out of their home. Unable to bear the harassment, Triveni went into depression, DSS 

met her and counselled her. 

Interventions:

· Conducted fact finding 

· Followed up investigation

· Strengthened the victim

Present Status: 

· Pending in the court

· Received compensation of Rs. 25,000/-.

st1  Round Table Conference on Implementation of SC, ST (PoA) Act 

On the eve of 11th Annual General Body meeting of DSS a Round Table Conference on the 
stimplementation of SC, ST (PoA) Act and SCSP, TSP Act was held on 21  February 

2017 at SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyderabad.  The premises 

for the event was named “Sri. Bojja TharakamPranganam”, 

in memory of the dalit intellectual, High Court Advocate, 

Sri. Bojja Tarakam, who passed away last year. Sri B Vijaya 

Bharathi, the former director of Telugu Academy and 

renowned writer has participated as the chief guest and 

hoisted the flag of DSS.  

The background work and preparations like jury kit with 

all details of the case and facilitating the victims and 

witnesses' presence for the Round Table Conference etc were all done.  State level officials of Police, 

Director of Prosecution, Social Welfare, Industries departments from both the states, DHRDs, CSOs, 

Victims, witnesses, Women Collective leaders, dalit women activists, sympathisers of dalit women 

cause from various walks of life have all assembled at the venue in time.  

Round Table Conference on the Implementation of SC, ST(PoA) Act 1989:

SC, ST(PoA) Act 1989 is an important legislation to prevent /punish the atrocities on dalits/dalit 

women/ children.   As the Act was not implemented properly, a national level confederation of all dalit 

NGOs/activists/intellectuals conducted a marathon campaign for plugging the loopholes in the Act 

and stringent implementation.  The campaign was a success and the union government brought 

58 th
12 Annual Report - 2017



necessary amendments to the Act and Rules, which became operative since 2016.   It is necessary to 

review the working of the Act and also to contemplate the issues that may arise in the light of the new 

Act and Rules.  With this objective, a Round Table Conference of all concerned was organized on the 

first day of the Annual Conference.  The main theme of the Round Table Conference is to bring 

together the Victims, Witnesses, Human Rights Defenders, Social Welfare Department, Police 

Department, Director of Prosecutions, to resolve the long pending cases of atrocities and to sort out 

the way of resolving the latest cases.    The officials that attended the Round Table Conference as jury 

members are: 

G Vijayanthi - Director of Prosecutions of Telangana; Sri P V Sunil Kumar IPS, IGP – PCR Cell of Andhra 

Pradesh; Kalyan Chakravarthi IAS -Director General of EPTRI of Telangana; Sri Chellappa IAS – 

Chairperson, Tribal Commission of Telangana, Sri Kaki Madhava Rao IAS – Former Chief Secretary of 

AP; Sri PSN Murthy IDAS, (VR); Dr Devika Rani, Director of ESI; Dr Vijaya Bharathi; Dr Siddoji; Sri Jeeva 

Patra Kumar from SWD of AP; Abhirami from NDMJ; Sumitra – Member of SCPCR, AP.   

In this Round Table Conference, 25 selected glaring cases of injustice that are long pending at various 

levels such as payment of compensation/rehabilitation/ Investigation/charge sheet etc have been 

selected and presented before the jury of officials.   A Jury Kit with all details of the cases along with 

important issues like, punishing the wilful negligence of the public servants was made ready and 

presented to the jury members.

The jury kit was released by Sri Vijayanthi, Director of Prosecutions and the first copy was given to the 

mother of rape victim.  

GDV Prakash, Programme Manager of DSS started the session by 

narrating brief details of each case before the jury and the victims 

themselves explained their agony and the Program Manager put forward 

the below mentioned issues before the Jury.

ü Registration of the case is delayed giving scope for forcible  

compromise

ü FIR not registered with proper sections

ü Not sent for medical treatment., purposefully delayed in  rape cases 

also

ü Delay in investigation

ü More than 70% of the cases registered in 2016 by quoting the old sections

ü Police deliver the summons to the victims and witnesses at nick of the time

ü Most of the PPs are reluctant in giving orientation 

ü PPs are over loaded with other cases

ü There are occasions the PPs doesn't file written arguments 

ü PPs give scope for defence advocates and compromise

ü Trial not conducted at a stretch and many adjournments are given

ü Atrocity cases are not priority for designated special courts

ü TA & DA not paid to the victims and witnesses

ü High courts giving stays and not vacating the cases years together

ü Social Welfare department has failed to coordinate the departments 
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ü Immediate relief, compensation and rehabilitation not paid on time

ü C' Section in Collectorate do not have the perspective and humiliate the victims seeking 

compensation

Jhansi Geddam, National Convener DSS in continuation has said that the 25 cases presented today 

are major cases like murders, gang rapes, rapes, mass attacks, gang rape and murder, caste abuse and 

attack, sexual exploitation and cheating in the name of love etc. Briefing about the Rohit Vemula 

incident the government has intentionally twisted the case as one of the ministers is involved and at 

present the case is almost losing its ground and many similar cases are left hanging in air.  She said 

that the police think that their job is over once the case is registered. The insensitive approach during 

the medical aid still weakens the case and the delayed payment of compensation and rehabilitation 

still worsens the pathetic situation of the victims. The survivors 

or the family members of the deceased have to linger around the 

offices bearing all sorts of humiliation and plead for the 

sanction of compensation. The agony and the traumatic 

condition continues for a long time for the mothers who have 

lost their children as they are forced to be on the roads seeking 

justice. During the trial the Special Public Prosecutors give 

scope to the defence advocates in strengthening their 

arguments and demoralizing the victims and witnesses. She 

pointed out that no prosecutor takes up the case to heart and 

they are not interested in discussing with the witnesses and giving orientation to them.  

Consequently, there are no perfect depositions in the Court, leading to acquittals.She said that when 

the officials whose duty is to help the victims lack perspective and behave very meanly, it brings down 

the morale of the survivors.  Thus, we find a situation where all the concerned officials at their 

respective levels are not interested to take forward the case in accessing justice.    

After the presentation, the jury members spoke and expressed their reactions 

as follows:

Dr Vijaya Bharathi, the former Director of Telugu Academy after listening 

to the survivors, parents of the deceased expressed her deep-felt concern and 

said that how long should we keep on fighting/agitating one case after the 

other and will not there be an end to this injustice. One of the main reasons for 

the continuous occurrence of these incidents is that the enemy has no fear 

because we are divided in all angles and at all levels. There will be no end to 

the atrocities unless and until we wage a united battle in 

a comprehensive manner and create a fear that the 

accused will  not be left un punished.

Ms. Vijayanthi, Director of Prosecutions, appreciated DSS for arranging 

Round Table Conference and said that it enlightened her on the various hurdles 

in getting justice.  She felt that the amended Act is powerful as it provides 

effective ways to prevent atrocities and punish the culprits.  She said that 

implementation of the Act is much important mainly by SWD, the police to 

investigate, prosecutors to conduct prosecutions which will be followed by the 
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judges. Today coordination is lacking between these concerned departments and hoped to have 

coordination in future for effective implementation of the Act and Rules.  She said that all Acts have 

implementation problem, amendments are made for effective implementation.  She pointed out that 

the prosecution can't correct the defects of investigation. Hence, we need to be vigilant at every stage 

of the case. She suggested to take care to see that the witnesses do not turn hostile.  She stressed the 

need for proper and speedy investigation and filing of charge sheets for accessing justice. Responding 

to the specific cases presented on the inaction of the SPPs and PPs, she assured necessary action and 

promised that proper measures will be taken to ensure that the such mistakes do not recur. 

Dr Devika Rani Director of ESI, appreciated the work of DSS and suggested that 

the dalit women should get educated and acquire self-confidence.  She felt that 

education is the way towards empowerment.  She said it is necessary to learn 

skills like karate to defend oneself. She expressed her deep concern to the 

survivors of atrocities, expressed her solidarity and assured to  take forward any 

decision made by the jury. 

Sri. Chellappa, IAS.,pointed out that Sri. Ramaswami Naickiar, popularly known 
th

as Periar, wore a black shirt on 15  August 1947as a protest on the ground that 

there is no real freedom and said that power 

passed on from the British white elite to Indian elite.  According 

to him there is no real freedom to the oppressed castes and 

classes, as such he always wore a black shirt till the end of his life 

to signify the lack of freedom to the oppressed.   Four states are 

competing with each other on committing atrocities against 
st nddalits and with slight difference Rajasthan stands 1 , UP 2 , Bihar 

rd
3 which is  followed by Andhra Pradesh. He pointed out how 

even he was harassed by the then Chief Secretary during his service by writing negative remarks 

against him to prevent his promotion as Chief Secretary.  It is necessary, he pointed out, that the 

oppressed should organize and struggle against atrocities.

He pointed out that there are still some lacunae in the Amended Act also, like the omission of directing 

the concerned officer to prepare FIR in the language of the victim, consent of the complainant etc.

Mr. Kalyan Chakravarthy IAS,appreciated DSS and said that he cancelled all 

important meetings for the day to attend and interact with the dalit women 

here today.  He said the work carried out by DSS is very important and 

suggested DSS to take up sensitizing police officers, judiciary and other 

higher ups.  He pointed out that the proper implementation of the Act 

can be done only when the final authority i.e. political authority is 

committed and instructs the officers below to seriously implement the 

Act. Often the officers are made busy to create distance from the 

community. Even I was also very busy, an industrialist pressurised 

me for a clearance certificate but still I came over and has been                             

enlightened a lot. We should bring a fear that if the Act is not implemented properly the defaulters 

would be punished. Therefore, we need more protectors, hence we should educate our children more.  
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Sri Jeeva Patra Kumar Joint Director of Social Welfare Department, Andhra 

Pradesh, said that the Joint Directors and Director Social Welfare Department 

are reviewing the cases under the chairmanship of the District Collector, to 

strengthen the implementation of the Act.  He said that 781 cases have been 

registered during the year 2016. Collective efforts need to be done for the 

effective implementation of the Act, develop self-defence mechanisms and 

take necessary steps to reduce the acquittals.  He appreciated DSS and 

assured all assistance and co-operation.

Ms. Sumitra,  member of SCPCR,said that she is 

very happy for being invited every year and is thankful to DSS. As Ambedkar 

said we need to educate, organise and agitate, unless and until we don't 

agitate the Acts/laws would  not be implemented. We also need to fight 

against all sorts of discrimination and develop inclusive mechanisms.  She 

stressed on the need to sensitize on SC, ST(PoA) Act1989 and POSCO Act at 

micro level. Special courts under POSCO Act need to be established 

immediately.  She called for  united effort, the need for pressurizing the 

Government for effective implementation of the Acts.

Abhirami from NDMJ sharing about the NCRB data has said that 6 

lakhs cases have been registered in 2015 – 16 and these registered 

cases are just 40% of the actual atrocities which have taken place, it 

means 60% of the cases have not been registered. The conviction 

rate is 4%. IN AP and Telangana sensitization of the stake holders 

have to be done on the SC/ST Amendment Act and much focus on 

Sec 4 to ensure the effective implementation of the Act. She briefed 

about the national level campaign led by NDMJ for the amendments 

and the role of DSS played in both the states.   

Mr. P. V. Sunil Kumar, IPS,IG of PCR Cell, advised to take care while preparing FIR and see that proper 

statements are given at the time of investigation.  He assured to resolve the cases presented today 

within one week. He said that the charge sheet process will be speeded up, and charge sheet will be 

scrutinized before filing. The Amendment Act is very elaborate and 

strong. More sections have been added on making the things very 

clear, for instance, the section pertaining to demolition of statues is 

also very clear. As we all know the percentage of acquittal is very high 

and if we look into the reasons and analyse them it indicates that we 

need to take all necessary measures in filing the FIR properly, see that 

the statements are recorded properly, investigation is done by the IO 

by taking all the necessary care to strengthen the case. Similarly, the IO has to procure material 

evidence in rape cases such as semen, cloths etc. Therefore, if the scientific evidences are collected 

properly the case withstands. Sharing his experience as Inspector General of Police, he detailed about 

an incident of murder at Ongole. The case was lost due to the backwardness of the community. The FIR 

was not registered properly.  When the accused are acquitted, much publicity is given that it was a 

false case and that the Act is being misused, whereas acquittal in a case is mainly because of other 
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reasons rather than being false. Similarly, due to pressures in the village from the dominant 

communities, apologies and pleading from the side of the accused for compassion also lead to 

compromise, whereas the police record these cases as false. 

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

Recommendations:

Necessary action will be initiated in all the 25cases immediately

Regular review of the PPs will be done with  focus on atrocity cases

Timely sanction and payment of the compensation.

Awareness to the officials of the concerned departments on the Amended  Actshould be 
organised

To negotiate with the government for the establishment of exclusive special courts and SPPs

Much focus on the sensitization to the SHOs on the Amended Act

To develop mechanisms for the effective discharge of duties by the officials of the concerned 
departments at their respective levels

Wider publicity on the rights of the victims and witnesses to all the stake holders
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nd2  Round Table Conference (RTC)

A Round Table Conference on Atrocities against Dalits, Dalit Women and Girl Children was organized 
thon 28  July 2017 at Press Club, Gandhinagar, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh. 24 major atrocities 

including murders, rape & murders, rapes, mass attacks, cheating in the name of love, Social and 
Economic boycotts were presented before the jury consisting of state level officials from the 
concerned departments and other eminent personalities. The program started with powerful songs 
of Ambedkar sung by DSS cultural team. 

The jury members were Sri G Raghu Ram Joint Director-Social Welfare Department, Sri B. Rama 
Koteswara Rao – In-charge Director of Prosecutions, Sri Satyanarayana Reddy – Retd Judge, Sri PSN 
Murthy -IAS (VR), Founder President of Ambedkar Mission, Dr Siddoji Rao – In-charge for SC, ST IAS, 
IPS Forum, Sri N Paul Divakar – Chair Person of Asia Dalit Rights Forum, Sri Satya Rayalu – Founder 
President of DVMK.  The conference was presided over by Jhansi Geddam National Convener of Dalit 
Sthree Sakthi (DSS). 

The proceedings commenced with the garlanding of Dr BR Ambedkar's photo by G Raghu Ram and B. 
Rama Koteswara Rao.  A copy of jury kit was given to the Jury members and media representatives. 
Jury kit contained case wise  details, Socio economic conditions of the village, Interventions, Present 
status, Action to be taken.  G Daniel Vijay Prakash briefed about the context of the RTC and explained 
case by case after the narration of agony by the victims /witnesses. In most of the incidents the 
victims / witnesses could not control their agony and cried while explaining their vulnerable 
situation and the way they withstood against all odds. This moved the jury members and the audience 
and many including the jury had tears in their eyes.  

GDV Prakash National Program Manager: He explained the 
interventions of DSS case by case and the further action to be 
taken. He also explained in detail the efforts taken to get the 
cases registered, continuous penal and pecuniary follow up 
with the police and concerned departments to access justice. 
He also shared the challenges faced from the police & the other 
concerned departments, caste organizations, communities of 
the perpetrators by quoting specific instances. Similarly, he 
detailed about the nonperformance of the duties by the 
Collector, Deputy Director of Prosecutions such as monthly review of the atrocity cases at district 
level ensuring necessary action and also the review of the implementation of Chapter 4A which says 
about the rights of the victims and witnesses. 

Jhansi Geddam, National Convener: In her introductory speech,she said that though hundreds of 
instances of violence against dalit/adivasi women and girl children were taken up by DSS, only 24 
incidents with major gaps are being presented in the RTC. These 
cases would expose the reasons for the incidents, the response 
of the society, media, government and officials in preventing 
the atrocities, similarly the role played during and after the 
occurrence of the incident. The underlying objective of 
presenting these cases before the jury is that the members of 
the jury would examine each case thoroughly and suggest the 
ways forward and the procedures to be evolved for the 
effective implementation of the Act. The State & National 
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Commissions, Committees need to function effectively for the implementation of special Acts. The 
police, concerned departments entrusted with the responsibility of implementation of pecuniary 
benefits are to be sensitized and imparted knowledge on the Act as these personnel are not aware of 
the Act and its spirit.  Owing to the lack of knowledge of the purpose and spirit of the Act, it is noticed 
that many officials  pass derogatory and humiliating comments on the victims of rape & cheating in 
the name of love.  In many instances these officials commented that the victims are lucky enough in 
getting lakhs of rupees. The situation of victims is very vulnerable in ‘cheating in the name of love’ 
incidents as they are illtreated by the family members and the society, thus pushing them in to more 
helpless and traumatic conditions.  Therefore, sanction of monthly pension as per the Act will be of 
great help to them and it is so sad that not even a single victim has been sanctioned pension in both the 
Telugu states for the past many years.  Commenting on the social and economic boycott of Dalits in 
Garagaparru village, she pointed out that it was the failure of all the concerned government 
departments in restoring normalcy and taking necessary preventive measures that has led to the 
murder of Yacob. She also lamented at the police explaining the way investigation is going ahead to 
prove Yacob's murder as an accident by omitting all the evidences which say that Yacob was 
murdered. She felt that the Dalits always have to struggle for existence throughout their life.    

Later the victims came before the Jury case by case and narrated about the 
injustice done to them, demanding necessary immediate action.  

Responses from the Jury:

Sri B. Rama Koteswara Rao, In-charge Director of Prosecutions:   He said that in the registration of 
the case and investigation, prosecution has no role and their intervention starts once the charge sheet 
is filed in the court and till judgement. Responding to the instances where  summons were served by 
the police at a very short span of time from the date of trial, 
he said that already necessary instructions were given to 
the SHOs to see that the summons are given at least 1 week 
before the trial. He said that 10 cases have been selected 
from the prosecution side and are being closely monitored 
to see whether the charges are framed properly or not, is 
the trial going towards conviction or acquittal etc and 
necessary action will be initiated as and when required. He 
said that the victims have right to audience in bail and other 
petitions and ensured that the prosecution will extend 
necessary support. The cases for appeals are being sent to the 
concerned district police officials for appeal in high court.  The police have to arrest the accused as 
per Section41(A) of CrPC 41with notice. Then only the judicial officers have to take necessary action 
within 24 hours. The cases under Atrocity Act are non-bailable; the police have no right to leave them 
and at any cost they have to arrest the accused. He promised to review the cases and ensure that the 
rights of victims and witnesses are protected as per the Act and take necessary action for its 
implementation. Responding on the compensation to the victims, citing the supreme court 
judgement,  he said that the assets of the accused are to be assessed, confiscated and victims have to 
be paid compensation apart from the compensation paid by the government. He also said that not 
only SC/STs, in every case the victims have to be paid a compensation of Rs 3 lakhs for murder and Rs 
2 lakhs for rapes under Victims Compensation Fund created in 2015. Similarly, as per the 
recommendations of the Supreme Court to enhance the same to Rs 8 lakhs, a proposal has been sent 
to the government and it has accepted to enhance accordingly. It is a fact that long pendency of cases is 
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there in the special courts and in high court. This needs to be sorted out at government level and 
ensure that only atrocity cases are tried by the special courts. He assured to represent the pendency 
of cases in Special Courts to the government.  Regarding the stays in high court, he said, based on the 
supreme court directions a letter has been sent to high court for vacating the stays within 6 months. 
He guaranteed all necessary support to the victims from the side of prosecution and has asked DSS to 
approach directly whenever necessary.    

Sri G Raghu Ram, Director - Social Welfare Department:  He applauded DSS for its commendable 
services in strengthening the victims & witnesses, striving for the coordination between the 
departments, liaising between the concerned duty bearers and extending all necessary support in a 
positive way to strengthen the measures for accessing justice. 
He also shared that many times he got clarity on the subject 
matter from DSS team. He shared his association with DSS 
for the past 10 years and his  participation in their major 
events such as Annual Conferences, Round Table 
Conferences and Public Hearings. DSS was instrumental in 
bringing the amendments to the Act and is the organization 
which brought the Act in Telugu language which is of great 
use today for the community.  The police officials below the 
rank of Deputy Superintendent of Police/Assistant 
Commissioner of Police and up to the constable level need to 
be created awareness on the Act and have to be sensitized. He said that the Social Welfare 
Department has passed instructions to the PCR Cell to organize awareness meetings on the Act to the 
police officials. He emphatically asserted that there are clear instructions to the District Collectors on 
the immediate payment of compensation.  Budget shouldn't be a barrier and  for any pendency in the 
payment of compensation, the concerned district administration is squarely responsible. He 
promised to discuss the issues raised in this RTC in the state level review of the concerned officers to 

rd nd
be held on 3  August 2017. He ensured the payment of 2  stage compensation and TA/DA to the 
victims & witnesses.  We will take all the unresolved issues to the higher officials.      

N. Paul Diwakar, Chairman of Asia Dalit Rights Forum:He appreciated victims and witnesses for 
taking initiative to come and participate in the RTC and raising their voices strongly against the 
injustice done to them.We can't say that how painful will it be 
for the survivors but after hearing the agonies it is so 
painful to us like someone is stabbing us.He said that we 
have to fight democratically for justice against all odds. 
Police, Social Welfare and Judiciary departments need to be 
strengthened for the effective implementation of the SC, ST 
(PoA) Act. The society often tries to suppress and force the 
victims to shut their mouths and whenever such 
suppression takes place, we too feel ashamed. Every victim 
should feel bold enough to rise their voice and should know 
that it is the perpetrator who committed the offence that 
should be ashamed and not WE. Sharing an experience  way back in 1999 at Madhurai where himself 
along with Jhansi and others organized a Public Hearing, when someone questioned how could we 
bring the victims of such a sensitive issue into the public arena, we retorted saying it's not we but the 
society has to feel embarrassed and the root causes have to be eradicated. The police, social welfare 
and judiciary have to bring change in the society in a democratic way. No one should ever face these 
types of atrocities and we as Ambedkarites need to educate, organize and agitate to liberate the 
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society even risking our lives. Judiciary, Police and Social Welfare departments have to discharge 
their duties in a triangular manner and we need to sensitize these departments towards our cause. 
Build a strong movement and establish a violence free democratic society. Earlier we never use to 
intervene with police department, but now we even organize public actions demanding justice. We 
need to educate the women, youth and our children about the police department, we shouldn't treat 
the police as enemies and try to woo them towards us in a legal way. He advised the victims not to get 
dejected, strengthen themselves and shape as human rights defenders with the active support of 
DSS. DSS has done a tremendous work, succeeded in changing many PPs, sensitizing the judges.      

Sri B. Satyanarayana Reddy – Judge (Retd):He said that many 
cases are there where the dalit girls have been cheated in the 
name of love. He lamented that if the non-dalit girls are cheated 
in the same manner by the dalits we can't even find the dead 
bodies of the dalit boys. It is the state of the rich and the 
dominant communities, we need to get educated become 
economically strong and strive for equality.  The caste 
discrimination has to be eliminated and as Ambedkar said we 
need to get educated and achieve economic equality. We need 

to observe and watch our children regularly and ensure that 
they do not fall in any sort of traps. He suggested the victims to withstand all the hurdles, educate 
their children by utilizing all the entitlements to the optimum level and similarly claim reservation. 
We all need to come together and fight against caste discrimination and ensure that all the 
inequalities are uprooted from the society. 

Sri PSN Murthy -IAS (VR), Founder President of Ambedkar Mission:He requested the 
representative from the social welfare department to take the 
issues raised by him to the notice of Chief Minister. The State 
SC Commission which is a constitutional body has to look 
into the implementation of the Act by all the departments, 
review the cases and ensure that necessary action is taken. 
Similarly, the commission has to submit a factual report to  
the government on the comprehensive development and the 
prevailing situation of the scheduled castes, discuss on it in 
the state assembly and take necessary action. Since this is not 
happening we will form “Social Vigilance Team” and bring 
out an alternative report, submit to the government and plan 
our future course of action accordingly.    

Dr Siddoji Rao – In-charge SC, ST IAS, IPS Forum:He said that he is part of DSS,  and appreciated 
them for their commitment.  He told that he has come back 
from Australia to serve the community and but is unable to 
pick up with the pace of DSS. He learnt many things from DSS 
and rely on them for many cases apart from suggestions. He 
lamented that, “Most of the Indians are not civilized, have 
not grown up, are not developed much; similarly, their 
education, civilization and respective beliefs have not 
evolved them to treat their fellow citizens equally”. We are 
calling these uncivilized people as the so called upper caste 
though they have not matured adequately. We are also very 
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selfish in a way that when anything happens to us we want everyone to respond to it, but if anything 
happens to others we never respond. The bureaucrats and elected representatives are not 
functioning in the manner they are supposed to be and we can make them discharge their duties if we 
unitedly bring pressure on them. He opined that Ambedkar's main focus was to bring a change in the 
inhuman attitude, uncivilized, casteist behavior of the dominant communities.      

Sri Satya Rayalu – Founder President of DVMK: She said 
that always we are going through some or the other problem 
and it gives us a sense that there is no solution to them.  We 
never think properly during the elections and vote the wrong 
persons to power. We have voted to the dominant castes who 
in turn are imposing social boycotts and murdering our 
leaders. We all need to question our leaders to organize 
public actions until we get justice. The dalit women are 
treated as untouchables therefore, we all need to wage a 
united battle to uproot the untouchability and caste 
discrimination in the society. 

 It is very shameful that even Dr. BR Ambedkar has been assigned caste. Dr. BR Ambedkar has fought 
for caste free society and equality for all. We are at a juncture that we all need to come together for 
capturing political power. She said that her support will be there for DSS always.    

Recommendations:
ü Organize trainings to the concerned officials of revenue and police departments.
ü To take necessary steps for the appointment of SPPs as per the choice of victims.
ü To give necessary instructions to the respective PPs of Special Courts for strengthening the 

victims and witnesses.
ü To ensure the panel of advocates in districts as per Act. 
ü To evolve a procedure for the payment of compensation, rehabilitation such as job, land, 

house and pensions.
ü DDs/JDs of SWD to have a meeting with victims, witnesses in their respective districts, 

identify their needs and arrange for the necessary penal and pecuniary assistance.
ü SWD to play a main role as the Nodal agent and take the cases to the logical end.
ü SWD to immediately resolve the 24 cases presented in the RTC, similarly follow up the 

other cases.
ü State SC Commission to submit a comprehensive report on atrocities to the government.
ü The government to release a status report on the rate of convictions and acquittals.
ü Create awareness about the laws and Acts to the duty bearers and the community.
ü To ensure effective functioning of statutory bodies at district and state level under SC/ST 

(PoA) Act. 
ü All line departments including DoP to sit quarterly and review the implementation of the 

Act from FIR to judgement. 
ü To organize workshops regularly to empower the dalit women and girl children.
ü PCR Cell of CID to discharge its duties as per the Act & Rules.
ü The IO to be instructed to conduct DNA test during pregnancy.
ü Confiscate the assets of the accused and pay compensation to the victims.
ü The State Legal Aid Authority to pursue the stay orders and quash petitions against the 

atrocity cases.
ü State Legal Aid Authority to pay compensation to all the victims as per the Victims 

Compensation Fund.  
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Gender Based Violence

Of all forms of violence, maybe it is gender based violence that constitutes large quantum.  

Violence in religious clashes, group clashes, wars between nations and all other types of violence, 

though takes a large toll is never continuous and doesn't happen all over the world.   But gender based 

violence is continuous, takes place all the time, all over the world and in nearly all households.  All 

religions, traditions and cultures have sanctified it.   Gender based violence is direct, indirect, rooted 

in social and family practices. Every activity in day to day life, like when to eat, where to go, what to 

wear, when to sleep and when to wake up,  work division at home and outside, every aspect  is 

governed and institutionalized by gender perspective.  Gender based  discrimination and oppression 

is all pervading.  It is internalized by men and women so much that none is conscious of gender 

content and essence of a  usage or practice. Even a minor violation of gender stereo types, such as not 

sweeping the home, fetching water, serving food to the males, going out in the night etc   is considered 

as a sacrilege and deviant behaviour not only by the family members but by everyone.  Thus, the 

entire conduct of woman is prescribed, monitored and controlled.  Even when the woman is totally 

obedient and adhering to the prescribed role without any violation, still she is often criticised, 

ridiculed, scolded and commanded.  She is considered as unfit to know the earnings and spending by 

the family.  'Don't poke your nose into the male affairs', is the common usage at every home if a woman 

tries to enquire into the males dealings of property or business.  The essence of all these values 

ultimately boils down to power question.  It is nothing but exercise of power by the males over 

females.  Love by males towards their sisters, mothers or daughters is also within the framework of 

these values only.  No love remains if a sister or daughter violates any of  these norms and she is even 

killed in the name of family honour.  These patriarchal values are common among all, irrespective of 

educated or uneducated or rich or poor.  These values are internalized by dalit males to the same 

extent as other castes, exceptions, if any, constitute only a microscopic minority.  Domestic violence is 

widely prevalent at various levels in almost all the families and it is often very severe among dalit 

families of lower economic strata.  Thrashing the wife with hands, sticks with utter disregard of what 

may happen to her is routinely practiced in most of the families and not one, including parents 

interfere if a husband is thrashing his wife, as it is considered as his right.  Instances of domestic 

violence resulting in murder of the wife are on the rise, as per the news paper reports.  Suspecting the 

fidelity of wife is on the rise.   Due to increasing sexist porno culture, males are unwarrantedly 

suspecting their wives and torturing them verbally, physically and even murdering them.  

Unfortunately, this attitude is imbibed by the youngsters.  If the wife is employed, the young husbands 

are attributing relationships to her with her colleagues, friends and collegemates.  Most of these 

young husbands are checking the mobiles of their young wives and attributing sex relationship with 

the contacts  in her phone and torturing them.  More and more violence, divorces, murders are 

increasing for this single reason of suspecting the  fidelity of one's wife. Another reason for domestic 

violence is giving birth to a female child.   Begetting a boy or a girl is not in the hands of a woman, still 

in a very  insensible, mad and cruel way wives are attacked, tortured and abused whenever a female 

child is born.  This is sheer blindness and arrogance to accuse a woman for begetting a female child.  

Unfortunately, this is done by all, whether educated or uneducated.
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DSS had taken up the issue of domestic violence among the Dalits and addressed many 

instances of such violence.  In this chapter, a few glaring incidents of violence such as  murder, 

injuring etc done by the husbands to their wives is presented. 

Vanajakshi - Murder

Details of Deceased:

Name of the Decaeased : SikhaVanajakshi /38

Caste : SC, Madiga

Village : Kummari Colony

Mandal : Chilakaluripet

District : Guntur

State : Andhra Pradesh

Details of Accused:

Name of the Accused/s : Manikya Rao/45

Caste :  SC, Madiga

Village : Kummari Colony

Mandal : Chilakaluripet

District : Guntur

State : Andhra Pradesh

Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 19/03/2017/1.30 AM

Place of Incident : Chilakaluripet

Type of Atrocity : Murder

Date of lodging the first complaint : 19/03/2017

Date of FIR : 19/03/2017

F. I. R No. : 55/2017

Police Station : Chilakaluripet

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C : Sec 302,324,506 of IPC

Details of the Case: 

Sikha Manikya Rao and Vanajakshi got married 22 years ago at Velpur village, Achampet mandal of 

Guntur District. 15 years back they shifted to Chilakaluripet for better livelihood. Manikyarao is a fruit  

vendor  and Vanajakshi worked in a spinning mill at Marturu village of Prakasam district. They have 2 
nddaughters and a son. Their son Levibabu (22) is studying 2  year B.Tech  at CR college. Their elder 

daughter Asha was married 8 months back prior to the incident with Vanajakshi's brother's 
nd thson.Vanajakshi's 2  daughter Krishna Veni (16) is studying 9  class in AMG school, Chilakaluripet.

Manikya Rao an addict of liquor, used to spend all his earnings for consuming liquor and neglect his 

family. Vanajakshi repeatedly used to request Manikya Rao to stop drinking at least till the children 

are settled. But he didn't heed to her request. They both used to quarrel often over this issue.  
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However, she maintained cordial homely atmosphere and gave an impression to all neighbours that 

everything is fine. They were residing in a rented  portion in the house of one Avula Anjamma at 

Kummari colony since 2 years. Sometimes Vanajakshi used to work for 2 shifts first shift was from 

6am to 2pm and the second shift from 2pm to 10pm (Rs.250 per shift).

On 18.3.2017 around 11.30 pm, Manikya Rao came to the house in a drunken state and started 

scolding Vanajakshi, but their son pacified them and went upstairs to sleep. Vanajakshi and 
nd

Manikyarao slept on one cot and her 2  daughter Krishnaveni and her cousin Ester slept together and 
thwere fast asleep. Krishnaveni heard mourns of Vanajakshi at around 1.30 am early hours of 19 , and 

they  saw Manikya Rao violently cutting the throat of Vanajakshi, blood was also coming from her 

throat.  The children pleaded Manikya Rao not to kill her mother but he became more violent, he also 

threatened them, he picked up another knife from kitchen and cut the throat of Vanajakshi. While 

Krishnaveni tried to stop him, he cut the thumb of Krishnaveni.  Even though they pleaded repeatedly, 

Manikyarao uttered that she should not be alive, he closed her nose and pressed the pillow on her face 

until she died. Later he threw away the knifes in sink went outside and closed the doors sat for 2 hours 

and left away. Gripped by fear, children went upstairs woke up their brother who came down and all 

of them were loudly crying. Neighbors came to know about the incident and informed to the police. 

Krishnaveni complained to police, immediately the police arrested the accused. 

Interventions

· Conducted fact finding

· Followed up Investigation

Present Status

· Accused convicted for life imprisonment

Jarupula Chandi - Domestic Violence and Attack

Details of the Victims:

Name of the Victim /Age : Jarupula Chandi (26)

Caste : ST Lambada

Village : Neeredlabai Thanda

Mandal : Farooq Nagar

District : Ranga Reddy

State : Telangana

Details of the Accused

Name of the Accused / Age : Jarupula Chandar (30)

Caste : ST Lambada

Village : Gaurikunta Thanda, Chinchod Village

Mandal : Farooq Nagar

District : Ranga Reddy

State : Telangana
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Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 24/4/2017; 11:00 pm

Place of Incident : Gaurikunta Thanda

Type of Atrocity : Domestic Violence and Attack

Date of lodging the first complaint : 25/4/2017

Date of FIR : 25/4/2017

F. I. R No : 213/2017                                                                                        

Police Station : Shadnagar

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C                                                      : 498 A

Details of the Case:

Jarupula Chandi was married to Jarupula Chandar in the year 2007. They were leading a happy life 
rd

until Chandi gave birth to 3  girl child. Chandar started harassing his wife saying that she couldn't give 

birth to a boy. He also insisted that the new born girl child should be given away. Chandi did not agree 

for his proposal. Chandar used to consume alcohol and hit her every day due to which Chandi became 

severely ill. Nevertheless, she decided to live for her children and used to cook every day being ill. Due 

to working under such illness, she had fits while cooking and one day she fell on the stove.   Both her 

hands were severely burnt and she was immediately rushed to Shadnagar Government hospital, from 

where she was shifted to Osmania Hospital. She was in the hospital taking medication for 3 months 
rdduring which the 3  girl child was given away to someone by her husband. Later she came home 

th
though not completely recovered and conceived again.  This is her 4  pregnancy. In 2013, she gave 

ndbirth to a boy and at the same time her 2  daughter expired due to ill health. 

Chandi became mentally depressed with all these happenings. Even her hands are not in good 

condition to work now.  Chandar began to harass and torture her mentally that she is unable to work, 

feeding her is absolutely waste and that he wanted to get married again. He forced Chandi to get him 

married to another woman and used to beat her daily and push her away from the house. Unable to 

bear the torment and torture she approached the sarpanch of that village for saving her. The sarpanch 

used to persuade Chandar every time, but Chandar publicly demanded that he is physically 

dissatisfied with Chandi and so he wants to get married again. Chandar demanded that even if he had 

to live with Chandi, he should be married to another woman. Unable to tolerate the physical and 

mental pain, Chandi allowed him to marry Bujji, a relative of Chandi. But,  given the nature and 

mentality of Chander, Bujji left him in less than a month.

Later in 2016, Chandi gave birth to another girl child and the torture started again. This girl child was 

also given away. Chandi was brutally beaten by Chandar and tormented regularly. Chandar used to 

consume liquor daily and harassed Chandi both physically and mentally. 
thOn 24  April 2017, Chandar was heavily drunk and thrashed Chandi to pulp. The next day morning she 

went and complained to the sarpanch, he suggested to lodge a complaint in the police station. A 
th

complaint was lodged on Chandar on 25  April 2017 at Shadnagar Police Station.
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Interventions:

· Conducted fact finding

· Strengthened the victim

· Followed up investigation

Present Status:

· Charge Sheet filed

· Pending in the court

Savitha Bai - Attempt to Rape and Domestic Violence

Details of the Victims:

Name of the Victim /Age : Kendoth Mudavath Savitha Bai (28)

Caste : ST Lambada

Village : Manchanpally

Mandal : Peddemul

District : Vikarabad

State : Telangana

Details of the Accused

Name of the Accused / Age : Kendoth Mudavath Darasingh (30), Kendoth Mudavath    

Ramdas  (55), Kendoth Mudavath Punnibai (50)

Caste : ST Lambada

Village : Athukur Thanda

Mandal : Peddemul

District : Vikarabad

State : Telangana

Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 6/6/2017

Place of Incident : Athukur Thanda

Type of Atrocity : Attempt to Rape

Date of lodging the first complaint : 7/6/2017

Date of FIR : 7/6/2017

F. I. R No : 69/2017                                                                                          

Police Station : Peddemul Police Station

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C                                                         : 354

nd
Details of the 2  incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 6/7/2017

Place of Incident : Athukur Thanda

Type of Atrocity : Domestic Violence
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Date of lodging the first complaint : 7/7/2017

Date of FIR : 11/7/2017

F. I. R No : 35/2017                                                                                          

Police Station : Women Police Station, Vikarabad

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C                                                         : 498 A, 506

Other : 3 & 4 DP Act

Details of the Case:
th

Savitha Bai (28) was married to Darasingh on 8  April 2012 with a dowry of 1 lakh and 5 thulas of gold.  

Ever since  marriage Darasingh did not engage in any constant work to earn livelihood. He used to go 

for hunting in the forest and sell few, would eat the rest for himself. He used to go late in the evenings 

for hunting and arrive at early in the mornings. Savitha Bai used to do household work and feed her 3 

children. Darasingh was harassing her for dowry and torture her physically and mentally. The routine 

of Darasingh to leave late in the evening to the forest and return early in the morning continued 

everyday but, gradually he stopped bringing food or money from what he hunted.  Suspecting his 

activity one  day Savitha followed Darasingh when he left home and she found that he is maintaining 

an illicit relationship with another woman named Jyothi. She called the elders in the vicinity and 

showed the illicit behavior of her husband to them. On compromising, Darasingh promised not to 

repeat the mistake, but hadn't stood on his word. 
th

On 6  June, when Darasingh left in the evening, his father, Ramdas, attempted rape on Savitha Bai. 

Darasingh's mother supported Ramdas's act telling that since her son isn't providing her pleasure, her 
th thhusband would. A case was filed against Ramdas on 6  June and FIR was registered on 7  June 2017. 

nd
2  Incident:

Darasingh's family had developed grudge on Savitha Bai for her protest and complaint. They used to 

harass her regularly and abuse her telling that how could she live after putting up a case on her own 

father-in-law. She was beaten so badly that her head was broken. The neighbors had informed Savitha 

Bai's mother and by the time she reached, Savitha Bai was bleeding severely. When questioned, 

Darasingh's family had beaten Savithabai's mother too.  Unable to bear the harassment and torture 
thSavitha Bai and her mother filed a Domestic Violence case on the entire family on 6  July 2017

Interventions:

· Conducted fact finding

· Organized awareness campaign in the Thanda

· Strengthened the victim

· Ensured necessary action by the police
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Aruna - Murder

Details of Deceased:

Name of the Deceased : K Aruna (30)

Village : Nehrunagar, SC colony, VattiCherukuru

Mandal : Mutluru

District : Guntur

State : Andhra Pradesh

Details of Accused:

Name of the Accused : K Sudhakar/35

Caste :  Madiga              

Village : VattiCherukuru

Mandal : Mutluru

District : Guntur

State   : Andhra Pradesh

Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 13/03/2017 

Place of Incident : in accused field

Type of Atrocity : Murder

Date of lodging the first complaint : 14/3/2017

Date of FIR :  14/3/2017

F. I. R No. : 28/2017

Police Station : VattiCherukuru

Details of the Case: 

Konda Venkayamma and her husband Balaswamy were residents of Vatticherukuru, they have 4 

children (2 Girls,2 Boys).  Balaswamy died at an early age, family responsibility fell on the shoulders of 

Venkayamma. In year 2004, Venkayamma arranged marriage of her elder daughter Aruna at the age of 

13 years with Sudhakar s/o Vijayamma w/o Subbarao, residents of VattiCherukuru. They were 

blessed with 2 children,  a girl and a boy. Everything went on well for two years after the marriage. 

Sudhakar became addicted to liquor and is also a womanizer. He always suspected Aruna, abused her 

in filthy language and beat her many times. Unable to bear the harassment Aruna attempted suicide 

for 3 times by consuming pesticides. These three times Venkayamma got her treated.  5 years back 

they complained in Vatticherukuru PS, but he did not change his attitude. In January 2017 Sudhakar 

acted more violently, he hit her with a stick on her head, she collapsed with bleeding injury, but 

Sudhakar carelessly went away. He came to Perecharla and informed his brother in law that 'Aruna 

was crying for unknown reasons and asked him to inform this to his mother' and he left away.  Having 

come  to know about the matter, Venkayamma went to Vatticherukuru and brought her daughter and 

grandchildren to Perecharla. 

Sections applied in the FIR

 I. P. C   : 302 of IPC
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On 7/3/2017 Sudhakar came to Venkayamma's house and asked to send his wife. Venkayamma 

believed that he would be good hereafter and agreed to send Aruna.  He stayed that night and woke up 

early in the morning at 3am on 8/3/2017 and said that he will go to his village. But his mother in law 

asked him to go in the afternoon and he agreed and started in the afternoon of the same day. 

On 13/3/2017 early in the morning Sudhakar took his wife Aruna to their agriculture field, as per pre-

set plan. He hid petrol and weapons in the hay heap to murder Aruna. He quarrelled with Aruna hit her 

strongly on the head with a stick and stabbed with knife cut her private parts including lips and chest. 

Later he poured petrol on the body and lit it.  He returned home and informed everything to his 

mother. Sudhakar's son Santosh listened the matter around 8am and informed to his maternal 

grandmother Venkayamma on phone. Immediately Venkayamma and her relatives reached 

Vatticherukuru on a tractor and saw her daughter's dead body. The relatives of Aruna took some 

photos of the dead body which show cruelty of the accused. Vatticherukuru police registered the case.

Interventions

· Conducted fact finding

· Followed up Investigation 

Present Status

· Accused arrested

Tumpalli Anuradha – Domestic Violence

Details of the Victims:

Name of the Victim /Age : Tumpalli Anuradha (22)

Caste : SC Madiga 

Village : Pothireddypalli

Mandal : Doma

District : Vikarabad

State : Telangana

Details of the Accused

Name of the Accused / Age : Tumpalli Yadaiah (24)

Caste : SC Madiga

Village : Sidupalli

Mandal : Parigi

District : Vikarabad

State : Telangana

Details of incident /FIR

Date of Incident/Time : 30/4/2017

Place of Incident : Pothireddipalli

Type of Atrocity : Domestic Violence, Dowry Harassment

· Charge sheet filed
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Date of lodging the first complaint : 30/4/2017

Date of FIR : 3/5/2017

F. I. R No :  24/2017                                                                                          

Police Station : Women PS, Vikarabad

Sections applied in the FIR

I. P. C                                                        : 498 A

Other : 3 & 4 of DP Act

Details of the Case:

Meeninti Venkatamma and her husband Buggaiah (late), SC Madiga by caste are residents of 

Pothireddipalli village, Doma mandal of Vikarabad district in Telangana state. They have two sons and 
th

one daughter Anuradha (22) by name. Anuradha studied up to 10  standard and later did ANM 

training. She used to stay in her brother's house at RTC cross roads, Hyderabad and was working as a 

nurse at Amba hospital. Anuradha came in to touch with Tumpalli Yadaiah brother of her sister in law 

and they both fell in love. They informed to their elders about the matter and the elders of both sides 

have not agreed for their marriage. On 03/03/2016 Anuradha and Yadaiah eloped and went to 

Yellamma temple at Chevella of Rangareddy district and married. Later Yadaiah took Anuradha to his 
thnative village Saidupalli. Yadaiah looked well Anuradha for 3 days and from the 4  day started to 

harass her for dowry. Anuradha was shocked and reminded him of his promise that he would take care 

of her well.  But he didn't change and continued to harass her beat her. Unable to bear the torture 

Anuradha went to her parents' house for about 10 times and all these 10 times the caste elders came 

convinced her parents and took her back. On the whole Anuradha stayed for about 8 months in her in 

laws house. On 2/1/2017 Yadaiah joined in Fast food center of Royal hotel at RTC cross roads of 

Hyderabad. Anuradha having come to know about this came to Hyderabad along with her mother on 

3/1/2017 and met Yadaiah saying that she will also stay with him by doing some job. Yadaiah took a 

room and they both stayed together. Anuradha went to her brother's house, collected her certificates 

and kept them in her house. Yadaiah took her certificates and hid them somewhere. Anuradha insisted 

for the certificates many times but he denied to give her and on 7/1/2017 he beat her severely causing 

a grievous injury on her head. The owner noticed the matter and informed to the police. The police of 

Chikkadapalli police station came to the rescue of Anuradha, took Yadaiah into custody and moved 

Anuradha to Gandhi Hospital, Hyderabad. She had 15 stitches on the head injury. Anuradha got 

Yadaiah released from the police and brought him back  home. Yadaiah after returning back to the 

home told Anuradha that “I had taken the house to kill you, you have no shame though I have scolded 

and beaten you many times, though I broke your head you have not died. If you would have died I 

would have married another girl by taking dowry, I am facing lot of problems because of you”. He also 

told that he  needs a bike and wish to lead a luxurious life and that there are many matches ready for 

him who will give Rs 3 lakhs dowry. Anuradha informed  her mother about the matter and she came to 

Hyderabad on 11/01/2017, saw her daughter with grievous injuries and questioned Yadaiah. Yadaiah 

replied saying either to give dowry demanded by him or else take away Anuradha. Later Anuradha's 

mother took her away to their village Pothireddypalli. On 14/1/2017 Yadaiah called Anuradha and 

asked for divorce. Later on, 31/4/2017 all the family members including Yadaiah came to Anuradha's 
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house at Pothireddypalli, dragged Anuradha and her mother out of the house and beat them uttering 

“if you don't give divorce how can I marry again”.  On the same day i.e on 31/4/2017 Anuradha 

approached the Women Police Station at Vikarabad and lodged a complaint.               

Interventions:

· Conducted fact finding

· Counselled the victim

Present Status:

· Pending in the court

Round Table Conference on Domestic Violence Against Dalit Women

Round Table Conference (RTC) on Domestic Violence Against Dalit Women was conducted on 10 

November 2017 at Madina Education Society,  Nampally,  Hyderabad. 

Violence against women and girls continues to be epidemic that kills, tortures and maims physically, 

psychologically, sexually and economically.   It is one of the pervasive  human rights violations 

denying women and girls equality, security, dignity and self-worth and their right to enjoy 

fundamental freedoms. In India large number of women are murdered by their husband and in-laws 

on suspicion of infidelity or getting rid of her so that the male can marry again for more dowry.  In 

India, it is a common feature that most of the abused women don't report the violence and try to give 

the impression as if everything is fine with her husband. This is done for the sake of family 

honour/reputation. Domestic Violence is more prevalent among Dalit Women which has been 

unaddressed and no one dares to speak against it. Moreover, the available redressal avenues are not 

accessible to them.  The Special Act on domestic violence is not useful for the dalit women thus 

making their lives more vulnerable.  There is lot of silence and impunity surrounding domestic 

violence.  DSS felt that there is a need for vital interventions to change this attitude and sensitize 

women to challenge the inequities and social norms that perpetuate abuse.  Raising awareness of the 

problem among the general public is also critical.  DSS earnestly feels that silence on domestic 

violence should end   and it be discussed so as to tackle its root causes.  Sending an abuser to jail sends 

a powerful message that domestic violence is a criminal act.   This RTC was organized as a step in that 

direction.

Eminent persons from all walks of life attended the Round Table Conference as Jury members.  

Prominent among those that attended were:  Justice Chandra Kumar, Retd. Judge of High Court; Sri 

Chellappa, IAS, Chairperson, Tribal Commission, Govt of Telangana; Sri J Parimala, IPS, SP – Women 

Protection Cell, CID; Sri Ram Narasimha Reddy, Addl. Superintendent of Police; Sri Dileep Reddy, 

Editor, Sakshi; Sri Ranjitha, Resident Editor, Indian Express; Dr. Siddoji Rao, Director, SC, ST IAS/IPS 

Officers Forum; Dr. Sudha Rani, Professor, Ambedkar Open University; Prof. K Y Ratnam from 

Hyderabad Central University; Dr. A Subrahmanyam, Retd Dean of Law, Acharya Nagarjuna 

University, Dr. Suhasini, Retd. Professor; Sri Sudha Goparaju, Social Activist; Sri Abhirami, National 

Coordinator, NDMJ; Sri Vimala Morthala, Advocate & Writer; Sri Shyamala, Member CWC, T Aruna & 

Maitri, Senior Journalists and Dr. Yadaiah.  The Conference was presided over by Jhansi Geddam.
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The cultural team presented powerful songs on violence against women and motivated the audience. 

Later Ambedkar photo was garlanded by Sri Dilip Reddy from Sakshi and Savitribai Phule's photo 

was garlanded by Sri Chellappa IAS. 

Sri Daniel Vijay Prakash, Program Manager welcomed the 

gathering and briefed about the program and said that the concerned 

officials, subject experts will be hearing the agony of the victims and 

the exchange of views will be done across the table. Explaining about 

the Domestic Violence Act he said that it is of no use to the dalit women, 

any Act is reviewed after a decade and it is pitiable that no one has 

reviewed the implementation of Domestic Violence Act. Dalit 

organizations have reviewed the implementation of SC, ST (PoA) Act 

and have succeeded in bringing necessary amendments. In similar 

fashion DV Act also needs many amendments keeping in view the 

dalit/ Adivasi women and also bring in a provision for compensation to 

ensure necessary support to the victims.     

The session commenced with the introduction of the objectives of the RTC by the National Convener 

of Dalit Sthree Sakthi, Ms. Jhansi Geddam.  She outlined the objectives as follows:

l To provide forum for the victims of domestic violence to ventilate their grievances and  seek 

help from the concerned authorities.

 l To support, encourage the fight of the dalit women against domestic violence.

 l To sensitize the public and concerned authorities concerning the large scale and brutal 

domestic violence prevalent among the dalit communities.

 l To mobilize public opinion against domestic violence and to punish those indulging in 

domestic violence.

 l To invite analytical views from everyone to find out the root causes of domestic violence and to 

motivate all concerned to give suitable suggestions to end domestic violence.

 l To mobilize opinions for review of the implementation and usefulness of 'Protection of 

Women from Domestic Violence Act' and suggest for Amendments of the Act.

The selected victims of domestic violence who have been struggling for justice attended the RTC with 

courage and determination.  After the introduction, one after the other, the victims of domestic 

violence recited their ordeals in facing the violence and further in their unending fight for justice.  

Everyone in the RTC were moved not only by the agony the victims are facing but also by their 

determination and courage to see that the culprit partner be punished.  Their long, arduous and 

untiring efforts at getting justice exposed the lopsided functioning of the police, justice and other 

departments and also the gaps in the Special Act.  The real-life narrations of these women were 

revealing and educative to all that assembled at the RTC.  Their chronicles of vicious cycle of violence 

in the families exposed the explosive situation of the society and was eye-opener to all concerned.  In 

about 5 instances of domestic violence, the perpetrators were from the police department.   There 

was caste based violence also in cases of inter-caste marriages, where the women was dalit and the 

husband was from a non-dalit caste, thereby exposing the deep-rooted caste prejudices, even after 

marriage.  
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Responses from the Jury: 

Sri J Parimala, IPS, SP – Women Protection Cell, CID, keenly heard each of the case presentation and 

intervened by giving suggestions, collecting missing details and noting down 

the case position.  She assured then and there that she would 

pursue the matter from her department.  She appreciated DSS 

for organizing the event and inspired the victims to 

continue their legal fight with determination and assured 

her support.   She enthused the victims to stand up and 

never to compromise the case or withdraw the case.  She 

highlighted the importance of spreading awareness on the 

Domestic Violence Act by campaigning in the villages.  She 

insisted that women should be motivated to break the silence and 

speak up and cited her experience where women slowly took the 

initiative to give complaints after they were educated.

She stressed the importance of sensitizing the dalit communities about the criminality of domestic 

violence and felt that the women get routinely cheated with an unrealistic hope that the husband will 

change, which never happens.  At times he may pretend and assure that he will change, but the core of 

male authority in him never goes.  Hence the women should be strong and never live in false hopes.

Sri Jhansi, pointed out the unfair and discriminatory perceptions of the community in fervently 

reacting against the violence if it is by the dominant castes while closing their eyes if it is violence by 

the husband.  The existing DV Act is more suited for families with properties and houses but not for 

dalit families.  There is no provision for rehabilitation and compensation for dalit women who are 

tortured and abandoned by their husbands.  She bemoaned at the dalit male attitude in perceiving the 

struggle against domestic violence as anti-dalit.

Sri Sudha Rani, appreciated DSS for organizing this RTC which is a way forward towards realizing the 

equality of dalit women in the family.  She stressed the need for 

family support and advised the young women to be careful in 

assessing a person.   She emphasized the need for proper 

child rearing and socialisation in an atmosphere of 

treating girl and boy equally. She pointed the need for 

rehabilitation centres for victims of domestic violence 

akin to the domestic violence centres in Europe, where 

the women could be protected, counselled and capacitated 

for leading an independent life.

Sri Justice Chandra Kumar, 

Retired High Court justice, appreciated DSS for organizing 

RTC.  He told that everything changes over a time and that 

change is the law of life.  He advised women to try to be 

liberated economically, mentally and physically.  

Capacitation of women to lead independent life is 

important.  He felt that women should be daring in 

affirming their rights without being hindered by the thought of 
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family reputation or hang-ups.  He called upon the women not to be worried about what others 

would think of her if she complains.  He recommended that F.I.R. should never be changed and 

counselled the women never to make any false implications. He emphasized the need for 

sensitization of the  society and media on the subject of domestic violence.  

He felt  that money value is ruling the relations and it should be changed.

Sri Ranjitha, Editor, Indian Express:  She expressed anguish at the 

distressing stories of the victims of domestic violence and appreciated 

their courage in standing up for their rights.  She condemned the attitude 

of taking domestic violence lightly and called upon the police and State to 

seriously tackle the issue by understanding the case and incorporating 

relevant legal provisions.  She advocated that media should track all cases 

of domestic violence and report with right perspectives and exhorted the 

women to stand up for justice and equality.

Sri. Dilip Reddy, Executive Editor, Sakshi:  He stated that in the ultimate 

analysis, it is domestic violence that lies at the root of all violence in the 

society.   He felt that the violence is in varied forms and the cases presented 

only are tip of the iceberg.  According to him, two aspects encourage a male 

to indulge in domestic violence.  They are:  Firstly, that it is common and 

acceptable to hit, blow or torture one's own wife.  Secondly, the guarantee 

that nothing will happen if he indulges in domestic violence.  It is 

necessary to erase these two aspects for a domestic violence free society.   

He appreciated the courage of the victims and recommended that all the 

25 cases be studied and analysed deeply and assured of the media support 

and felt that it is their responsibility.

Sri. Chellappa: He cited the recent self-immolation of a poor family who 

were victims of money lenders and pointed out the insensitiveness of the 

police in not registering the cases of the poor and exploited.  He felt that 

the dalit men need gender sensitization and ensure that they give equal 

space to the dalit Adivasi women as desired by Dr B R Ambedkar. Similarly, 

media also should be sensitized to cover domestic violence cases.

Sri Suhasini, appreciated DSS for arranging face to face with the victims, 

so that the reality of domestic violence is objectively exposed.  She said 

that the perspective of viewing woman as a thing 

and a feeling of ownership of her body is the 

reason that leads to domestic violence.  She 

analysed that by keeping quiet on domestic violence in the name of family 

honour, women are actually getting steeped into the normative order of 

patriarchy as propounded in Manu Dharma Sastra and Hindutva. She 

criticized the dalit males who internalized the Manu ideology and 

practicing cruelty towards women.  She advised that the upbringing and 

socialization of children should be equal without gender inequalities and 

gender stereo types.
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Sri Abhirami, thanked DSS for inviting her to such a well-organized RTC on 

domestic violence.  She urged to break silence on domestic violence among dalit 

community.  She felt that the proper legal provision for domestic violence 

should be Attempt to murder (307) and not 498, as the real nature of the 

violence is to kill her.  She felt that constant counselling is needed.  It is 

necessary for the women to come out of the legacy that she should behave like a 

good wife, thereby surrendering to and internalizing the norms of Manu 

dharma.   Women should first purge the Manu dharma from their heads.  

Women should not think that she was born to serve the man and bear male 

children for him, so that he attains heaven. Women should shed the idea that it is shameful to live as a 

single woman in the name of honour/reputation.  She should look for future and struggle for rights 

and equality. She said that in many incidents there was no change in the men and the women have 

been suffering continuously. Narrating about the neem tree she said we may water it with milk or the 

water from Ganga, the bitterness remains same. Similarly, however the situation may be we can't 

expect the change in men. 

Sri  Siddoji:  He lamented that the society looks down the victims while 

accepting the exploiter due to his power, money and authority.  He 

condemned the hypocrisy of men in treating his wife in one way and his sister 

in another way.  He felt that domestic violence has become a way of life and 

many dalit men are torturing their wives on the suspicion of infidelity. 

Prof.  Ratnam, appreciated DSS for organizing RTC for the victims of 

domestic violence and felt that it is like the RTC of 1930s in which Dr.B.R. 

Ambedkar participated to ventilate the grievances of the depressed castes 

and fought for their rights.  He said in inter-caste marriages, dalit women are 

facing all types of violence like, economic, mental, physical, and sexual in 

addition to caste humiliation and discrimination.   In the mainstream politics 

dalit men are questioning the caste domination, while the dalit women are 

questioning the dalit men for their equality.  Only when the dalit women are 

freed from oppression and domestic violence, they can participate and play 

their role in the economic development of the nation.  He appreciated that 

DSS efforts in organizing this RTC pave way for the participation of dalit 

women in the national economic development.

Sri Sudha Goparaju:  She felt that it is erroneous to believe that brother/father look upon their 

sister/daughter with affection and equality.  They may not themselves beat or torture their 

sister/daughter, but they recognize the right of her husband to beat her.  

Usually they don't condemn or oppose the domestic violence on their 

daughter/sister and counsel and prod her to behave and adjust.  Patriarchy has 

many facets and forms and it should be deeply studied and analysed for 

launching appropriate struggles.  She opined that globalization didn't bring 

any liberation for women as believed by many.  On the other hand, it brought 

more freedom to men and the patriarchy continues in new forms and in more 

sophisticated way.  Women should probe into the social order and devise 
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strategies for struggles.  Commenting on the legal position, she drew the attention to the fact that the 

existing laws only deal with the violence after it occurs and there is no law to prevent domestic 

violence.  She ridiculed the unrealistic curriculum of the schools and text books, which doesn't have 

anything about the social, family reality.  There is nothing about women, violence and life in the 

school text books.  Without an iota of teaching and study on life aspects and reality, how can the 

children be educated about equality of men/women or violence? She 

appreciated DSS for breaking the silence on domestic violence.

Sri Maitri from Hans India: It is wrong to believe that domestic violence is a 

private affair of the concerned family. Victims need to speak out boldly on the 

violence being faced by them and then only the community comes out in 

support of them. One of the main remedy for the domestic violence is to 

overcome the pressure at home and curtail violence.  Children should be 

educated about sexually abusive behaviour and touch. 

Dr Yadaiah:  One should study Ambedkar, Phule and other social reformers 

and cull out the principles advocated by them for formulating strategies for 

achieving women equality.  The methodology advocated by Dr. Ambedkar, namely, educate, agitate 

and organize should be adopted to achieve women liberation.   He suggested to recognize the role of 

religion.

Ms. Bhagya Laxmi, Coordinator proposed vote of thanks.

Additional  Jury members

First Row :          Prof A. Subrahmanyam, Retired Dean of Law, Acharya Nagarjuna University,     
                               Ram Narsimha Reddy, Addl DCP,  Vimal Morthala, Feminist Writer  Dr. Yadaiah

Second Row :    Aruna, Journalist, Srinivas,  Sudhakar, Advocate of High Court, 
                               Syamala, Member of CWC,  
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Impact:

l

l The concerned higher officials were able to see how and where their departments were 

lacking in rendering justice to the victims.

l  The morale of the victims was boosted due to the presence of so many intellectuals from 

different walks of life prodding them to stand up for justice.

l  The concerned officials were able to know the gaps in resolving the cases and assured follow 

up.

l The media representatives were able to see the reality of domestic violence and were inspired 

to give necessary space in media for the issue.

 l Many ideas and suggestions came for DSS to plan its future programme of action.

Suggestions that came up from the RTC:

 l Women should shed the unrealistic hope that the husband will change, which never happens 

Dalit men should see the atrocities and domestic violence from the same gender lens 

 l Among many dalit males, there is an attitude of perceiving the struggle against domestic 

violence as an attack on them. 

 l Women should affirm their rights without being hindered by the thought of family  reputation 

or other hang-ups.  

 l The perspective of viewing woman as a thing and a feeling of ownership of her body is the 

reason that leads to domestic violence.

 l By keeping quiet on domestic violence in the name of family honour, women are actually 

getting steeped into the normative order of patriarchy as propounded in Manu Dharma Sastra 

and Hindutva. 

 l Dalit males who practice cruelty towards women have internalized Manu dharma  sastra.

 l Women should come out of the legacy that she should behave like a good wife.

 l Women should first purge the Manu dharma from their heads.

 l In inter-caste marriages, dalit women are facing all types of violence like, economic, mental, 

physical, sexual in addition to caste humiliation and discrimination.

l  In the mainstream politics dalit men are questioning the caste domination, while the dalit 

women are questioning the dalit men for their equality.  

 l Only when the dalit women are freed from oppression and domestic violence, they can 

participate and play their role in the economic development of the nation.  

l Globalization didn't bring any liberation for women as believed by many.  On the other hand, it 

brought more freedom to men and the patriarchy continues in new forms and in more 

sophisticated way. 

The RTC impacted all concerned in more than one way.
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Recommendations: 

ü All the stakeholders/concerned departments to review together for effective implementation 

of DV Act

ü To spread awareness on the Domestic Violence Act by campaigning in the villages

ü To create gender sensitization, socialization and promote equality in nurturing 

              girl and boy

ü To include in the academics on gender equality, concepts of domestic work, disparity in wages, 

informal social norms and customs etc. 

ü To establish rehabilitation centres for victims of domestic violence akin to the 

              domestic violence centres in Europe. 

ü To capacitate victims of domestic violence for leading an independent life.

ü To sensitization the society and media on the subject of domestic violence. 

ü To sensitize the police and the state not to perceive domestic violence casually.  

ü To eradicate domestic violence as it lies at the root of all violence in the society.

ü To bring a change in the perception of men that the prevalence of domestic violence, is  due to 

the belief that it is common and acceptable and due to the guarantee, that  nothing will happen 

if the husband indulges in domestic violence.

ü To study deeply and analyse many facets and forms of Patriarchy for launching 

appropriate struggles. 

ü To thoroughly analyse the recent judgements and suggest necessary steps for effective 

implementation of the Act

ü To amend the existing laws keeping in view the dalit women and also bring in preventive 

measures for domestic violence.
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A Study on Implementation of SC, ST (PoA) 

Amendment Act 1989

Constitution came into force 69 years ago which guaranteed equality and justice in the preamble and 

various articles of the Constitution.  Article 14 of the Constitution ordains that : “The state shall not 

deny to any person equality before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the territory of 

India.”In this article, the expressions 'equality before the Law'  and “equal protection of laws”, are  

similar to common law and US Constitutions, respectively.   The equality clauses of most of the world 

constitutions are couched in terms of Article 14 of our constitution, as that would be enough to cover 

all aspects of equality among the citizens.  

But, in India, this much is not enough to guarantee equality, given the caste system, untouchability, 

exploitation, forced labour, child labour etc.  Hence the makers of the Indian constitution, particularly, 

its drafting committee Chairman, Dr. BR Ambekar took meticulous  care to guarantee equality in all its 

aspects, in the context of Indian social reality.  That's why, in addition to Art.14, we have other Articles 

15 to 18 , and Articles 23 and 24 which touch upon multifarious facets of equality.  Important among 

them being  the task of eradicating the  institutionalized inequality  inherent in the age old caste 

oppression,  caste discrimination , denial of access to public places, institutions, temples, bathing 

ghats, wells, hotels etc and other untouchability practices .  

These additional  articles  from 15 to 18 were designed to address these issues.   Thus, the right to 

equality in the Constitution of India is not merely a negative right not to be discriminated against, but 

also a positive right to be treated as an equal. Under the later aspect of the right, which is the essence 

and core of the right to equality, the State is under the obligation to take necessary steps so that every 

individual is given equal respect and concern which he is entitled to as a human being.  

First, efforts to usher in equality by eradicating untouchability practices were made  by enacting 

Untouchability Offences Act 1955.  This Act was very weak and didn't have any deterrent effect, as the 

punishments were so low as a fine of Rs.500/  and /or imprisonment of six months.   

During those days, the practice of untouchability was very wide spread  and more open compared to 

the present day.  Dalits were routinely denied to enter all public places, including hospitals.   Despite 

such practices, the Act didn't provide proper deterrent sanctions.  For example, Section 5 lays down :

“Section 5: Punishment for refusing to admit persons to hospitals, etc. :

Whoever on the ground of "untouchability"-

    (a) refuses admission to any person to any hospital, dispensary, educational 

institution or any hostel attached thereto, if such hospital, dispensary, 

educational institution or hostel is established or maintained for the 

benefit of the general public or any section thereof; or

    (b) does any act which discriminates against any such person after 

admission to any of the aforesaid institutions;

shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to six months, or with fine which may extend to five 

hundred rupees, or with both”.
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The entire Act was just a feeble legislation, which was never implemented. Due to its non- 

effectiveness and  non-implementation, the Act was amended in 1976 and renamed as Protection of 

Civil Rights Act 1976.  Even this is as shabby as the earlier one, without any real deterrent effect.  

Meanwhile, irrespective of these laws, dalit movement across the country was growing powerfully 

and Dalits were no longer willing to carry the yoke of age old oppression and feudal practices.  They 

started asserting in no uncertain terms their democratic aspirations for equality, dignity and  self-

respect .  

 The dominant castes  could neither digest the dalit assertion nor willing to loose their hold on them.  

As such the dominant castes attacked Dalits whenever the dalits violated traditional norms of 

bondage.  The attacks were cruel,  like beheading, burning alive, genocide of men, women and 

children, social boycott etc.  Bihar, U.P and A.P witnessed such mass killings of Dalits during 1980s.  

These attacks couldn't deter the Dalits to surrender, on the other hand the movement grew more 

powerful and widespread.  In Bihar, Karnataka, Maharashtra and A.P. a section of dalit youth formed 

into armies and even retaliated the genocides in similar terms.  Dalit movement now started aspiring 

to grab state power to put an end to the atrocities.  It was in the background of such a scenario across 

the country, the union government had to concede the demands of the dalit movement and  enacted 

the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act in the year 1989.

Thus, for the first time after the Constitution came into force, at the theoretical level, equality and 

abolition of untouchability was sought to be enforced in real terms through this Act.  Yes, passing of 

this Act amounts acceptance of dalit equality at the theoretical level only, since in actual practice  it 

has become a colossal task for dalit organizations to see that the Act is implemented.   Vexed with the 

loopholes in the Act and non-cooperative attitude of the police and other personnel, dalit 

organizations fought and lobbied with state for amending the SC/ST Act  and successfully got the Act 

amended which came into force in 2016.  Even after more than one year of the coming into force of 

the new provisions, still majority of cases are booked under the old law, which shows that none 

knows the new Act.  This is the tragedy of our criminal administration justice system.  Again, the 

personnel of the concerned departments have to be reminded by Dalits that new provisions have 

come into force.  

The  mindset of the entire personnel manning the administration of criminal justice system  is still 

steeped in caste perceptions only.  Republican form of governance did not sink into the governance.  

All state institutions are modern only in outward form while the  thought process of the personnel 

manning these institutions is steeped in casteism and not constitution.  Most of the personnel whose 

duty it is to implement the SC/ST (PoA) Act, suffer from lack of knowledge of the objectives of the law 

and also lack the spirit and are often prejudiced.  Hence , to take stock of the present situation, bring 

out the loopholes in the respective departments and to sensitize them for the effective 

implementation of the Amended Act for accessing justice to dalits. DSS collected data of the atrocity 

cases from the CID of Andhra Pradesh for the Period 01/01/2016 to 30/06/2017 pertaining to 

Visakhapatnam Rural,  Visakhapatnam Commissionarate, East Godavari (Kakinada), East Godavari 

(Rajahmundry) West Godavari, Krishna District Rural, Vijayawada Commissionarate,  Guntur Urban 

and Guntur Rural Districts. The Study is in progress.

93
th12 Annual Report - 2017



Monitoring Relief, Rehabilitation and Trials 

The administration of criminal justice system,  as is operated today, doesn't run on its own, it has to 

be pushed at each stage.  From the stage of FIR to judgement one has to follow-up the case at each 

stage and see that the system operates and the concerned personnel discharge their duties in 

accordance with law.  Otherwise, nothing moves and the case will be lost and the accused get 

acquitted.  DSS during the course of its decade of practice, observed that there is utter lack of 

sincerity and commitment among most of the investigating officers, public prosecutors in dealing the 

case.  Added to this, lack of knowledge of law, poor abilities in drafting, lack of efficiency, corruption, 

caste prejudice contribute further in losing the case.   While, these are the actual reasons for acquittal 

of majority of the cases under the SC,ST(PoA) Act, the blame is placed on dalits and it is alleged that 

dalits are filing false cases and misusing the Act.    

While this is the scenario of prosecution of cases, regarding payment of compensation, the less said is 

better.  The victims are humiliated, treated as if they are beggars and insulting remarks with 

innuendos are passed.  Victims are made to run from pillar to post to produce certificates, papers etc 

which they are unable to understand.  Whenever an atrocity occurs it only means that the state and 

system failed in protecting the constitutional rights and money payment to victims is just one aspect 

of the atonement by the State for its failure in discharging the constitutional duties.  This spirit is not 

grasped by any official and instead of feeling apologetic and sympathetic towards the victims, they 

feel the victims are lucky to get compensation.  It is as if saying that a dalit woman is lucky for having 

been raped or attacked as she can get a few lakhs of rupees.  This topsy-turvy understanding of the 

spirit of the Act makes them feel that nothing more is needed and consequently dilute the process of 

prosecution.  

Having undergone the frustrating experience of poor functioning of the system, DSS devised plans 

for plugging the loopholes and alleviating the difficulties in trial process.   First it is necessary to 

sensitize all concerned about the dalit situation, constitutional rights and the objectives of SC,ST 

(PoA) Act.  Accordingly, DSS has been carrying out activities in this direction.  Some of the activities 

implemented by DSS to achieve this objective are: DVMCs, Legal Resource centre, Advocates Meets, 

Judiciary Follow up, Judgements, Representations, RTC/Public Hearing on SC,ST (PoA) Act

State Advocates Forum

To tackle all legal and trial related matters, like, orientation 

to the victims and witnesses, procuring necessary 

documents, assisting in claiming compensation, monitoring 

trial process etc., Dalit Sthree Sakthi is running a Legal 

Resource Centre at Vijayawada.  This resource centre is to 

facilitate the advocates and to ensure that they get 

necessary logistical support in giving prosecution 

assistance to victims and also to provide a meeting place for 

the advocates & victims. The advocate forums are connected 

to the Legal Resource Centre and can avail its services. 
thDSS has organized the State Advocates Forum of Andhra Pradesh on 24  May 2017 at Press Club, 

Gandhinagar, Vijayawada.  The meeting was presided over by Jhansi Geddam, National Convener of 
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DSS. The advocates present in the forum meeting were R. 

Ganga Bhavani, K. Jagajjivan Rao, R. Satyavedham, R. 

Devadeevena, K B Sundar, G. Malathi, B. Manjula, Francis, N 

Sunil Kumar, P Ambedkar and R. Esther Rani. DSS team 

members have also participated in the meeting. The 

programme manager GDV Prakash has detailed about the 

objective of the meeting, the need for monitoring the 

implementation of SC, ST (PoA) Act, assisting the victims in 

accessing penal & pecuniary justice. Later National Convener 

also shared about the need of forum, the importance of 

pursuing the cases in Special Courts, the role of advocates forum. She explained about Special Courts, 

the rights of the victims and witnesses and the important role to be played by the special public 

prosecutors in the implementation of the Act and Rules. She also detailed about the appointment of 

Special Public Prosecutors as per Sec 15 of SC, ST (PoA) Act. Detailing about the monthly review of the 

atrocity cases she said that the collector has to review on monthly basis along with the Deputy 

Director of Prosecutions by involving the SPP, similarly review the work of the SPP. Further, the 

Collector along with the Director of Prosecutions has to review the cases once in 6 months and submit 

reports of monthly and half yearly reviews to the state government. 

The role of judiciary is very important in curtailing and preventing atrocities, therefore Special Courts 

has to dedicate its full time. Hence all the special courts have to be restricted to the trials of only 

atrocity cases. The Amended Act says that the trial of a case must be completed within 2 months from 

the date of filing the charge sheet. Similarly, action U/s 4 of the Act has to be initiated by the special 

courts, the victim can approach the special courts for any action as per the Act. In case of delay in filing 

the charge sheet, the Investigating Officers have to submit in writing the reasons for delay to the 

special courts. Thus one can see the varied responsibilities of the special court in monitoring the 

effective implementation of the Act.  If the special court is burdened with routine and work of all cases 

under all laws in addition to the SC,ST (PoA) Act, the court cannot discharge its functions speedily and 

efficiently. Therefore, to fulfill all its responsibilities and render justice to the victims, it is necessary 

for the special court to devote its full time only towards the effective implementation of the Act.  All 

other cases and work has to be withdrawn from the special court. Then only it is possible to render 

justice to the victims and pave way for the eradication of the atrocities.  

All the advocates felt the need of a forum to monitor the implementation of SC, ST (PoA) Act, 

strengthen the victims & witnesses and follow-up the trials of the atrocity cases in the special courts. 

They stated that we need to build the perspective levels and the concept to all the Bar Association 

Members, so that a conducive environment is developed for the effective implementation of the Act by 

encouraging the right people to be appointed as SPPs and give them the necessary cooperation. 

 They shared their views as follows: 

v The list selection of advocates for preparing the panels for appointment of SPPs is being 

done as per norms i.e., by including the representation of SCs, STs, Women etc.; but 

ultimately when at the time of appointment, it is only the advocates of dominant 

community that are being appointed as SPPs.
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v This forum should become a platform to ensure that committed SC, ST advocates are 

appointed as SPPs in special courts.

v The SPPs and Judges lack the perspective and commitment towards the Act, hence 

orientation is not given to the victims & witnesses.

v Due to lack of perspectives, inefficiency, caste prejudice and collusion,scope is given to 

the defense advocates to demolish the evidence, which is leading to acquittal of cases.

v The system should not encourage anticipatory bails, stay orders which is diluting the 

spirit of the Act.  

v The PPs insensitive behavior is giving scope for the defense advocates to prevail over 

the victims and witnesses in protecting the accused. This attitude need to be taken to 

the notice of DoP and ensure necessary action.

v Whenever, any penal and pecuniary violation is questioned it is branded as anti-

government, contempt of court and also go to an extent of saying that the Act is being 

misused.

v Cases are compromised by brokers, caste elders; therefore, it is necessary to create 

awareness among the community

v Advocates forum is necessary, to strengthen the advocates on SC, ST (PoA) Act, build 

perspective levels among advocates so that they are committed for the cause.

v To identify 3-4 advocates per district and start applying for appointment as SPPs.

The advocates promised to take the responsibility of bringing in more members into the forum, 

organize the forum meeting at regular intervals and strengthen it to ensure that the Act is effectively 

implemented by all the stake holders. The forum meeting was concluded after  vote of thanks by the 

National Coordinator G. Sujatha.  

District Advocates Forum

Dalit Sthree Sakthi  organized the District Advocates Forum of East Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh 

on 8/7/ 2017 at Conference Hall, Amalapuram, East Godavari District.  The meeting was presided 

over by GDV Prakash, Program Manager of DSS. After the 

self-introduction of Advocates, he detailed about the state 
thadvocates forum held at Vijayawada on 24  May 2017 and 

as decided in the state forum, the district forum meet is 

being held. Detailing about the objective of the meeting, he 

explained the need for monitoring the implementation of 

SC, ST (PoA) Act, assisting the victims in accessing penal & 

pecuniary justice. Jhansi Geddam, National Convener 

shared about the back ground of the district, the increasing 

spree of atrocities, inaction of the police and the respective 

departments. Therefore, she stressed on the need of district advocates forum, the importance of 

penal and pecuniary follow up of the incidents and the role to be played by the advocates. She 

explained about Special Courts, the rights of the victims and witnesses and the important role to be 
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played by the special public prosecutors in the 

implementation of the Act and Rules. She also detailed about 

the appointment of Special Public Prosecutors as per Sec 15 

of SC, ST (PoA) Act. Detailing about the monthly review of 

the atrocity cases she said that the collector has to review on 

monthly basis along with the Deputy Director of 

Prosecutions by involving the SPP, similarly review the work 

of the SPP.  Further, the Collector along with the Director of 

Prosecutions has to review the cases once in 6 months and 

submit the report to the state government of both monthly 

and half yearly reviews. The role of judiciary is very 

important in curtailing and preventing atrocities, therefore 

Special Courts has to dedicate its full time. 

Responses from the Advocates: 

ü In Denmark and other countries if the judge is found 

guilty, they are punished. But in India it is different and the judges are seen as kings and the 

judges themselves feel as if “king can do no wrong”. 

ü In our country, there are about 5000 laws and SC, ST (PoA) Act is one among them. Normally 

the Atrocity Act is least attended by us and we often concentrate on DV Act, Prohibition Act, 

Bail petitions etc. 

ü When an atrocity takes place, we demand for the inclusion of all the accused, see whether they 

are remanded, ensure that there are proper and genuine witnesses.

ü We need to monitor properly from registration of the case till filing of the charge sheet, trials 

etc. 

ü We have to pursue that all the statements/ witnesses / evidences are proper and intact. 

During the trial, we should ensure that the selection of witnesses is proper so that, we can 

avoid a witness turning hostile. 

ü Most of the stakeholders don't have knowledge on the atrocity Act. The judiciary is in the 

clutches of brahmins and against justice. 

ü The police are not collecting evidence and procuring witnesses in atrocity cases as they are 

doing in other cases. 

ü There is lot of caste feeling in judiciary, the appointment of APPs, PPs, GPs, has become 

political, ruling parties are appointing their own people who have no subject, caliber, 

perspective, commitment etc. 

ü The guide lines issued by the Supreme court on this matter to the state government are of no 

use. 

ü The state governments are including the names of the SCs, STs in the panel only  for name sake, 

but are not appointing them, though they have the ability.       

ü The advocates involvement is necessary from FIR to charge sheet 

ü As our community are fearful we need to extend them necessary support. 
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ü Demand for moot courts to strengthen the victims and witnesses

ü We should also take initiative for appeals

ü Advocates need to ensure that in their areas only genuine complaints are registered

ü Dalit advocates should not be under the influence of the dominant communities and try to 

grow independently. 

ü Unity among the community and gender equality are necessary.

ü In exams and interviews OCs are given more marks on the pretext that unless and until the OCs 

get more marks they don't get jobs, whereas the SCs get jobs easily even if they get less marks. 

ü The judges intentionally humiliate the SC advocates in front of everyone though their 

argument is correct.

ü We need to work on community issues.

Recommendations:   

ü Training needed on the Act, fact finding skills and gender concepts etc.

ü Advocates to involve from FIR to charge sheet.

ü As our community are fearful we need to extend them necessary support. 

ü Demand for moot courts to strengthen the victims and witnesses.

ü Advocates to take initiative for appeals.

ü Advocates need to ensure that in their areas only genuine complaints are registered.

ü Proper guidelines to be framed for the functioning and equal accessibility to advocates welfare 

fund.

ü To apply to the district collector for appointment as SPPs and to constitute advocates panel as 

per the Act.

ü To address a letter to the district collector on the effective monitoring of juvenile and other 

cases in lower courts.

The meeting was concluded with the vote of thanks by Rapaka Deva Deevena. 

State Advocates Forum - Telangana
thDalit Sthree Sakthi organized the State Advocates Forum meet of Telangana State on 27  September 

2017 at its Office, Hyderabad.  The forum meeting was presided over by Jhansi Geddam, National 

Convener of DSS. The advocates present in the forum meeting were P. Ananthaiah, P. Mallaiah, A. 

Narsimhulu, D. Narsingha Rao, C. Jagadish, B. Venkat, U. Ajay Kumar, E. Arun.  P. Kalpana, B. Bhagya 

Lakshmi, J. Ramanjaneyulu from DSS were present. GDV Prakash National Program Manager of DSS 

gave a brief introduction on the objective of forum. Jhansi Geddam in her presidential address 

detailed elaborately on the present situation in the special courts, the delay in penal & pecuniary 

follow-up of the cases, importance of pursuing the atrocity cases from FIR till Judgement, applying for 

the appointment as SPPs, ensuring the effective implementation of the SC, ST (PoA) Amendment Act 

etc.   
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All the advocates felt the need of a forum at state and 

district level. The members present have taken the 

responsibility to organize the meetings in their 

respective districts. They shared their experiences as 

mentioned below:

v We need to spend more resources for registration 

of the case. It is observed that the investigation of 

atrocity cases is the least priority for the IO.  

When we demand for the speedy investigation, 

the IO is changed and it doesn't make much 

difference.

v The investigation is delayed to facilitate the accused to get stay/or get the case quashed and to 

turn the witnesses hostile.  The delay is for such a time that all the witnesses are demoralized 

and become hostile due to the local pressure from the dominant community.

v Legal Aid Authority had also failed in discharging their duty and atrocity cases are their last 

priority

v Boards displaying the SC, ST (PoA) Amendment Act to be kept in Police Stations, MRO Offices, 

MDO Offices and Panchayat Offices.

v To organize Civil Rights Day and focus on SC, ST (PoA) Amendment Act.

v Intensive training to the Advocates on SC, ST (PoA) Amendment Act.

v The situation of the SCs, STs elected to various Panchayat Raj posts is very vulnerable and they 

are facing more atrocities. They need to be strengthened and also trained on their roles & 

responsibilities and SC,ST (PoA) Amendment Act.      

The meeting was concluded with a vote of thanks by Bhagya Laxmi, State Coordinator of Telangana.   

District Vigilance and Monitoring Committee

Dalit Sthree Sakthi believes that government and statutory bodies can be utilized to question the 

violations from within the sphere, share our anguish and sensitize the concerned officials. This can be 

done by being part of such bodies.  District Vigilance and Monitoring Committee(DVMC) is one such 

platform where DSS utilizes to the optimum level in pursing the atrocity cases to the logical end by 

pinpointing the violations case wise and the action to be taken by the concerned officials of the 

respective department.
thDVMC meeting of Hyderabad district was held at 11.00am on 25  March 2017 at Collectorate, 

Hyderabad. The meeting was presided over by Joint-Collector and the other dignitaries on the dais 

were District Revenue Officer, Deputy Director of Scheduled Castes Development Department and 

Addl Deputy Commissioner of Police.  The meeting was attended by Revenue Divisional Officers, 

MROs, Asst Commissioners of Police, Inspector of Police representing their respective ACPs and 

Programme Manager of DSS and other members.  Self-introduction of the participants was done and 

review of some major cases was done. Programme Manager of DSS has thanked for organizing the 

DVMC meeting within the stipulated time and for sending the letter alongwith the case details book, 

well in advance. He raised the violations case wise and has asked about the implementation of the 
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decisions made in previous meeting. In pursuance of the same he pointed out that all the cases 

registered in 2016 need to be altered as per the amended clauses/sections, but in this matter no 

action has been initiated by the police; similarly, in no cases the stay vacation petitions have been 

filed, though the Act says it that anything pending in the higher courts to be disposed in 3 months. 

Likewise, he also raised many issues pertaining to investigation, immediate relief, compensation, 

pensions etc. The programme manager gave an analysis of cases forwarded from previous year, 

pending investigation beyond stipulated time, caste certificates pending with MROs, cases not filed 

with appropriate sections, etc. Since there were more violations in East Zone & West Zone, many 

pending cases from those areas have been reviewed. 

The main decisions recommended by DSS are as follows:

v As per Sec 4 & 5 of the Rules, the District Collector to review the cases once in six months with 

the Director of Prosecutions and once in a month with the Deputy Director of Prosecutions on 

the implementation of Chapter IV A (Rights of the victims and witnesses), position of the cases 

etc.

v As per Sec 7 of the Rules, the Investigation Officer to file charge sheet in the Special Court 

within 60 days and  if it is not done within the stipulated period, the IO has to submit written 

explanation for the delay in the special court.

v As per Sec 8 of the rules, the role of PCR Cell to be ascertained.

v Out of 178 cases, status of 100 cases remain at the same stage as they were in the previous 

DVMC meeting.

v Sec 4 is applicable on the SHOs for not registering the case with appropriate sections, similarly 

for not implementing the rights of the victims and witnesses.    
thDVMC meeting of Vikarabad district was held at Collectorate, Vikarabad on 4  April 2017 under the 

chairmanship of District Collector Sri Divya. The district officials of all line departments, DSPs of all 

sub divisions, Baghya Laxmi from DSS, Satyavathi from RADS, Ananthayya and others have 

participated. The collector welcomed all for the first DVMC meeting after the formation of the new 

district.  After the self-introduction, the collector reviewed the cases from April to December 2016, 

sub division wise. The representative of DSS raised specific violations in the cases of Pavithra, 

Harijana Naresh, Yadagiri, Vijay, Manibai, Nagendramma, Jyothi, Mounika, Narsimhulu, Sandhya, etc 

and demanded for arrest of the accused, filing of charge sheet, sanction of compensation, formation of 

road in Khanapur etc. The Collector ordered the concerned SDPOs for the arrest of the accused and 

filing of the charge sheets, similarly ordered the Deputy Director of SC Development department to 

release the compensation with immediate effect.

The recommendations made by DSS:

ü To file the charge sheet directly in the special court as per the Amended Act.

ü Issuing notices to the accused is not sufficient and they have to be arrested.

ü As stated by the police there are no judgements from the Supreme Court stating not to 

arrest the accused.

ü The cases are to be registered with appropriate sections or else the SHO is liable to be 

punished under Sec 4.  
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th th
DVMC meeting of Ranga Reddy districton 6  June and  DVMC meeting of Medchal on 16  

June:Both the meetings were held at the respective collectorates and were chaired by the concerned 

collectors.  The district officers of the concerned departments, RDOs, MROs, Joint Commissioners of 

Police, Deputy Commissioners of Police, ACPs and the Movement based organizations 

representatives including Dalit Sthree Sakthi participated. The violations case wise were raised and 

ensured that instructions were issued by the Collector to the concerned investigating officers. The 

other issues raised in the meeting demanding necessary action are as follows: 

ü Registration of cases with improper sections – action against SHOs U/s. 4 (2)(A)

ü Pensions to rape victims - Collectors ordered for sanction of pension and have also informed 

that the disbursement procedure is under process with the government. 

ü To conduct DNA test during Pregnancy – Collectors ordered the IOs to conduct DNA during 

pregnancy and not to wait for delivery.

ü Investigating officer to file memo in special court for delay of charge sheet as per Sec. 7(2) – 

The Collectors instructed the IOs to file memo in the special court apart from intimating to the 

Commissioner of Police/ Superintendent of Police. 

ü Long pendency in High Court – Collectors have decided to write letters to the Registrar of High 

Court and Government. 

ü Collector to review the cases on monthly basis with the in-charge of DoP at District level – The 

Collectors have instructed to organize the review meeting with the in-charge DoP at district 

level and the SPP.

ü Payment of Compensation – The Collectors have decided that the necessary documents such 

as FIR, Medical Reports, Charge sheet etc., to be sent to the “C” section of the Collectorate by the 

C sections of respective Commissionarate through E mails to avoid procedural delays.

ü To involve the PCR cell of CID as per rule 8.  

th
DVMC meeting of Vikarabad district was held at Collectorate, Vikarabad on 18  November 2017 

under the chairmanship of District Collector. The district officials of the all line departments, DSPs of 

all sub divisions, Baghya Laxmi from DSS and other members were present. The Collector reviewed 

the cases sub division wise. The representative of DSS raised specific violations in the cases of 

Pavithra, Harijana Naresh, Yadagiri, Vijay, Manibai, Nagendramma, Borinkada Laxmamma, Jangili 

Ramulu, Jyothi, Mounika, Narsimhulu, Sandhya, Venkataiah, etc and demanded for arrest of the 

accused, filing of charge sheet, sanction of compensation, etc. The Collector ordered the concerned 

SDPOs for the arrest of the accused and filing of the charge sheet on time and for payment of 

compensation on time. The cases which were pending in the previous meeting are in the same state 

even in this meeting and therefore DSS raised a strong objection at the inaction and asked for 

immediate action. 

thDVMC meeting of Ranga Reddy district was held on 18  November and it was presided over by the 

District Collector. The MLAs, district officers of the concerned departments, RDOs, MROs, Joint 

Commissioners of Police, Deputy Commissioners of Police, ACPs and the Movement based 

organization representatives including Dalit Sthree Sakthi have participated. The violations case wise 
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were raised and ensured that instructions were issued by the Collector to the concerned investigating 

officers. The other issues raised in the meeting demanding necessary action are as follows: 

ü Compensation to rape victims - Collector ordered for sanction of immediate compensation 

based on the preliminary medical report. 

ü The Collector instructed the IOs to file memo in the special court apart from intimating to the 

Commissioner of Police/ Superintendent of Police. 

ü Long pendency in High Court – Collector have decided to write letters to the Registrar of High 

Court and Government. 

ü Payment of Compensation to be speeded up by “C” section of the Collectorate and follow up 

with by the 'C' sections of respective Police Commissionerates.  
th

DVMC meeting of Hyderabad district was held at 11.30am on 28  December 2017 at Collectorate, 

Hyderabad. The meeting was presided over by District Collector and the other dignitaries on the dais 

were District Revenue Officer, Joint Collector, DCP-Crimes and Deputy Director of Scheduled Castes 

Development Department and Addl Deputy Commissioner of Police. Revenue Divisional Officers, 

MROs, Assistant Commissioners of Police, Inspector of Police representing their respective ACPs, 

Programme Manager of DSS and other members also attended the meeting.  Self-introduction of the 

participants was done and the follow up of decisions made in the previous meeting. Programme 

Manager of Dalit Sthree Sakthi raised many violations case by case such as Triveni, Annapurna, 

Roopa, Swetha, etc. and ensured that necessary action is initiated. According to the suggestion made 

by DSS, the Collector instructed the IOs to file memo in the special court apart from intimating to the 

Commissioner of Police. Programme Manager of DSS lodged a complaint on the ACPs of Gopalapuram 

& Banjara Hills and ensured necessary action against them for wilful negligence. The programme 

manager of DSS raised various continuous violations by the IOs by pinpointing the specific cases. DSS 

was entrusted the responsibility of preparing notes on specific Roles & Responsibilities of the 

concerned departments as per Act, training manual and an exclusive meeting with the District 
stCollector was scheduled for 1  Week of January 2018. The Collector entrusted the responsibility of 

relief follow-up in the murder of Sandhya Rani to DSS and the concerned RDO.

Public Action
stSravana Sandhya (17) SC Mala by caste joined in 1  Year Polytechnic Diploma in Engineering (CSE) at 

St Mary's Women's Engineering College, Budampadu in July 2016. She stays in the hostel Room No. 
th th401 in the 4  floor. On the fateful day, i.e. on 28  February around 6.30 a.m. Sravana Sandhya died 

under suspicious circumstances and the police failed to 

know/reveal the facts. Therefore, a Joint Action 

Committee (JAC) was formed to address the incident of 

Sravana Sandhya. The JAC having come to know that 

the case is being closed as an accident, it has organized 

relay hunger strikes in front of Collectorate, Guntur. 

DSS team participated in the dharna for two days.

DSS team alongwith the parents of the deceased 
st

Sravana Sandhya met the IGP-PCR Cell on 31  March 

2017 at his office in Vijayawada, submitted a 
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representation on Sravana Sandhya incident and had detailed discussions. After the discussions, the 

IGP got convinced and instructed the SP of Guntur to show all the available evidences such as CC TV 

footage. The DSS team met the SP, Addl SP of Guntur and finally met the concerned DSP and saw the CC 

TV footage. DSS team was convinced that the video clippings were tampered/deleted by the 

management of the college to destroy evidence.

Hearing by NCSC:

DSS team alongwith the parents of Sravana Sandhya met 
th

NCSC at Hyderabad on 26  April 2017, detailed about the 

incident and submitted a representation. In turn NCSC 

called for an action taken report from the SP-Guntur 

district and further the case was called for hearing by the 
th

Member-NCSC on 28  December 2017 at Hyderabad. The 

police of Guntur have come with the action taken report 

and DSS has opposed the report by presenting the 

evidences it has collected. The commission has ordered the 

police to take appropriate action. 

Appeals in Higher Courts:

Govada Sampurna of Aluru village in Mudinepalli mandal of Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh was 

an active leader and bread winner of the family. She was targeted by the dominant community elders 

and since she has not yielded to them she was falsely implicated in theft case and was continuously 

harassed. Unable to bear the harassment she committed suicide. An atrocity case was registered in 

Mudinepalli PS. After the investigation, the case was closed as false. DSS has approached the higher 

court and filed protest petition by furnishing the facts of the case.

In the suspicious death of Sravana Sandhya (17) (details given above) also, when the police were 

about to close the case,  DSS approached the High Court and filed a writ petition seeking proper 

investigation based on the facts and got an order for proper investigation.   

Court Trials: DSS advocates attend the trials to strengthen the victims & witnesses and to ensure 

proper direction of prosecution, to assist in preparing written arguments. In this process DSS 

advocates has attended to the court trials in the cases of Ch Swapna, Kappiri Divya Rape and Murder, 

Vanajakshi Murder, Luthia Gang Rape and Bhoodevi cheating in the name of love. 

Representations:

Presenting the victims and witnesses before the State Actors and Commissions:

v Presented the victims of 2 cases namely Taluka Revathi Cheating in the name of love, Maddela 
ndPuja Rape, before the collector of Hyderabad on 22  May and got sanctioned the 

compensation.

v Presented the victim Shipra Grace before the Commissioner of Police and Deputy 
th

Commissioner of Police of Cyberabad on 15  June, got the case registered and ensured the 

arrest of the accused.
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Presented the victims of 4 cases i.e., Anusha rape case, R Chandana Cheating in the name of 

love, Bindla Rajeswari Cheating in the name of love, Kandadi Jyothi Sexual Exploitation cases, 
th

before the Collector and DRO of Ranga Reddy district on 20  June seeking sanction of 

compensation, admission to residential schools and Kasturba home.  
thv Represented the case of Garagaparru social boycott to Chief Secretary on 7  July and 

demanded for immediate relief. Met the DGP and Additional DGP – CID of Andhra Pradesh on 
th

27  June and ensured the arrest of the accused. Similarly met the SP and Additional SP of West 
th

Godavari on 7  July and demanded for necessary action in Garagaparru and Agiripalli 

incidents.

v Had an exclusive meeting with the Principal Secretary Social Welfare of AP, IGP PCR Cell, Joint 

Director of Social Welfare in the last week of July and demanded for necessary penal and 

pecuniary action in 16 cases of East Godavari, West Godavari, Guntur and Krishna districts.

v The murder of Sravya (4) was represented to NCPCR, NHRC and district authorities of police 

and women and Child welfare department in the month of August. Closely monitored the 

investigation day to day as the culprits were juveniles and ensured necessary action and 

rehabilitation to the deceased mother.  

v Presented the victims of 2 cases namely Kethavat Laxmi Bai, Surpanch, attack and attempt to 
thmurder, Laxmi land alienation, before the District Collector and SP of Vikarabad on 11  

September and ensured necessary action. 

Sensational Results in Judgements:

v The continuous follow-up of the incidents from FIR till Judgement by DSS has yielded results in 

getting convictions in 3 cases. The details are as follows:

v In the Gang Rape of Luthia both the accused were sentenced to imprisonment for Life.

v In the Rape and Murder of Kappiri Divya, after a long battle for about 7 years, the accused was 

convicted imprisonment for Life.

v In the Brutal Murder of Vanajakshi, the accused was sentenced to imprisonment for Life.

v
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Appraisal and Rejuvenation

Team Reviews

Staff review meetings are conducted to appraise the designated activities, the challenges faced, the 

hurdles that came in the way and the results achieved. The reviews help in sharing and learning from 

one another's field experiences, help in reflecting on the design and improvising it and as a potion to 

rekindle the fire and activism so that when the staff go back to field they go with renewed robustness 

and enhanced perspective. It is regular but not a passive exercise.  It's an active, participant exercise 

with a view to cherish the seeds sown and the fruits of the work harvested.

Review meetings held:  

Trainings and team review meetings are held in any organization.  Periodical trainings and staff 

meetings help in understanding and effective management because it makes the team members 

more efficient and productive. It helps in getting knowledge from the resource persons on ideological 

and technical issues.  The staff can always clarify their doubts and seek solutions for the problems 

perceived.    In trainings on laws the team are explained about the content of various laws and also the 

procedures to be followed. When the staff are equipped with the knowledge of the duties of 

government personnel and the rights of the dalit women, they can demand for suitable actions.   They 

can identify the procedural lapses of the government personnel and point out the same.  Likewise, 

trainings on ideological issues, like gender, Ambedkarism helps them in understanding the social and 

economic issues.  The knowledge of procedures in fact finding, registering an FIR, inquest, post 

mortem, payment of compensation etc equip the staff in monitoring the atrocity cases and helping 

the victims in getting justice.  Trainings help in boosting the morale of the staff, increases their 

confidence levels while dealing with the police or revenue personnel and they can tactfully use all the 

available resources. DSS first imparts induction trainings initially at the time of recruitment and later 

provides regular trainings periodically.  Team review meetings are held at regular intervals for 

sharing, guidance, rectification and future direction.  The following team reviews and trainings were 

conducted during the year under reporting.

Main Points of Action Plan 

One-year Action Plan
Strengthening of WCS
To conduct reviews of VWCs, 
MWCs and DWCs
To work intensively on girl child 
issues and educational institutions
To organize the conference at 

th
Guntur on 26  January  

th11  National Annual Conference 
National level Round Table 
Conference
Cases to be presented in RTC
Venue & Logical arrangements
Mobilization

Date 

th th
4 & 5  
January

rd th
3 & 4  
February

Venue

State Office, 
Hyderabad

State Office, 
Hyderabad

Main Points Reviewed

Activities planned and 
carried out
Reasons for non-
implementation of some 
activities
Gaps and Challenges

Activities implemented in 
January

thReview on 26  January 
Conference 
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th th
9 & 10  
March 

th28  March 

th
27  April 

th18  May

st
31  May

th
16  June

State Office, 
Hyderabad

State Office, 
Hyderabad

State Office, 
Hyderabad

State Office, 
Hyderabad

State Office, 
Hyderabad

State Office, 
Hyderabad

No. of WCs strengthened
Review meetings of WCs
Achievements
Action plans at village level
Presentation of reports as 
per the format

Draw backs of Women 
Collectives
Non-implementation of 
activities
Formation of Yuva Sakthi 
Sanghas

Status of Yuva Sakthi 
Sanghas 
Impact of Gram Sabhas
Stages of Cases and action 
taken
Action on Belt shops 

Progress in Baseline and 
pending data
Impact of the Youth meets
Present status of the cases

Review of performance and 
results achieved

Assessment and findings of 
Baseline survey
Intervention in new 
villages 
Data collection in 
educational institutions
Status of old and new cases
Capacitation of WCs

March 8 Program at Vijayawada

To monitor Anganwadi centres, 
schools and hostels.
To follow up old cases
Revised action plans

To hold Grama Sabhas
To address incidents of violence.
Awareness meetings against liquor 
belt shops.
Awareness meetings on water 
issues.
To form Yuva Sakthi Sanghas

Collection of Base line data
Representations
Mandal level youth meets
Gram Sabhas
Follow up of Cases 

To procure data from PCR Cell
To focus on discriminatory 
practices in schools
To organize advocates meeting at 
Vijayawada

st
To submit all representations in 1  
week of June

To complete baseline survey of 
members/community
To complete the survey of schools

Follow up of Data collection from 
PCR cell

rd thTraining to WCs on 3  and 4  July 
at Hyderabad
Advocates meet at Amalapuram on 

th
8  July 
RTC on atrocity cases at 

thVijayawada on 28  July
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SWC reviews
Training to WCs and HRDs
Representation on issues
Identification of dalit youth and 
training

thConference on Aug 15  at 
Hyderabad
Campaign material on Domestic 
violence

thTo hold Gram Sabhas from 25  
th

October to 5  November
Continuous monitoring of 
Anganwadi centres, Schools and 
Hostels.
Follow up of Domestic violence 
cases.
Study on the implementation of 
Atrocity Act
RTC on Domestic Violence at 

th
Hyderabad on 10  November

To monitor 30 Anganwadi 
centres, 30 schools and 10 
Social welfare hostels.
Fact finding of pending cases 
and follow up of old cases.
Grama Sabhas in 5 villages.
WC meets in 3 mandals and 10 
villages.
Training to WCs and youth.
Representations on all the 
identified issues  

Follow up trainings to 
WCs
Identification of issues
Submission of 
representations
Penal & Pecuniary follow 
up of cases
Reviews of women 
collectives
Issues of education 
institutions

Status on the 
implementation of action 
plans at village level
Status of the 
representations
Compensation sanctioned 
Linkage between Yuva 
Sakthi Sanghas and WCs
Monitoring of Educational 
institutions

Present status of various 
representations/petitions 
regarding entitlements etc
Penal and Pecuniary 
status of the cases 
presented in RTC on 
atrocity Act and domestic 
violence Act 

State Office, 
Hyderabad

State Office, 
Hyderabad

State Office, 
Hyderabad

st
31  July

th
20  October 

st
21  
December 

Review meeting of Women Collectives:

Review meetings of Women Collectives at village, mandal, district and state level were organized at 

respective levels spread over 10 districts of 2 states. The women collective reviews up to the district 

level are held monthly at their respective head quarters while the state women collective meets at 

Hyderabad.

The issues that were identified at the village level are discussed during the review at village level, 

prioritized and representations are submitted to the concerned authorities at mandal level. Similarly, 

in the MWC review the status of the representations is assessed and followed up at the district level. 

The representations/petitions are submitted on the grievances day and are continuously followed up.   
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Date 

th
27  March

th
4  May

th
20  May

Venue

State Office, 
Hyderabad

State Office, 
Hyderabad

State Office, 
Hyderabad

Main Points Reviewed 

Roles and responsibilities.
Status of the pending 
issues.
New issues identified.
Assessment of the 
performance of the 
women collectives at 
respective level.
Needs assessment for 
strengthening.

Implementation of the 
activities and present 
status.
Reasons for non-
implementation of 
planned activities.
Gaps and challenges.
Carrier guidance for 
youth.
Network with DICCI for 
entrepreneur promotion.

Bifurcation of districts – 
access to administration.
Relocation of women 
collectives and 
segregation of jurisdiction 
accordingly.
Follow up of issues in new 
Collectorates in Telangana
Reasons for non-
functioning of women 
collectives, strategies for 
effective functioning.  

Main Points of Action Plan  

Focus on the interventions of the 
Anganwadi for pregnant women, 
lactating mothers and children.
To ensure the effective 
functioning of educational 
institutions.
Identification of individual and 
community issues, submission of 
petitions/applications and 
continuous follow up.
To fight against liquor belt shops.
To campaign on domestic 
violence.

Identification of dropouts.
Awareness to youth on the 
importance of education.
Identification of children for 
admission to schools, hostels etc.
Campaign against liquor.
Awareness camps in villages.
Penal and pecuniary follow up of 
cases.
Identification of works under 
NREGA.

To identify new areas for 
expansion.
Submit petitions for all the issues 
once again.
Strengthening the women 
collectives through orientation 
and trainings.
Organize awareness meetings in 
the villages.
Organize the youth and form Yuva 
Sakthi Sanghas.  

SWC Review meetings held:
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Trainings to Team, Women Collectives, Youth and Network Members

Training on Constitutional Safeguards and Implementation & SCSP/TSP Act.

A meeting was organized by HRF in coordination with DSS at Malkipuram, East Godavari district on 
th

6  March 2017 on the topic “Constitutional Safeguards and implementation & SCSP/TSP Act”.  The 

meeting was held in Ambedkar/Pule Bhavan.  About 100 people from the area attended the meeting 

and participated in the discussion with enthusiasm.

The meeting was presided by Sri Muthyala Srinivasa Rao explaining about the objective of the 

meeting said that though we have the Constitution and Special Acts such as SC, ST PoA Act and SCSP, 

TSP Act, the situation of the dalits is still vulnerable. Therefore, we need to analyse the present 

scenario and look for the ways forward to overcome the challenges and ensure the effective 

implementation of the above said Acts/laws.  

Dr. A. Subrahmanyam, Retd. Professor and Dean of Law, Acharya Nagarjuna University said that 

the constitutional and democratic values that were adopted by the Indian Republic are not digested 

by the people of this country.  The political elite, the executive machinery and even the judiciary has 

not thoroughly imbibed the constitutional values.  This is due to various reasons, including the fact 

that these values and our parliamentary system is not native, but borrowed from west.  In our 

country, democracy has been reduced to the simple 

equation of elections for every 5 years.  Once elected, the 

rulers behave as if they are kings of the ancient era.  

Political positions are also inherited by their children as 

the son of king becomes the king.  The real essence of 

democracy which means rule of law and democratic 

governance in accordance with constitutional values is not 

digested by our rulers and people.   It is caste constitution 

that actually governs the social, political and economic life 

of the society and the government also runs on these lines only.  People have to understand the 

essence of democracy and pressurize the government to run in accordance with rule of law.

He narrated how the constitutional value of abolition of untouchability is not seriously implemented 

even after 70 years of independence. 

Jhansi Geddam, National Convener of DSS in her opening remarks, she said people will have to be 

vigilant for proper implementation of SC, ST(PoA) Act, which is made much more powerful now after 

the amendments.  There is a general belief that this Act is applicable only if the attacker abused the 

victim in the name of caste, which is not correct.  There is no need to include in the complaint that 

he/she was abused in the name of caste and that is applicable only in one clause.  Now there are many 

provisions in the Act which are made stringent.  It is the duty of Dalits, NGOs and democratic minded 

people to see that the Act is properly implemented.  We have to reform and struggle ourselves, as it is 

we that are facing attacks.  Hungry man should fight and none else would fight on his behalf.  She 

reminded that Ambedkar told everyone to know first his ignorance and then he also said that it is the 

development of women that forms the basis of the development of the society.

Explaining about the SCSP/TSP Act, she said it is first necessary for everyone to know about the Act, 

so that it can be utilized and its misuse can be prevented.   This law is very significant as it is directed 
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towards the economic development of Dalits.  Thousands of crores of rupees are allocated under the 

Act.  Dalits should come forward and utilize the amount. DSS has been campaigning about the Act with 

a view to transform the dalit women into entrepreneurs and make them stand on their own.  It is 

necessary to notice the difference between the earlier schemes of SC corporation and funds under 

SCSP/TSP Act.  This, being an Act, it is obligatory for the government to implement the law.  As per this 

law, if a dalit starts a venture there will be 45% and 35% subsidy for women and men respectively.  

One can utilize these funds for purchase of Cars, JCBs, provision stores, coconut coir business, coconut 

business, beauty parlour, boutique etc.

She urged everyone to educate the dalit community and come forward for utilizing the funds under 

SCSP/TSP Act. She lamented that due to non-utilization of funds, about 756 crores of rupees under 

housing scheme and about 100 crores from Industries department have gone back as unutilized.  She 

pointed the need for monitoring the utilization of these funds and the need for a committee of all 

concerned for the purpose.  She called upon the youth and women to come forward to get benefits 

under the SCSP/TSP Act.

Training to Women Collectives and Team on SC, ST (PoA) Act, Penal and Pecuniary follow up and 

SC SP/TSP Act 
th stA 2-day training program to the selected women collective members, team was held on 20  and 21  

March at Chiguru. The self-introduction of the participants was done followed by a brief introduction 

by the National Convener and Program Manager. The expectations of the participants were drawn and 

it has been decided to give a brief explanation on SC ST (PoA) Act, SCSP/ TSP Act, Fact finding skills, 

penal and pecuniary follow up, promotion of entrepreneurship and challenges in bank linkages. 

The participants were briefed about the SC,ST (PoA) Act its clauses, challenges in day to day 

implementation, accessing compensation, follow up of investigation, other penal and pecuniary 

follow up and the role of concerned departments at respective levels in accessing justice. Later the 

participants were divided into groups and assigned group work. After the group work, in the plenary, 

the work done by each group was presented the feedback was given and similarly the women 

collectives were assigned the task of monitoring the implementation of the Act. 

 On the second day, the participants were briefly explained about SC SP/ TSP Act, its implementation, 

the role of various stake holders and the challenges being faced from the banks. Similarly, the steps to 

be followed in the promotion of entrepreneurship and their responsibility in paying back to the 

community. It has been decided to clear the short comings in the existing SCSP/TSP files and to speed 

up the sanctioning process as soon as possible.          
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Training to Youth
th

Training to identified youth of Chevella division was held on 10  May 2017 at Antharam of Chevella 

mandal, Rangareddy district. The dignitaries on the dais were Jhansi Geddam, GDV Prakash, 

Sathyacama Jabali. The program was presided over by Bhagya Laxmi state coordinator of Telangana. 

After the self-introduction the sessions went in an interactive manner. 

In the first session the youth were asked to respond on education, economic empowerment and extra 

circular activities. After their response the discussions were made on the reasons why the dalit youth 

are lagging behind. Similarly, the reasons for not having land, wealth and encouragement for 

education were discussed. 

In the next session Sathyacama Jabali has enlightened the 

youth on various aspects to realize their goal. He explained 

about stability and unity and said that the community 

which doesn't has these two will perish. The youth of the 

dominant community are very confident as their future is 

secured and they have a clear vision and mission. The 

development of the country depends on the youth and 

therefore, we need to address the route causes to overcome 

all the hurdles. 

The dalit youth need to have an aim towards their future and set the path accordingly. We need to 

travel in the set path to achieve our goal. The youth should have sincerity and fix dead lines to each of 

their interventions, restrict themselves to the action plan and concentrate totally on the goal. They 

also need to have patience and try until they achieve the goal.   

Training to Women Collective Leaders and Team on Dalit Concept, Perspective Building and 

Personality Development

Day 1: 
rd thThe training to the women collective leaders and team was held on 3 & 4  July at St Ann's Generalate 

in Hyderabad. The training was started with the songs from the cultural team and brief orientation 

from Jhansi Geddam the National Convener.  

Prof KY Ratnam: He took the session on “The Situation of Dalits” and said that we need to have 

confidence. To possess confidence one should have information, know about each other, for instance 

we should have the total information of the area where we are working such as population caste wise, 

the issues, population of dalits, the situation of dalits etc. We have to read good books which will 

increase our confidence levels and said that after reading a book on Ambedkar, his life has changed.  

Explaining on the topic he said that to know the situation of 

dalits we need to know about all and in all aspects, such as:

Ø Social Situation 

Ø Economic Situation

Ø Political Situation

Ø Cultural Situation

Ø Ideological base
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Therefore, we need to be as a leader and produce leaders. Caste has untouchability and we need to 

address untouchability and discrimination practices in this angle. The dominant communities were 

once untouchables and now due to exploitation have become rich and are practicing untouchability. 

Untouchability has purity and pollution. He said that state has religion, religion has caste, caste has 

untouchability.  Therefore, no state is without religion and caste. Caste also has class and we as dalits 

are fighting for annihilation of caste. Whenever our prime ministers visit foreign countries, they 

never say that our country has caste and we need to annihilate caste, but wherever Dr. BR Ambedkar 

went, he said that “our country has caste and we need to annihilate caste: In the social strata, the dalit 

women are in the bottom of the ladder, therefore they need to journey a lot, make much noise, fight 

against all odds and ensure to bring the desired change; to change the lives of dalit women. Similarly, 

the literacy rate is very low in dalit women and in 1950s there were not even 100 who did PG.  

As far as the economics is concerned, the non-dalits are enjoying all the comforts, whereas the dalits 

are enjoying all the problems. The dalits are the creators of wealth to the nation, but lack food to eat, it 

means we are being exploited. The economy of the country depends on agriculture and industries. As 

per the ancient history Mahars being very strong physically, used to hold good positions in the British 

military, though the dominant community applied for the post, the British never selected saying they 

are unfit. Before independence our fore fathers were agricultural workers and still they remain the 

same. Since the whole land is in the hands of the dominant community, Ambedkar raised the demand 

for “land to the tiller” and for nationalization of land. The issues of the scheduled caste and tribes are 

not the priority to the government and in the meeting held by the Prime Minister and Chief Ministers, 

they  discuss about the land, law & order.  

He said that we also should know about the history, in 1850's during the British rule two collectors 

were talking to each other and came near a window found a dead donkey beside the road and to their 

dismay they saw some people pounded on it, ate the dead donkey after few minutes only bones were 

left; it was due to severe drought conditions. During independence Ambedkar had to settle for 

reservations in education, employment & politics as there was no other way. In post-independence 

scenario, in the year 1968 there was “Green Revolution” in India and the then prime minister Indira 

Gandhi gave lot of incentives, subsidies to the farmers and almost all the farmers have developed well 

and also could take into possession many acres of land through these subsidies. The situation of the 

dalits was vulnerable as usual and the impact fell on the dalits and there was a big demand from the 

dalits for the increase of wages from Rs 25/- to Rs 40/-. During this agitation, the incidents of 

Kelenvelmani and Kanchikacherla Kotesu took place in the year 1968 itself. The Ideological base is 

very important and the ideologies before us are 'Marxism', 'Gandhism' and 'Ambedkarism' and 

therefore it is for us to decide which ideology we are going to adopt. 

Dr Siddoji Rao: In the next session he explained about 

the personality development and said that we need to 

develop the below mentioned:

Ø Positive Personality

Ø Positive Thinking 

Ø Responsible behavior

He explained in detailed the above concepts and quoted 

various example for positive personality, thinking and 
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said that unless and until we have positive approach we can't develop ourselves and build good 

relations with others.  Similarly, the negativity or the negative attitude/approach kills ourselves and 

its impact will be more on us rather than on others, therefore it means that negative behavior is very 

dangerous and harmful to the person himself. Responsible behavior involves hard work of 60%, risk 

taking/bearing of 20% and sacrifice of 15%. Just speaking for rights means selfishness, but also 

taking responsibility means good behavior.             

PSN Murthy: He took the session on “Dalit Movement - Ways Forward”. He explained in brief about 

the history of SCs and STs and connected it to the present scenario. The list of SCs came for the first 

time in the year 1935. He explained about the concept of 

Movement, and defined it as bringing a change in the 

present situation and said about the difference between 

high position and exceptional position and said that 

exceptional behavior is important along with whichever 

position. Exceptional position means well educated, good 

economic position, having more power, maintaining good 

culture and upholding once rights. We need to gain 

knowledge, wisdom to attain political power through a 

justified way. 

One should clearly pronounce, express completely, speak loudly, speak with courage, speak with 

confidence and speak relevantly. In our country, approximately 49 crores of people are ready for 

employment and the organized sector can accommodate only 2.25 crores and there are no clear 

figures of unorganized sector. Our country has more than 2 crores of engineers, about 10 lakhs 

doctors and an equal number of charted accountants. Every year 1.25 crores are going abroad on 

business trip.  More than 3 crores of people are earning above Rs. 10 lakhs annually. There are 30 

crores of dalits of which only 3.3% are employed. Still 85 % of the dalits are in poverty or BPL. 

Similarly, in the state of  Telangana 33 lakhs of dalits are landless. 

He explained about the Labor Law which contains provisions about wages. He explained the 

difference between various wages.   Minimum wages are to provide Food, shelter and clothing; Fair 

Wage are to provide Food, shelter, Clothing + Education + Health; Living Wage say about food, shelter, 

Clothing + Education + Health+ Insurance+ Pensions + Health Insurance. Ambedkar said everyone 

should get living wage including the agriculture sector, then only one can say that we have attained 

economic freedom. Therefore, living wage need to be given to all in organized and unorganized 

sectors. Ambedkar was the first one to say about living wage in 1936 through the manifesto of 

Independent Labor Party (ILP).  As of now 30% of the land is in the hands of landlords, 20% with the 

government, 20% is Barren land, 30% of the land is under forests, mountains etc. He concluded 

saying about politics and dalit movement, defining politics as a platform which spells out the issues of 

the people. Therefore, dalit movement should be Knowledge based movement, Unity based 

movement and Aspirational based movement. 

Day 2: 

The recapitulation of the proceedings of the day one was done by the coordinators. The convener did 

a brief review on the functioning of the women collectives to made them understand on how crucial is 

their role. Action plans were formulated district wise and it has been decided to hold Grama Sabhas in 
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dalit colonies, meeting with youth, organize awareness camps in schools, hold rallies against liquor 

and demand living wages,  submit representations to the concerned officers at the district level on the 

issues identified. 

The training was concluded by the Program Manager GDV Prakash with a vote of thanks.  
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Training to the cadre of Network Partners and DSS Team 
th thA two-day training program was organized on 27  and 28  October at Chiguru, Vijayawada on 

“Ambedkar Ideology, Dalit Movement – Ways and Means”. The participants were from various 

districts of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana apart from the team of DSS. The dignitaries on the dias for 

the inauguration were Jhansi Geddam, National Convener of DSS; PSN Muthy IAS (VR); Dr Siddoji Rao 

from Officers Forum; Prof K Y Ratnam from HCU; and M Sattibabu, DSP. A brief introduction about 

DSS and the two days program was given by GDV Prakash, Program manager of DSS. After the 

inaugural session self-introduction of the participants was done followed by the sessions. 

Day1(28/10/17): 

Session I:  Ambedkar Ideology and his mission was explained by Sri PSN Murthy. He detailed about 

various aspects and concerns of Ambedkar and our responsibility in taking forward his mission. He 

stressed on the need of organizing the community and creating awareness to the community. He said 

that there is every need to identify teachers within the community in all aspects and provide coaching 

to our children on a war footing and enable them to compete with the competitive world. 

Session II: Dr KY Ratnam Professor from HCU has taken the session on Dalit Movement, Present 

Scenario and an Analysis. He detailed about the history of dalit movement, the journey so far and the 

division of the dalit movement into groups and how it got weakened. He said that the movement 

needs to be focused, sharpened and formulate strategies to overcome the tough resistance from the 

state and as well as from the fundamentalist who are trying their level best to divide us further and 

suppress the movement.

Session III: Dr Siddoji Rao from Officers Forum has taken the session on Stakeholders Role and Pay 

Back to the Society. He made the participants to spell out the stakeholders and detailed about their 

role. He said that each one present in the training has responsibility and the role to be played at their 

respective levels and one of the main reasons for the underdevelopment of the dalit community is the 

failure of pay back to the society by the developed class. Therefore, each one of us need to carry the 

mantle and mainstream our community on par with the other developed communities.

Day II (28/10/2017):

The recap of Day I was done by the DSS team followed by next sessions.

Session IV: Jhansi Geddam has taken the session on Gender Concepts and has elaborately explained 

about gender and its concepts. She has even touched the minute aspects of the gender disparities in 

personal relations including that of wife and husband, between son and daughter, mother and wife, 

sister and wife etc. The leadership of the dalit movement needs gender sensitization and it is true that 

most of the dalit men lack gender perspective and therefore, the dalit movement is half vacant due to 

the non-involvement of the dalit women. Unless and until the vacuum is filled with the dalit women 

we can't achieve success. Therefore, as Ambedkarites we all need to carry the same perspective like 

Ambedkar and fill the half space with our dalit women. 

Session V: GDV Prakash took session on SC,ST (PoA) Act and detailed about all the sections, rules and 

the compensation. He briefed about the implementation and monitoring mechanisms. Later he also 

briefed about SCSP/TSP Act. 

The last session on action plan was taken by Dr Siddoji Rao and it has been decided by all to take up 

these activities in their respective areas:
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· Training at district level for one day

· To impart knowledge on Ambedkar's gender perspective

· To impart knowledge on dalit movement from independence to till date, the failures and gaps

· Common minimum non-negotiable under standing

· Learning from world leaders 

· Identify 100 contributors @ Rs 1000/- per head for month

Later it was left for the floor to raise questions and contribute ideas. Many of the participants have 

given their feed back stating that the training was good, it has enlightened them on many concepts and 

they assured of change in them individually and especially on the gender lines and said they will 

certainly increase the participation of women in their respective areas. 



Wage Labourers or Entrepreneurs -

The Future of Dalit Women

For more than two decades, dalit movement has chiefly been concentrating on fighting against 

atrocities whenever and wherever they occurred.  Dalit movement achieved lot of success in this 

struggle, by getting stringent Act enacted and later getting it amended to plug loop holes. But if one 

looks back and reflects, one feels that the movement was mostly responsive movement i.e. 

responding to the atrocities whenever they occur.  Though, such a powerful movement to punish the 

culprits and teach them a lesson is absolutely necessary, but to limit the movement circumscribed 

only as a responsive movement is fatal to the overall development of dalits.  Unknowingly, the 

movement got trapped in this restricted perspective, for long.  Only, positive demands during the 

period was, land and increased wages, which again was steeped in the perception of Dalits as wage 

labourers condemned to be in the country side.Only recently, the scope of dalit movement is getting 

widened.  Equality, dignity and rights of dalit woman is relatively latest and is now part of the larger 

dalit movement. Demands for improving the economic status of Dalits in general and dalit women in 

particular, so that the Dalits can lead a dignified life has come up very recently.  This is a positive 

demand for the amelioration of Dalits. The society, including Dalits themselves, unconsciously got 

trapped in the vision of perceiving Dalits as wage labourers at worst and as employees at best.   

Demands for proper implementation of job reservations, though necessary, is enmeshed in the 

perspective of perceiving Dalits as employees.  Demand to extend the reservations to private sector 

also is part of this perception.  Though it is a rightful demand, still it is limiting the Dalits at a certain 

level only.  

The central government has announced SC Sub Plan and Tribal Sub Plan for the economic 

development of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes stating that the budget will be allocated in 

ratio to their population in the Plan Budget which has not been implemented. The Dalit/Adivasi 

organizations across the country have raised the demand for sanction of budget as per the Sub Plans. 

The movement in the erstwhile state of Andhra Pradesh has been successful in getting the SCSP/TSP 

Act in the year 2013. 

The idea of demanding rightful share of Dalits in the budget for establishing industries, businesses, 

contracts etc and transforming Dalits as entrepreneurs on par with dominant castes is of recent 

origin.  This demand is the demand of the new era and the need of the hour.  So far, the entire 

governmental grants, governmental contracts, all businesses, market, industry have been in the 

hands of a very few dominant castes only.  It should be remembered that the so called upper castes 

now in power in the States were sudhras and were treated as untouchables till 1950s.  These once 

upon a time untouchable sudhra castes first fought for land and later acquired jobs.  Utilizing their 

caste power and political power, these castes acquired all governmental contracts, industries, 

businesses etc and amassed wealth.  With improved economic status and power, these sudhra castes 

got rid of untouchability, titled themselves as upper castes and practicing untouchability and 

committing atrocities on dalits.   Now all aspects of economy, markets, including cine field is occupied 

by these few castes.  It is time Dalits demand their rightful share in everything and dalit movement 

should concentrate on this aspect, so that Dalits also turn into entrepreneurs and employers.  As on 
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today, there are only a very few Dalit industrialists or businesspersons in the national economy.  

There is now DICCI, which is working towards the objective of promoting dalit entrepreneurs.  DSS, 

which has been essentially rights movement till now, has also taken up the task of transforming dalit 

women as entrepreneurs in coordination with the Government and DICCI.  For the past five years, in 

addition to its activities of struggling for rights and against atrocities, DSS has been concentrating on 

entrepreneurship of dalit women.  

Round Table Conference on Implementation of SCSP/TSP Act

On the eve of 11th Annual General Body meeting of DSS organized a Round Table Conference on the 

implementation of SCSP/TSP Act.  The second session of the two-day general body meet was 

exclusively devoted for a discussion on SCSP/TSP Act. State level officials of Industries department 

from both the states, National and state level representatives of DICCI, PSN Murthy, IDAS, Vimala 

Morthala, CSOs, Women Collective leaders, dalit women activists, sympathisers of dalit women cause 

from various walks of life have all assembled and women collective leaders in hundreds have 

participated. 

Convener and Program Manager briefed the ground realities on the implementation of the SCSP, 

TSP Act and the role of various stakeholders such as SWD, Industries, SC Corporation, Banks etc. They 

have said that the Dalits have high hopes on the 

Act whereas, the actual implementation of the Act 

is not that encouraging. The bankers are reluctant 

as usual, similarly the community is unable to 

access the concerned departments. The mother 

department(SWD), has failed to own the 

community and could not implement the Act 

effectively. Moreover, lack of commitment in the 

government has further demoralized the whole 

process and the government had also failed in releasing the budgets. Another painful thing is that 

budgets under the Act are being allocated to other departments and all the general expenditure is 

being booked under this head, for instance, women and child welfare department is paying salaries of 

their staff in the Anganwadi centres from these funds. Industries department of AP had an unspent 

amount of Rs. 135 crores and the same was reverted to SWD. On the other hand, the beneficiaries have 

been going around the banks and the departments pleading for loans and nothing is working out. 

Given this situation they have requested the dignitaries on the dais to suggest ways forward for 

accessing the schemes. 

Suresh Babu, Additional Commissioner of 

Industries, AP and Mahesh, Joint Director of 

Industries, Telangana: We have the “haves & 

have nots in the society. The exploitation of have 

nots leads to new Acts. Hence, economic 

empowerment of Dalits is a must.   Strong 

movement by the dalit organizations has led to be 

advent of SCSP, TSP Act. We need to organize 
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trainings to the masses on economic rights, financial management, banking literacy and government 

literacy. DSS should take this as a challenge, organize training to the identified entrepreneurs on 

banking and asset management. He advised to form small groups of 20 members interested in doing 

same business and organize trainings accordingly. He also suggested to float a mutually aided 

cooperative society by aligning with national cooperative bank.  In the industries department, 

separate sections have been bifurcated for SCs and STs.                

Satyanarayana, Rtd Executive Director of SC Corporation has said that generally in a financial year 

during the first quarter identification process of the beneficiaries is done followed by grounding of the 

loans during the second quarter and loans are issued in the third quarter, while the monitoring of the 

units is done during the fourth quarter. Banks hesitate to give linkages stating that NPAs are more 

among the dalits. Therefore, schemes need to be designed on need based and the government should 

take the responsibility of arranging the bank linkages. 

Vimala Morthala, Activist said that the banks get the funds 

from the taxes we pay whereas we don't get the returns 

from the banks in the same quantum.  Enough amount is 

not included for SCs and STs in the state & union budgets. 

Brahminism, economic terminology, sophisticated 

technologies are keeping us away from the economic 

resources. Fixing the prices to the produce should be in the 

hands of the farmers.  She observed that dalits have all the 

requisite knowledge to run a business as they are in 

production. After a very big and courageous battle we got 

SCSP, TSP Act, whereas the governments are not interested in implementing it effectively and 

conspiring to abolish it slowly.  

Narra Ravi Kumar, Kaki Prasad and Ravi Prakash from DICCI appreciated DSS for its tremendous 

work in protecting and promoting the rights of the dalit 

Adivasis and have said that they are well versed in legal 

literacy and knowledge. Similarly, they also need to be 

equipped with financial literacy and knowledge, preparing 

project proposals, banking knowledge and approaching 

mechanisms with the bankers. We work with banks and 

promote entrepreneurs from the dalit, Adivasi communities. 

They asked the 

audience that how 

many have bank 

accounts and 75% have raised their hands. For the next 

question that how many have taken bank loans, only 5 

persons have raised their hands. There is a norm to the 

banks that a person having an account in the bank should be 

given a loan of Rs. 10 lakhs and it is her/his right. Most of us 

do'nt know this and even when we go to the bank for a loan, 

the bankers don't give us any loan on seeing our 
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appearance/approach/personality. It is our responsibility to convince the bankers and get financial 

assistance. The days have changed and we need not linger around the banks. We can sit at home and 

apply on line for a loan. The only thing is that we need to have a strong conviction to do any business 

and then only we should go for loan after acquiring the necessary knowledge and experience. 

Therefore, we need to think of innovative ideas, sharpen our thoughts, prepare business plans and 

plan accordingly to start the business. The DICCI team has assured all necessary support in promotion 

of dalit women as entrepreneurs in both the Telugu states.

PSN Murthy IDAS (VR) said that in the first session we learnt about physical violence and atrocities 

and now in this session about economic violence. We nurture our pets (dogs) to watch our house and 

if they fail to do so we beat them with brooms. As per the constitution given to us by Ambedkar we 

have two houses one is the parliament and the other is state assembly. The leaders elected to these 

houses have to bark for us and if they failed to do so we 

should beat them with brooms and slippers. We have two 

types of dogs one is the barking dogs and the other is biting 

dogs. The barking dogs are the legislatures and the biting 

dogs are the IAS, IPS officers. With the reservation provided 

by Dr B R Ambedkar the barking and the biting dogs from SC, 

ST communities are able to acquire their respective 

positions, but are failing to discharge their duties and 

responsibilities towards their communities. The public 

servants have to implement the Acts and laws and ensure that justice is done. Though these 

representatives of the community fail to discharge their duties we still respect them. In spite of the 

relevant laws, we are being forced to move from pillar to post seeking justice and this is not a good 

sign. Therefore, we need to revolt against all injustices and send a strong signal to the perpetrators 

that they can't go scot free. We are paying huge taxes to the government in the form of liquor 

consumption apart from the others, unless and until we break this, we cannot overcome the economic 

gap.  In all the jobs men and women are being paid equal wages and only in the unorganized sector the 

men & women are not paid equally. A family develops only when the finances are under the control of 

the women. Therefore, to overcome all these aspects we need to start businesses on our own and 

develop ourselves. 

Recommendations: 

ü Bring amendment to the SCSP/TSP Act in the state of Andhra Pradesh

ü Formulate rules to the Act 

ü To give discretionary powers of finance secretary to the principal secretary of social welfare 

department

ü The budget allocated under SCSP/TSP have to be with the mother/nodal departments and 

as per the request from the respective departments funds should be released

ü SC Corporation to take more initiatives and focus on dalit Adivasi women in making them as 

entrepreneurs

ü Fix up specific quantitative targets to bankers for providing loans under SCSP/TSP 
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In continuation to the RTC on the Implementation of SCSP/TSP Act, DSS has revisited the projects and 

orientation was given to the identified beneficiaries on entrepreneurship, banking language and they 

were given necessary inputs for running their respective businesses. As per the usual system the 

beneficiaries have to contribute 25% of the unit cost and the remaining 75% is given by the bank as a 

loan. Later the subsidy is released as back end support. The major challenge faced is the reluctance 

from the bankers in giving loans to the dalits and for this reason most of the units are yet to be 
thgrounded. Therefore, DSS and DICCI national team met once again on 8  October at their AP Chapter 

Office and had an elaborate meeting on the challenges faced and have worked out strategies such as to 

negotiate with the lead banks district wise, with the regional/zonal offices of the respective bankers 

to whom the beneficiaries have applied for loans and also to demand loans under MUDRA and 

Standup India. Later the Project files of the beneficiaries were handed over to the district units of 

DICCI and they are being sorted out with the respective banks. The district units of DICCI were 
thinvolved in the annual district conferences of DSS held at Hyderabad on 25  November, Vijayawada on 

th st th th
29  November, Guntur on 1  December, East Godavari on 8  December, West Godavari on 12  

thDecember and Chevella on 19  December and once again assessed the status of the files in the 

presence of the beneficiaries. Serious efforts are being made to convince the bankers for the sanction 

of loans.            

Against all these odds, DSS has been successful in getting 35 transport vehicles such as tractors, cars 

etc sanctioned and a subsidy of Rs. 1, 02,55,607/- (one crore two lakhs fifty-five thousand six hundred 

and seven rupees only.). 
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Motivational and Inspirational Days of The Year

DSS celebrates certain days of the year to stir the imagination of the dalit women/cadre/dalit girl 

children and to rouse them towards certain goals.  This year, apart from the regular significant days 

that we celebrate each year, DSS chose to celebrate the birth anniversary of Savitri Bhai Phule, to give 

impetus to the activities of DSS for dalit women education. Now, officially, Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan's 
thbirth anniversary on 5  September is celebrated as Teachers' Day.  Among the dalit/bahujan sections 

rd
now a demand is rising that Savitri Bhai Phule's birth anniversary on 3  January be declared as 

Teachers' Day, as she was the first teacher who dedicated her life for educating the downtrodden 

women.  The key objective of the decision to celebrate Savitri Bhai birth anniversary is to ensure that 

dalit women and girl children get inspired by late Savitri Bhai's distinguished life, who was a huge 

advocate of education. Hence, DSS celebrated Savitri Bhai's birth anniversary with the call to dalit 

women for new endeavours.

Dalit Women – New Endeavours
rd

A conference was organized on 3  January 2017 at its national office Hyderabad, on the eve of Savithri 

Bai Phule's birth anniversary on the topic “Dalit Women – Endeavours”. The women collective leaders 

from various places of Telangana state participated. In the conference Vanajakshi from DICCI/ Shanthi 

Chakra International has participated as chief guest and the 

other dignitaries on the dais were Jhansi Geddam – National 

Convener, Samantha Flami – Governing body member of 

DSS, GDV Prakash – National Program Manager, B Baghya 

Laxmi – Telangana State Coordinator and Kalpana – SWC. 

GDV Prakash, who presided explained  the objectives of the 

conference and outlined the life and struggle of Savithribai 

Phule who was a great teacher apart from being a reformer. 

Vanajakshi called upon the dalit women to take Savithri 

Bhai as role model and educate ourselves, educate our 

children and at the same time discharge our 

responsibilities towards our family and society. She 

pointed out how the dalit families due to poverty go for 

daily wage work and miss education.  This lifestyle for 

survival forces everyone to stagnate as labours forever. She 

called upon the dalit women to break this vicious circle and 

grab the opportunities that are coming up now, in the form 

of special legislations, incentives to promote as entrepreneurs. She assured that DICCI is ready to 

provide the requisite trainings, entrepreneur skills, facilitate bank linkages, market linkages etc. 

Jhansi Geddam, gave an outline of the life of Savitribhai Phule. Though she got married when she was 

still a child, as per the customs of that period, she got educated, became a teacher and dedicated her 

life to promote education among the women.  She faced the wrath of the then traditional society for 

her mission to educate the women.  There were large sections of people who opposed her and even 

attacked her.  Some people threw cow dung  and dung water on her while she was going to school.  
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This happened every day and daily she had to change her 

saree after reaching the school.  Despite such attacks she 

never surrendered nor did she leave her mission. Another 

remarkable thing is that both Savithri Bai and Jyothi Bai 

Phule have decided not to have children as it may become a 

hurdle to their mission. Hence, we all need to think and act 

like Savithribai to develop our lives as well as our 

community. 

The ballads of the cultural team enthused all the 

participants. The conference was concluded with the vote of thanks by Baghya Laxmi.   

Constitution and Caste Discrimination

thConstitution of India, which came into force on 26  January 1950, theoretically and legally abolished 

caste inequality and caste oppression.  The politicians, officials and leaders celebrate the day as 

Republic day and hoist national flag, but mostly routinely and without a search of their heart whether 

they really believe in constitution.  But everyone, particularly the Dalits, dalit women and girl 

children, know that for them constitution doesn't really exist in practice.  Dalits through their life 

experience, know that the actual social reality goes by caste system and not constitution of India.  

Political parties, ministers, officials, TV channels and even the news papers run on caste lines.   Most 

of these are dominated by a few dominant, rich castes.  All these power holders are prejudiced against 

Dalits.  From budget allocations to registering an FIR, these dominant sections never even once 

remember that there is constitution of India nor that ours is a Republic.  They remember only their 

caste interests and their abhorrence against Dalits.  Though the dalit women know this as part of their 

direct experiential knowledge, it is necessary to analytically make them aware of the various forces 

that work behind the system.  This is more so necessary, to enlighten them and see the real motives of 

the dominant caste politicians/parties who do certain symbolic programmes and indulge in rhetoric 

to deceive the Dalits.   With this objective, the event of Republic day was organized on the theme of 

caste.
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th
Hence, DSS chose the theme of “Constitution and Caste” on the eve of Republic Day i.e., on 26  January 

2017 at Visva Brahmana Conference Hall, Guntur, Andhra Pradesh.  The chief guest was K. Praveen 

Kumar, IAS, Principal Secretary, Disaster and Mitigation Department.  Other dignitaries on the dais 

were Prof A. Subrahmanyam Retd. Dean and Professor of Law, Acharya Nagarjuna University; Prof. 

Anji Reddy, Lecturer in Political Science, Acharya Nagarjuna University; Jhansi Geddam, National 

Convener, DSS and GDV Prakash, National Program Manager of DSS.

Prakash, National Program Manager, DSS, explained the objectives of the conference and pointed 

how the central and state governments are openly carrying on governance in religious and casteist 

terms and not in accordance with the constitution. Caste and religion have taken over the constitution 

and the rulers are looking through the lens of caste. He requested the dignitaries to enlighten the dalit 

women about the prevailing conditions  and the ways forward to ensure that the constitution is 

adhered to in governance.  

Prof. A. Subrahmanyam, Retd. Dean of Law, Acharya 

Nagarjuna University, highlighted that Republic Day is 

celebrated only as an official function in offices and other 

institutions, but not by people in their homes.  He pointed out 

that in contrast, in countries like France Independence Day 

and republic day are celebrated by all people with lot of fun, 

play and gaiety.  He asked the audience to ponder over this. 

He said that in his opinion, this lack of people's participation 

is because  people never felt it was real Independence Day for them as it was just a transfer of power.  

Hence it remained only an official function and not people's festival. 

Praveen Kumar, IAS, Principal Secretary, Disaster and Mitigation Department  said DSS has been 

resolving many issues concerning land, atrocities and domestic violence. He pointed out that Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar is a humanist and intellectual, but unfortunately, 

he is being projected as if he is representative of only 

Scheduled Castes. He is the architect of the Constitution. He 

said that People should be aware of disinformation and 

misinformation. He described it as suppressing truth and 

manufacturing untruth to brain wash.  He explained that, for 

example it is propagated that Ambedkar took a lot of time to 

draft the constitution, whereas the truth is that he drafted it 

in two months but the remaining time was for the debates. He also cited another example, concerning 

reservations.  It is propagated that Ambedkar fought for reservations, while the truth is Ambedkar 

fought for separate electorates for Dalits and not for reservations.   Gandhi went on fast against this 

demand for separate electorates and it was not conceded. In lieu of separate electorates reservations 

were guaranteed.  Likewise, it should be remembered that Ambedkar fought for women liberation 
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and pressed for Hindu Code Bill.  When the traditionalists opposed the Bill, Ambedkar resigned.  

Ambedkar attempted reforms for women equality in those days, when the concept of women equality 

was unknown.  Those were the days when people would pelt stones at the person who dared to talk on 

women equality.  One should have guts to speak for women equality and Ambedkar had that guts to 

press for Hindu Code.    Similarly, it was Ambedkar who brought legislation for 8 hours working day.  

All these reforms of Ambedkar show that he was for everyone and not for any section of people. 

He pointed out the false propaganda going on nowadays, about reservations.  It is propagated that 

Scheduled Castes are enjoying reservations and are getting enriched, whereas actually, backlog 

vacancies are pending to be filled up for the past more than 7 years.  Those who talk about reservation 

benefits to the Dalits are the ones who are enjoying the wealth and natural resources of the country, 

mines, contracts and fortresses in high-tech city.   How many Dalits have share in these properties?

He pointed out another fallacy that is in circulation about farmers ('ryots').  The farmers are extolled 

as 'anna data', meaning the one who feeds the people.  But who is actually toiling on the field?  It is the 

dalit men and women that toil on the land and produce grains, but no body calls him 'anna data'.  All 

benefits from government like, crop loans, subsides, waiver of loans etc., also go only to the dominant 

caste rich farmers and the toiling Dalits don't get a pie. Then he pointed out that it is insulting for Dalits 

to be placed in a list of castes and be called as scheduled castes. He called upon the dalit women 

gathering to probe into everything, to study Ambedkar and to know the truth for advancing struggles.

Anji Reddy, Lecturer in Political Science, Acharya Nagarjuna University: He said that it is not 

possible for developing the scheduled castes and tribes 

without additional funds.  Apart from regular allocations in 

the general budget, there is need for allocating additional 

funds exclusively for the amelioration of the Dalits. The 

allocation should be proportionate to the population.  The 

law in this regard should be strict.  He suggested that the 

budget allocation should be clearly specified in law instead 

of giving discretionary powers to the government to pass 

government orders. If it is law it commands more authenticity than a G.O. He felt that there should be 

sufficient number of dalit representatives to oversee the implementation of the law instead of 

government officers, since the officers cannot seriously question the government for deviations.

He lamented that as on today there is no powerful people's movement to check governmental 

excesses.  He cited the recent demonetisation decision of the government, which caused lot of 

problems to the poorer sections and adversely affected the economy.  Despite its negative effects, 

there was no people's movement to question it.  Everyone is living with fear psychosis.    He called 

upon the dalit women, to unite and organize and struggle for their rights.

Jhansi Geddam, National Convener, DSS, reminded the gathering about the importance of Republic 

Day for Dalits and explained how Ambedkar advocated rights of women and quoted him.  She called 
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upon the dalit women to study their vulnerable situation 

and work for changing that.  It is unfortunate that  today the 

political parties or governments are run on caste basis. Most 

of the politician or government representatives grant 

benefits to people on caste basis only.   There is no chance 

for the people without political support to gain anything. In 

the process, it is only the dominant communities that are 

becoming more powerful economically, socially and 

politically, while the  poorer sections are getting more and more marginalized. It is necessary for the 

dalit women to be aware of all these developments and spread knowledge to the community, mainly 

concentrate on youth.  She pointed out the problems in every village like belt shops, drinking water, 

qualitative education, employment, sexual exploitation, pensions, etc. We all need to wage a united 

battle to resolve all these issues. We all should feel proud that Ambedkar has given all these rights in 

the constitution, therefore we need to take forward his ideology as soldiers.    

The conference was concluded after the vote of thanks by K Vijaya Kumari, district coordinator of 

Guntur.  
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Dalit Women – Entrepreneurship
th

International Women's Day was celebrated on March 8  at Press Club, Vijayawada on the theme “Dalit 

Women – Entrepreneurship”. B. Udayalakshmi, IAS,  Principal Secretary, Board of Intermediate 

Education was the chief guest and the other guests on the dais were M Caleb, General Manager, SC 

Corporation, Dr Siddoji, Incharge, Help Desk, Prof Samuel John, Dr Narasimha Rao and Jhansi 

Geddam, National Convener, DSS. The meeting was presided over by GDV Prakash, National Program 

Manager, DSS. 

GDV Prakash, National Program Manager, DSS, explaining the importance of International 

Womens' Day, lamented how the official functions are celebrated with gender stereo type activities 

like drawing competitions (Muggula Potilu), cooking competitions, organizing nominal meetings and 

distributing prizes. He reminded the real spirit of the day, by 

pointing out the historic struggle of women for 8 hours a 

day work. working hours, rights etc. Hence in memory of 

this movement international women's day is being 

celebrated. Therefore, on this occasion every year DSS 

organizes conferences/workshops/seminars on the 

relevant thematic areas. This year the conference is being 

organised for the Shramik dalit women on the theme “Dalit Women – Entrepreneurship”. Therefore, in 

order to achieve our rights, we also need to continuously fight until we achieve. He reminded 

Ambedkar's quotation “I measure the progress of a community by the degree of progress which 

women have achieved”. Hence, we need to measure the progress achieved by the dalit women and 

need to fill the gap in development. 

Jhansi Geddam, National Convener, DSS, greeted the gathering and explained the importance of 

International Women's Day and the way DSS has been fighting for the rights of dalit women and girl 

children.  Women have to struggle for their rights and equality at home and outside.  Only through 

proper knowledge and awareness, we can march towards 

violence free society. Then she explained how DSS has adopted 

the strategy of empowering the dalit women first through 

economic independence and for the purpose set up the target 

of transforming dalit women as entrepreneurs by utilizing the 

funds under SCSP/TSP Act.  She pointed out that due to lack of 

knowledge and initiative of dalit women, lot of funds under the 

SCSP/TSP Act are going back as unutilized.  More than thousand crores of rupees remained unspent 

last year.  This new Act should be turned as a weapon for financial independence of women.  The 

officers from SC corporation and government have been invited to this meeting to explain and inspire 

the participants to come forward to benefit from the SCSP/TSP Act. 
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B Udayalakshmi, IAS, Principal Secretary, 

Intermediate Education wished all women 

on the occasion of International Women's Day.  

She expressed happiness that women have 

c o m e  fo r wa rd  to  l e a r n  to  b e c o m e  

entrepreneurs.  She explained how women 

from SHGs have started small businesses and 

advised the women to acquire skills for 

tapping various opportunities and achieve economic independence.  She stressed the importance of 

education and called upon all  women gathered here to get their children educated.  There are 

scholarships to go for education in foreign countries also.   She said, all women should study, work 

hard and achieve the ideals of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. If we look into the history of the international 

women's day and the journey so far it reveals that still the rights of the women are being denied 

therefore, we are celebrating every year in order to achieve our rights. Moreover, Men's day is not 

being celebrated as their rights are not being denied. 

M Caleb, General Manager, SC Corporation, appreciated DSS for its 

systematic work and perfect documentation. DSS puts concerted 

efforts to render justice to victims of violence and it is appreciable that 

DSS pursues a case from beginning till the logical end.  He advised to 

nurture girl and boy children in the same way equally without any 

disparity and quoted the example of his daughter.  Mothers should 

avoid discrimination of girls at home, which will boost their 

confidence to achieve equality in the society. He explained that the SC 

corporation sanctions tractors, autos, vermi culture and other 

schemes in the name of women.  Likewise, land purchase scheme with 

75% subsidy is being implemented and the amount for the purchase of land is increased from 

Rs.5,00,000 to Rs.15,00,000.  He called upon to fight corruption in the implementation of the 

schemes and stressed the need for prompt repayment of bank loans to get credibility. He explained 

that they have set up credit facilitation centres in each district to help the beneficiaries in 

understanding the loan facilities, and to see that middlemen do not indulge in frauds.  He said, the 

corporation is imparting various skill trainings and called upon the youth to improve language and 

other skills and settle down as entrepreneurs. 

Dr Siddoji Rao, Incharge, Help Desk, motivated the 

audience to transform as entrepreneurs. He said it is 

necessary for Dalits to shed the fear psychosis to start 

business and inspired them that  it is will power that is 

required than education.  He cited the example of Pulla 

Reddy sweets who without education built a business 
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empire.  One can start manufacturing even a folder and if the manufacturing cost is Rs.0.50 paisa, it 

can be sold for Rs.10.  One should be willing to work hard and it is through hard work only one can 

produce money.  Once you have money, money produces money, that is logic of business.  Now a day, if 

you take a bank loan and avail subsidy it will be easy to run the business.  For doing business, one 

should have firm commitment, energy and the attitude to take responsibility.  Only those who are 

willing to take responsibility will have self-respect.

Prof Samuel John,appreciated DSS for taking up the challenging 

task  of transforming the dalit women as entrepreneurs and wished 

all success. He advised the participants to acquire the necessary 

knowledge through the trainings given by DSS and start their own 

enterprises.  He advised to achieve economic rights through the 

opportunities provided by the SC Corporation, so that they can be 

confident to question for all other rights.

The cultural team presented powerful songs on Ambedkar, Women 

and girl children and the conference was over with the vote of 

thanks by Kote Prakash Kumar. 
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Ambedkar – Women
th

Dr. B.R, Ambedkar's 126  Birth Anniversary was celebrated by DSS in the states of Andhra Pradesh 

and Telangana. The women collective leaders garlanded the Ambedkar statues in Guntur and 
th th

Hyderabad on 11 & 14  April.

Andhra Pradesh
thThe conference was held at Guntur on 11  April at conference hall of SC Corporation on the topic 

th“Ambedkar – Women”.  11  April being the birth anniversary of Phule the conference also focussed on 

the works of Jyothi Bai Phule. The dignitaries on the dais were PSN Murthy IDAS (VR) and Founder of 

Ambedkar Mission, Prof Ch Swaroopa Rani of ANU, Jhansi Geddam National Convener-DSS and the 

conference was presided over by GDV Prakash National Programme Manager of DSS. Women 

Collective leaders from various districts  participated in the conference. The photo of Ambedkar was 

garlanded by PSN Murthy and mother of deceased Sravana Sandhya. The photo of Phule was 

garlanded by Swaroopa Rani and Jhansi Geddam. The 

slogans and songs on Ambedkar by the cultural team  

echoed the conference hall. 

GDV Prakash in his presidential address has reminded the 

great works done by Ambedkar and Phule and said that last 
th

year on the eve of Ambedkar's 125  Birth Anniversary, DSS 

launched a campaign on “Ambedkar – Women” and has 

continued it throughout the year until this day. 

Prof Swaroopa Rani pointed out that, so far, the writers 

have only focussed social reformers, like Rajaram Mohan Roy, from the brahmin community, for the 

little contribution they made, though there are innumerable social reformers from dalit/bahujan 

communities.  Phule, SavithribaiPhule, Periyar, Narayan 

Guru and Ambedkar are the real social reformers and have 

done a lot but not much is said or written about them.  It is 

only since 1990s, we are learning about these great people.  

Relatively, minor issues such as Sati Sahagamanam, Child 

Marriages, widow remarriages etc have been focussed 

much and even included in the curriculum, while 

neglecting major issues of the drown trodden women such 

as illiteracy, poverty, bonded labor, Jogini, Mathangi etc.

Veeresalingam, Gurajada have written about the problems of dominant caste women but they never 

thought about the oppression of the 95% of downtrodden women.  It was Ambedkar and Phule that 

fought for the rights of women and achieved important rights such as  humane working hours, equal 

wages, toilets at work place, Hindu Code Bill etc. During those days itself, Ambedkar formed an 
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exclusive organization for women for which his wife was elected as the president. He motivated 

women to change their dressing style, get educated, change their food habits, leave eating beef and to 

practice cleanliness and hygiene.   It was only Ambedkar who inspired women to struggle for their 

rights.   Ambedkar advocated that since the family, children and the society revolves around women, 

if they change, everything changes. In 1956 Ambedkar adopted Buddhism and formed a new religion 

Neo Buddhism.  He ensured that it is included in the census. He fought against the oppressive social 

and family customs such as forcing women to domestic labour at in-law's house, severe punishments  

such as tying to poles, burning with heated iron rods if the women violated customs or social norms  

and ensured that all such inhuman punishments are abolished.

PSN Murthy IDAS (VR), explained the pioneering work done by Jyothi Rao Phule among the 

marginalized sections such as women, leprosy patients, worker in mines, etc, and hence lakhs of 

people from the marginalized  communities adored him as 

Mahatma. While Phule was called Mahatma by the people, 

he said that Gandhi andRavindranath Tagore praised each 

other and gave titles to each other. Tagore praised Gandhi 

as Mahatma and Gandhi praised Tagore as Viswa Kavi and 

that's how they got their titles.  He continued further and 

explained that, modernity means change and innovative 

thinking and in that sense it is Ambedkar who deserved to 

be called as the father of modern India, since he questioned all age old oppressive practices and 

thinking.   In those days many customs were oppressive of women.  As per the tradition, women 

should not use umbrella, sit on chair,  use footwear, eat food earlier than men.  Any violation of these 

practices was considered as rebellion and insulting men, calling for punishment. She was supposed to 

view man as God. Ambedkar & Phule questioned these ideas and advocated equality of men and 

women. As per the religious customs, a widow must tonsure her head, be dressed in white saree, 

should not have bindu, and appear ugly, so that no one looks at her.  She was supposed to suppress all 

her desires and not eligible to remarry or have any relationship with any male.  While this is so as per 

Hindu customs,  Buddhism does not promote such customs and as per Buddhism all should be 

considered as equals. He commented on the sad state of affairs that are going on now, in the BJP ruled 

states where if anyone kills a cow it is a crime, but if anyone kills the person who has killed the cow it is 

not a crime. Similarly, the legal system doesn't respond if dalits/adivasis are killed, murdered or 

raped and  the culprits are left scot-free.  He said, this is because still we have not yet started thinking 

and questioning the injustice. We are not doing what Ambedkar has asked us to do. Ambedkar has 

given us a power to change our lives and fate, but as we are failing to exercise our power during the 

elections, we are denying ourselves  to become leaders.

Jhansi Geddam National Convener – DSS, said that Ambedkar is becoming more and more relevant 

in the modern society and that is why we are celebrating their birth & death anniversaries even after 
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126 years.  Their relevance is due to the principles and 

practice they have enunciated against exploitation and 

oppression. Therefore, we need to have a clear plan on what 

we need to do religiously, politically and socially.  We should 

realize that Ambedkar's thought process is the only way to 

grow economically and politically.      

The conference was over with a vote of thanks from the 

district coordinator K. Vijay Kumari.        

Telangana
th126  Birth Anniversary celebrations started on a big note in Hyderabad and a large gathering of DSS 

cadre assembled around Ambedkar statue on Tank Bund. The slogans and songs on Ambedkar have 

inspired the audience.  The gathering and its spirit attracted all including the electronic media, which 

focussed all its cameras on the DSS team.  DSS has highlighted Ambedkar as “Father of Modern India” 

and  all  DSS leaders paid floral tributes at the Ambedkar statue.  Afterwards, a conference on the 

theme “Ambedkar's Thought is a Shield to the Country”, was conducted at DSS office.

Jhansi Geddam addressing the gathering has said that in view of the changing political and socio-

economic conditions, there is a need for the dalits to align with the likeminded forces and generate 

strong leadership. Ambedkar after having been considered as the icon of the scheduled castes and 

backward class communities for all these years, it is amazing that now Ambedkar is being considered 

as the icon of all.  She said that there is a danger from some political parties that they may limit 

Ambedkar to themselves for their own benefits. Ambedkar's ideology and the constitution given by 

him will only free our country from all the evils and bondages. The UNO has announced Ambedkar as 

“Vishwa Vignan Divas”, meaning that the most educated intellectual in the world. She said that he was 

the first one in the country to take the side of women and fight for their rights. 

GDV Prakash, National Program Manager, DSS,said that Ambedkar is the only intellectual who 

advocated the concepts of  Liberty, Equality and Self-Respect. He said that the need of the hour is that 

all the oppressed & depressed communities have to come together align with the women and form as 

a strong force and wage a constructive battle. The conference was concluded with the closing address 

by Bhagya Lakshmi. 



70 Years of Independent India: Inclusion & Exclusion
th

Dalit Sthree Sakthi organized a seminar on 15  August 2017 at Conference Hall, Ravindra Bharathi on 
st

the eve of 71  Independence Day on the theme “70 Years of Independent India: Inclusion & Exclusion”. 

National Program Manager of Dalit Sthree Sakthi Sri GDV Prakash presided the program and the 

dignitaries on the Dais were Sri Kaki Madhava Rao IAS (Rtd), Former Chief Secretary; Sri PSN Murthy 

IDAS (VR), Founder of Ambedkar Mission; Sri Kalyan Chakravarthi IAS; Prof K Y Ratnam from HCU; 

Prof Vijay from HCU; Prof Sudha Rani from ABRAOU; Dr. Siddoji Rao from SC, ST Officers Forum; Sri 

Girija Consultant – Women & Child Welfare Department and Jhansi Geddam, National Convenor of 

DSS. 

Sri GDV Prakash: In his presidential speech, has stated that 70 

years of Independence have passed by and we can notice that 

there is no remarkable change. There is a feeling that 

independence means it was only a change of power from 

the hands of the British into the hands of the Indian elites 

and not much than that. India is said to be a big democratic 

country, whereas the dalits are denied democracy, self-

respect, protection.  Caste discrimination is still prevailing. 

Though many from the SC, STs have been elected to parliament 

& assemblies because of reservations, but they have been of no use to the community.   He 

requested the dignitaries to focus on the areas where dalits have been included and excluded, the 

reasons and the ways forward to overcome these challenges. 

He also briefed about the campaign against domestic 

violence on dalit women  to be followed by public hearing.         

Jhansi Geddam, commented that it is a sad note that in 

India even after 70 years we as a large sect of people are 

discussing about inclusion and exclusion. Our so called 

Indian democracy even after 70 years has not treated dalits 

equally on par with other human beings. Only a miniscule 

minority of dalits reached some political and official positions, but u n fo r t u n a t e ly,  

these dalits who reached those positions due to reservations, are not serving the community.  On the 

other hand they are showing loyalty to the dominant caste political and ruling elite.  It is sad that they 

never think about Ambedkar ideology, inequality and exclusion of major section of  dalits in the 

society.   She drew the attention of dalit activists about the need to reorganize the dalit movements 

and walk in the right path. 

Sri Girija, warned that the governments are no longer interested in encouraging the study of social 

inclusion and many centres for social inclusions are being closed in many universities. Then she 

spoke about  Domestic Violence and said that the root cause lies in inequality, lack of gender 
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perspective. Now a days the victim women are coming out 

and are complaining on violence. It's not that we will 

register cases, but domestic violence Act is to promote 

prevention and the present scenario says that we have 

failed to curtail Domestic Violence in our country.           

Prof Sudha Rani,  appreciated DSS work and for organizing 

this type of conferences especially on this day and on the 

topic useful for our community. The union government/ 

Prime Minister has been bringing in many programs but 

they don't make much difference. Ambedkar vociferously 

advocated for equal treatment of dalits and for abolition of 

untouchability and he said to Gandhi that this cannot be his 

home land where dalits are being treated very meanly, less 

than the dogs.  While, it was Ambedkar who was 

instrumental in drafting the constitution, in curriculum it is 

Gandhi that is focussed more.Then she analysed how the Brahmanical ideology fortified the caste 

system and patriarch society. She referred to the recent incident of Mandhani to show the caste 

prejudices.

Prof Vijay, pointed out how caste oppression had taken the 

life of Rohit (abetment to suicide in HCU) who was an 

excellent student in chemistry.   He shared the details of his 

study of migrant labour, mostly from SC/ST communities of 

Orissa who are exploited with meagre amounts and long 

hours of work.  Most of them are debt ridden and work hard 

to repay petty amounts. Their women are exploited in many 

ways.

PSN Murthy, said dalits are excluded in all important 

aspects of social life and treated unequally.  Only in a few 

instances, a few welfare schemes have been introduced for 

us to make us survive and to do the laborious jobs, etc.  This 

is not real inclusion.  Real inclusion means giving voting 

right, allowing the SC/ST MLAs, MPs to exercise their powers. 

Further, inclusion means giving seats in schools/colleges, 

encouraging language and computer skills. In the social life, 

inclusion means encouraging dalit non dalit marriages.

Kalyan Chakravarthi, lamented at the state of officers from dalit communities who can't speak out 

openly and suffer lot of constraints.  He said that when the SC/ST ministers are in slavery and how can 
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the civil servants speak.   Speaking about women situation, he 

said girls should marry at the age of 21 years and above as 

they can think clearly at that age.   He pointed out various 

problems Dalits are facing in employment front and how they 

are subjected to atrocities still. He said the earnings of Dalits 

are being wasted on consumption of liquor.
thProf K Y Ratnam, reminded what Ambedkar said on 26  

January 1950 that we are entering into life of contradictions of theoretical equality and continued 

oppression in practice.  He said the situation of dalit women is still vulnerable, the government failed 

to solve even one contradiction. India is in the lowest rank of providing food security and the dalits 

don't have food security.  Dalits are not only excluded but 

atrocities are committed on them whenever they aspired 

equality and recognition as human beings.   The democracy of 

our country is in danger, even the outgoing vice president has 

said that there is no protection to minorities. Any work done by 

the dalit women and men is unrecognised, even that of  IAS/IPS 

officers.  Discrimination and exclusion is practiced even in 

organized sector. There is no protection, self-respect to the 

dalits and dalit women. He cited the example of how a woman  was arrested when she produced a 

documentary on scavenging. He concluded that the governments instead of resolving the 

contradictions are enhancing them and the democracy has failed.

Kaki Madhava Rao, We should ponder over to what extent Dalits have been included and to what 

extent they have been excluded. During the time of  Independence Ambedkar questioned to whom 

the independence is being given and struggled for inclusion of 

Dalits.  When Ambedkar was struggling for dalit rights and for 

inclusion as pre-condition before granting independence, the 

dominant community accused him as trying to delay 

Independence.  Despite all odds, Ambedkar made every 

attempt for inclusion and in the Preamble to the Constitution 

the words “We the people of India” were used to mean all 

including SC, STs, OBCs and OCs. Ambedkar wished that all 

existing inequalities should perish.   Today in our country the richest constitute only a very few which 

shows how many are included and how many are excluded. The taxation policy of the central 

government is in favour of the rich compared to many other countries. Similarly, the inheritance tax is 

not levied in India, whereas it is collected in many countries up to 50%.          

Dr. Siddoji Rao, In India we still experience only exclusion as before independence. The so called 

independence is only transfer of power from white racist to brown racists. Ambedkar tried to bring 
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inclusion through constitution. Ideologically, socially, morally we have been excluded, the Muslims 

are Indians and due to exclusion policy, they are treated as foreigners and the Muslims also feel the 

same. In these 70 years the minority dominant communities are ruling the majority with the passive 

consent of the majority. Therefore, on this Independence Day we all need to look for the ways forward 

and chalk out a concrete action plan to overcome all the challenges of exclusion.  

In this conference DSS launched a Campaign on Domestic violence against Dalit women. Sri Kaki 

Madhava Rao and other dignitaries released the campaign material/ fliers. This material contains 

the caption and picture carrying the message to stop domestic violence against dalit women. 

Similarly, the participants were briefed about the domestic violence on dalit women and the future 

course of action being initiated by Dalit Sthree Sakthi.    

The cultural team presented melodious songs on Independence Day and Ambedkar. 

Impact: 

ü The dignitaries on the dais and the participants have appreciated the discussions were good 
and need of the hour. 

ü The inputs given by the dignitaries were analytical and in depth and need to be percolated 
both downwards and upwards. 

ü The ideas discussed reached large masses through the media.  



144 th
12 Annual Report - 2017



145th12 Annual Report - 2017



Joining Hands 

DSS has always been joining hands with likeminded organizations and individuals to promote the 

cause of dalit women.  DSS not only worked with others on democratic issues, but always invited and 

involved others in its Round Table Conferences, General Body Meetings, as resource persons in 

trainings etc.  We always welcomed to our midst persons from all fields, irrespective of their caste and 

political affiliation.  It is necessary and need of the hour to enlist the support of all sections to promote 

the cause of dalit women.   Joining hands with others and involving other democratic minded 

individuals and organizations not only helps in resolving an issue, but helps in sensitizing them 

towards the cause of dalit women.    Hence, Dalit Sthree Sakthi actively collaborated with many like-

minded organizations and on some occasions, has formed Joint Action Committee (JAC) to promote 

and protect the rights of dalit women and girl children. DSS was instrumental in JACs for instance was 

in the forefront in the movement of Garagaparru social boycott. DSS involves the network partners in 

most of its activities and also participate in their programs. A few collaborative events are briefed 

below: 

Dalitha Hakkula Sadhana Samithi

Swabhiman Sangharsh Yatra is a campaign launched at national level to show the strength of dalits 

and it's sympathisers to raise its voice against moves of Hindutva forces. The campaign is headed by 

Sri Prakash Ambedkar in association with both the left parties, RPI and other likeminded groups, 

intellectuals etc. In the state of Telangana, a committee was constituted under the leadership of Sri 

Kaki Madhava Rao IAS and DSS is involved as one of the core committee members. A series of planning 

and preparatory meetings were organized and it has been decided to organise a public meeting on 
nd

22  of January at Dharna Chowk, Hyderabad under the title “Dalitha Hakkula Sadhana Sabha”.

Dalitha Hakkula Sadhana Sabhapreparatory meeting was organised by CPM and other likeminded 
th

organizations on 7  January at conference hall of Market yard, Medak district. Jhansi and Prakash 

from DSS participated in this meeting and explained about the objective of the Dalitha Hakkula 

Sadhana Sabha. Jhansi also detailed about the need for unity of all democratic forces to work together 

to show our strength to the enemy.   

Similarly, another preparatory meeting of Dalitha Hakkula Sadhana Sabha was organised by CPM 
thand other likeminded organizations on 8  January at Bharath conference hall, Moulali, Hyderabad. 

Kaki Madhava Rao, Dr Siddoji Rao, K V Kiran from Officers Forum, Jhansi Geddam, Baghya Laxmi and 

Kalpana from DSS have participated in the conference. Sri Kaki Madhava Rao and Jhansi have shared 

about the objective of the Dalitha Hakkula Sadhana Sabha and they explained how Prakash Ambedkar 

initiated the movement and conducted this type of meetings in all other states also. Our main focus is 

to unite all likeminded groups, gather on one platform and focus our agenda. Jhansi specifically asked 

the leaders to put special focus on dalit women and ensure their participation in more numbers and to 

also promote their leadership. 
th

The CPI Party launched Bus Yatra on 10  January, at Ambedkar statue, Tankbund, Hyderabad to 

campaign for Dalitha Hakkula Sadhana Sabha. The main agenda of this campaign was to strengthen 

the community on their rights, to eradicate attacks on dalits etc. Chada Venkata Reddy, Gunda Mallesh 

from CPI, Kaki Madhava Rao, Siddoji from Officers Forum, Mahesh from RPI, Jhansi, Baghya Laxmi, 
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Kalpana from DSS and heads of other likeminded organisations participated in this inaugural 

meeting.  All the speakers alleged that the BJP government is anti-dalit and narrated how the Dalits 

and minorities are being attacked by the Hindutva forces after the formation of this government.

The Bus Yatra campaigned at Shabad and 
th

Shankarpalli in Ranga Reddy district on 15  

January. Baghya Laxmi and District women 

collective members of DSS have participated in 

these meetings. The organizers of the campaign 

spoke that all opposition leaders and parties 

should unite and fight for our rights and defeat the 

Hindutva forces.  

A Press meet was organised on Dalitha Hakkula 
th

Sadhana Sabha on 19  January at SVK, 

Hyderabad. The leaders of CPM, CPI, RPI, DSS and 

officers' forum have attended the press meet and 

appealed to the people to participate in large  
nd

numbers on 22  January meeting to be held at 

Indira Park, Hyderabad. Kaki Madhava Rao said 

that this is the first time all Lal and Neel flags are 

meeting together across the country. This is the 

symbol of unity of major forces to fight for justice.  

Dalitha Hakkula Sadhana Samithi
ndAs planned, the public meeting was held on 22  January at Dharna Chowk, Hyderabad and the 

meeting was presided over by Sri Kaki Madhava Rao IAS. Jhansi Geddam National Convener of DSS 

welcomed all the participants 

and invited the dignitaries on to 

the dais. The dignitaries on the 

dais were Sri Prakash Ambedkar, 

Sri K Raja – MP, Sitaram Echuri, 

Suravaram Sudhakar Reddy, 

Narayana, Gunda Mallesh, Jhansi 

Geddam, Mahesh – RPI and 

others. All the dignitaries on the 

dais have lamented on the 

Hindutva forces for their attacks 

on dalits and minorities on the 

pretext of cow slaughter etc. They said that if the attacks are not going to be stopped we all are going 

to show our strength as it was done in Gujarat. We all need to come on to a common platform and fight 

in the coming elections in 2019 and fight against BJP and Hindutva forces. The cultural team of DSS 

presented powerful songs on Ambedkar and all the audience have applauded their performance.     
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Dalitha Balikalu – Vivaksha
thShanthi Chakra International organizes a lecture on one thematic area on every Sunday. On 29  

January 2017, Jhansi Geddam National Convener of DSS gave a lecture on Dalitha Balikalu – Vivaksha 

at conference hall, SCI, Hyderabad. Dr BR Ambedkar's photo 

was garlanded followed by the pledge. Jhansi said that the 

dalit girl children come into an uninvited society and face 

discrimination from womb to tomb.  Dalit girl faces 

discrimination even in the family where the boy child is 

preferred in every aspect such as education, food etc. She is 

forced to stop her education and attend to the domestic 

chores like cooking, cleaning the house, washing the 

utensils, fetching water, taking care of siblings as the mother 

goes for daily wage work. She also faces sexual exploitation at 

home, at schools, hostels and colleges. On one side, she is denied and deprived of all her rights 

including the share in wealth and on the other side has to shoulder all the burdens at home. She is 

discriminated on the ground that one day or the other she has to go to in laws house and therefore she 

is denied of many things. Though she studies well and is interested to go for higher studies she is not 

allowed to do so. While this discrimination is practiced at home, outside the home also she is looked 

upon as a prey for lust and cheating.  On many occasions, she is cheated in the name of love making her 

life still miserable. Continuing her speech, Jhansi narrated few major incidents of violence against 

dalit girl children that were addressed by DSS and shared the agony and the challenges faced. She 

focussed on the role of mother and the way she discriminates the girl children, under the influence of 

patriarchal values.  Hence it is necessary to bring awareness among the dalit women in the villages to 

bring about a change in them and also change in their perspective.

Felicitation to Sri Mallikarjuna Rao a great Artist

A grand felicitation program was organized by SC, ST Officers Forum to Sri Mallikarjuna Rao under the 
rd

chairmanship of Sri Kaki Madhava Rao IAS on 3  February at Ambedkar Bhavan, Lower Tank Bund, 

Hyderabad. Other prominent personalities like Sri Subba Rao 

IAS, Bharat Bhushan, Dr Babu Rao, Kalyan Chakravarhi IAS, Dr 

Siddoji Rao, Jhansi Geddam and GDV Prakash and other 

officers were present in the felicitation program. Sri 

Mallikarjuna Rao has done the great job in social welfare 

department up to the rank of joint director and is the only 

person who was instrumental in the construction of a 

model hostel and also maintaining it as one of the best. He 

is also a great artist and sculptor. All his arts and sculptures 

were on Buddha and Buddhism.  He has built the Buddhist 

monuments at Visakhapatnam, Eluru and Amaravathi.   Everyone applauded his services, excellent 

skills and opined that he deserves national award for his accomplishments.  

He was felicitated in a very grand way by all the dignitaries. All his paintings were displayed. 

Mallikarjuna Rao shared his experiences, his future plans and sought the blessings of all the elders for 

the continuation of his work.             
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Implementation of SC, ST Sub Plan -  Suggestions for the Development of Dalits & Adivasis

The committee on the implementation of SCSP/TSP Act, Action-Aid, DBF have organized a round 
nd

table conference on the implementation of the Act at SVK, Hyderabad on 2  February 2017. The 

conference was chaired by Anjaneyalu of Action-Aid and the other dignitaries on the dais were Kaki 

Madhava Rao IAS, Gopala Rao IAS, Shankar from DBF, Sandhya from POW. All the leaders remarked 

that the implementation of the Act in both the states is tardy and that the funds are being diverted 

openly. In some departments the salaries are being booked under the funds of SCSP/TSP Act. 

Programme Manager of DSS has shared their experiences in AP and has said that the Industries 

department have an unspent amount of Rs 135 crores and at the same time they have not released any 

subsidy. Similarly, the SC Corporation has Rs 1000 crores and have spent only around 10 crores.  

Hence, it is necessary to implement the Act department wise regularly and further it should be 

ensured that the budgets are released on time without any diversions.

SCSP/TSP Act Amendments Meeting

The central government has brought changes in the budget and also has changed the terminologies 

being used such as plan and non-plan. In view of the changes it is necessary that amendments have to 

be done to SCSP, TSP Act. Therefore, the government of Telangana has come forward to make 

necessary amendments for the Act to be implemented more effectively. Hence, CDS has organised a 
th

round table conference on 9  February 2017 at Balayogi Tourist Plaza, Hyderabad with all 

likeminded organisations in which the Deputy Chief Minister Sri Kadiyam Srihari has participated as 

the chief guest. The minister briefed about the ideas of the government and asked for the suggestions 

from the participants. GDV Prakash from DSS suggested the following:

· Discretionary powers are now vested in the finance secretary.  It is necessary to confer those 

powers on the principal secretary of social welfare department.

· The budget allocated under SCSP/TSP have to be with the mother/nodal departments, so that 

they can spend the amount efficiently and without procedural delays.

· Funds should be released as and when the respective departments request for funds.

· SC corporation should take more initiatives and focus on dalit Adivasi women in making them 

as entrepreneurs.

· Specific quantitative targets should be fixed to bankers for providing loans under SCSP/TSP.

· Rules for the implementation of the SCSP/TSP Act should be formulated.

Press meet on Rohit Vemula's Caste
th

A press meet was organised on 17  February 2017 at Press 

club, Somajiguda, Hyderabad on Rohit Vemula's Caste Issue. 

The representatives of likeminded organizations Kaki 

Madhava Rao, U Sambasiva Rao, Mallepalli Laxmaiah, 

Shankar, Jhansi, Prabhakar and Rohit Vemula's brother 

Raju attended the press meet. Addressing the media, the 

speakers have lamented at the way the government is 

trying to kill the main issue and the case by focussing on the 

caste issue.   It should be stressed that irrespective of the 
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caste the culprits responsible for Rohit's suicide should be punished. Rohit was targeted and harassed 

in the university as he was a dalit and he was driven to end his life.   As per the supreme court 

judgement in inter caste marriages the deserted women can claim her caste for the children and in the 

incident of Rohit the same thing applies. The speakers said that whatever may be the caste Rohit 

committed suicide because of harassment and the persons responsible for his suicide should be 

punished. 

Felicitations to Bhoomi Putrikalu
ndOn the eve of International Women's Day various organisations organized a meeting on 22  March 

2017 at SVK, Hyderabad on the theme was “Bhoomi Putrikas courageous steps for change”.  Anuradha 

anchored the meeting and the other eminent personalities were Bezawada Wilson, Sathyavathi, 

Ambika, Sandhya, Subadra, Vimala, Vinodini, Vasudha, Sajaya, Shyamala, Bhasha Singh and others. 

The best change agents were identified sector wise and in recognition of their service were honoured. 

The awardees are Sujatha & Damayanthi on domestic violence, Vijaya Laxmi on street children, 

Sultana Begum on muslim women, Rachana on transgender, Neelima for climbing Everest, Renuka on 

polio effected, Baghya Laxmi of DSS on dalit women rights. The remarkable services of the awardees 

were acknowledged and expressed solidarity and asked to continue their services in the same 

manner. 

Dr. B. R Ambedkar's Thoughts: Relevance to Contemporary Indian Society

Dr. BR Ambedkar Memorial Trust on the eve of 126th Birth Anniversary Celebrations of Dr. B.R 

Ambedkar has organized a seminar on “Dr.B. R Ambedkar's Thoughts: Relevance to Contemporary 
thIndian Society” on8  April2017at NTR Auditorium, Telugu 

University, Nampally, Hyderabad. Ghanta Chakrapani, 

Chairman, TSPSC attended as a chief guest and Dr. K. 

Lingaiah, Chairman of Dr BR Ambedkar Memorial Trust 

presided the meeting. Other dignitaries on the dais were Dr. 

Challapalli Swarupa Rani  Professor and Director of Center 

for Buddhist Studies  in Nagarjuna University who spoke 

about “Ambedkar – Perspective of Economics,  Dr. B.M 

Vinod Kumar IFS (Retd) spoke on “Development of 

Backward classes: Ambedkar's Thought”, Dr. S.N. Busi, IRS 

(Rtd) Member Governing Council for Peoples Education Society, Mumbai spoke on  “Dr. BR 

Ambedkar: Formation of Indian Constitution”, Dr. D. Yadayya, Member of Central Committee of All 

India Samatha Sainik Dal spoke on “Ambedkarism – Buddhism” and Jhansi Geddam, National 

Convener  of Dalit  Sthree Sakthi spoke on “Dr. BR Ambedkar-Women Rights”.

Jhansi Geddam addressing on the topic “Dr.BR Ambedkar - Women Rights” said that all the religions 

have discriminated women and denied their rights. In the past two decades, we had a very strong dalit 

movement and slowly it has come to a standstill. She said that whether our beloved brothers accept or 

not in-depth discussions have to be done on the rights of dalit women and on the root causes of all 

forms of oppression. The rights of the women are first oppressed in the family due to multitasking and 

later in the caste, religion and society. Ambedkar looked at the problems of the women with special 

emphasis and gave them the direction to achieve their rights. Ambedkar is just not the representative 
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of the downtrodden, but has given the constitution to the country which is meant for all. Any ideology 

doesn't last long, but Ambedkar's ideology has proved that it will last for long time.   The whole world 

should know about him and his ideology as the only way to build a society without discrimination on 

the lines of caste, class and gender.   We have gathered here to say that “Ambedkar is Everyone's”. She 

said that Ambedkar asked the women to know that they are in a vulnerable situation and the relation 

between wife & husband should be like friends and they need not tolerate any violations and they 

have to get liberated whenever they can't tolerate and needn't cling on to the husband.   He suggested 

that they should change their dressing style and thinking also.Therefore, all Ambedkarites should 

come forward and fight for women liberation.

Athmiya Abhinandana Sabha To Satyam Babu

In the sensational rape and murder of Ayesha Meera the police messed up the entire investigation and 

finally foisted the case on physically handicapped dalit, namely, Satyam Babu, while letting off the real 

culprits.  This has been an open secret and everyone, 

including the parents of the deceased girl detested police 

action.  All organizations fought against the implication of 

innocent while letting of the real culprits.  Finally,on 

appeal, the High Court of A.P./Telangana acquitted Satyam 

Babu and granted Rs 1 lakh towards his court expenses. 

The high court passed strictures on the investigation 

officers and recommended for departmental action on 

them. On this occasion to express solidarity, the 

organizations which have followed up the case from the 

beginning have organized Athmiya Abhinandana Sabha to Satyam Babu on 08.04.2017at Shanthi 

Chakra International Conference hall, Hyderabad. The photo of Ambedkar was garlanded by Jhansi 

Geddam and mother of Satyam Babu. The meeting was presided over by B. Ram Prasad of Mala 

Sankshema Sangam and the other dignitaries on the dais were Jhansi Geddam National Convener of 

Dalit Sthree Sakthi, G. Shankar of SC & ST Welfare Association, Dr Venkateswarlu Ambassador of 

Sneha TV. Ram Prasad briefed the audience on the incident and Satyam Babu shared his experience. 

Jhansi Geddam National Convener of DSS expressed her concern to Satyambabu and his family 

members and lamented at the police and judiciary for the loss of his precious life in Jail for no fault of 

his. The incidents of this kind are very rare and in the past 2 decades this is the only incident. It 

occurred during the period of Congress government and due to the pressure from opposition party 

i.e., Telugu Desam, the government was under pressure for booking someone or the other as accused. 

At this juncture, a twist from fact to fabrication made poor dalit boy Satyam Babu as the scapegoat. In 

the year 2010, the case came for trial in the Mahila Sessions Court, Vijayawada. The leading advocate 

Bojja Tharakam stood on the side of Satyam Babu and argued for him. In his arguments, he proved 

that all the evidences starting from the place of occurrence to Foot Prints, etc are false and fabricated. 

Ultimately the sessions court sentenced Satyam Babu life imprisonment. DSS alongwith other 

people's organizations locked the gates of the court and staged a huge protest against the judgement. 

However, Satyambabu lost 8 years of precious life in jail, suffered mental & physical agony and 

separation from his widowed mother and sister. 
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The High Court judgement acquitting Satyam Babu should be an eye opener to the Government to 

take all necessary precautions to ensure that such foisting of cases on the innocent are not repeated 

again. She concluded her speech saying that the police had thrown to winds the basic principle of the 

criminal justice administration, which says that “let 100 guilty escape, but let not one innocent be 

punished”.

Ambedkar Andarivadu
th

On the occasion of 125  birth anniversary celebrations of Dr BR Ambedkar, Sneha TV conducted 

various discussions with eminent personalities on the theme “Ambedkar Andarivadu”.  On behalf of 

Sneha TV, Dalit Sthree Sakthi organized one such group discussion on 12/4/2017 in the Conference 

hall of DR Br Ambedkar open University, Hyderabad. In this discussion, Jhansi Geddam, Convener and 

Daniel Prakash from Dalit Sthree Sakthi, Prof. Sudharani& Prof Pushpa Chakrapani from DBRAOU, 

Satyavathi from Bhoomika, Dr Siddojirao from Helpdesk, Girija, Gender Consultant, Subadra - writer, 

DSS team members and others have participated. All the speakers have explained in detailed about 

various incidents proving that Ambedkar is Andarivadu. 

Jhansi Geddam chaired the conference and in her presidential address she explained about the 

objective of the program and said that Ambedkar is just not the representative of the downtrodden 

only, but has given the constitution to the country 

which is meant for all.   She reminded Ambedkar's 

quotation “I measure the progress of a community 

by the degree of progress which women have 

achieved”. Hence, we need to measure the progress 

achieved by the dalit women and need to fill the gap 

in development. Recollecting one of Ambedkar's 

speech in a public meeting addressing thousands 

of women he said that the women has to know that 

they are in a vulnerable situation and the relation 

between wife & husband should be like friends and 

they need not tolerate any violations and they have to get liberated. They should change their 

dressing style and thinking also.   Ambedkar has thought for all the women irrespective of caste and 

class and therefore, he brought the Hindu Code Bill.   As all were against it, the bill was not passed and 

dejected over the issue Ambedkar resigned as minister.   It's a best example that Ambedkar has 

fought for all. 

GDV Prakash He observed that it is very disgusting to note that the dalits have to establish that 

Ambedkar fought for all and that he belongs to all.   Ambedkar has never run away from any task and 

challenge; the Indian Constitution has proved that he alone has accomplished the challenging task.   

The constitution is the basic document that lays down the mechanism of functioning of the 

Union/State governments, legislatures and judiciary and entire population of India are governed by 

it.  Hence, it is true that Ambedkar worked for everyone.  He spent all his life for the sake of nation and 

in the process, lost his children & wife.  He never used to think about his family but always thought of 

the country and his last public meetings were meant for all the women. Hence, we all need to accept 

that Ambedkar is for all. 

152 th
12 Annual Report - 2017



Run for Caste Free Society

Shanti Chakra International and Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DICCI) has 
thorganized a Run for Caste Free Society on14  April 

2017 from 6am to 8am on the eve of 126th birth 

anniversary celebrations of Dr. B.R Ambedkar at 

Peoples Plaza, Neckles Road, Hyderabad. For the 

public meeting Bonthu Ram Mohan Mayor of GHMC-

Hyderabad attended as a chief guest and the other 

dignitaries on the dais were Mahendar Reddy, Police 

Commissioner Hyderabad, Narra Ravi Kumar South 

Indian President of DICCI, Jhansi Geddam National 

Convener of DSS, Prof Satyanarayana, team 

members of DICCI and Shanthi Chakra International. All the dignitaries have applauded for 

organizing this programme continuously every year and have felt that there is every need to build a 

caste free society.  Everyone felt the need to take forward this movement. All have pledged to build a 

caste free society.   

Jhansi Geddam, National Convener of Dalit Sthree Sakthi speaking on the occasion has said that UNO 

has recognized Dr.BR Ambedkar as “Vishwa Vignan Divas” which means greatest literate in the world.   

As his successors, we have to make our country free from discrimination on the lines of caste, class 

and gender.   Youth are the backbone of the country; therefore, the youth have to bring a change in the 

society and build the nation as desired by Ambedkar. Later the run was flagged off by the city mayor. 

Youth participated in hundreds in the run which continued until Ambedkar statue.  

Save Dharna Chowk

All likeminded organizations have formed as a joint action committee to launch an agitation to save 

Dharna Chowk at Indira Park. The government of Telangana has decided to change the Dharna Chowk 

from Indira Park which was there since many decades, to the outskirts of the city as they felt that it has 

become a nuisance in the heart of the city. Therefore, relay hunger strikes have been organized by 
th th 

various organizations from April 16  to May 15 at Makhdum Bhavan, Hyderabad. 

As part of the continuous agitation, on 28 April 2017 relay hunger strike was organized by all the dalit 

organizations at the same venue. Heads of various dalit organizations including the Telangana state 

coordinator and Hyderabad district coordinator of Dalit Sthree Sakthi have participated and 

demanded the government to withdraw its decision of changing the Dharna Chowk.

Damodar Sanjeevaiah Memorial Meeting

The first dalit chief minister of Andhra Pradesh Damodar Sanjeevaiah's memorial meeting was held 
th

on 7  May 2017 at Conference hall, Ravindra Bharathi, Hyderabad by retired IAS officers belonging to 

Scheduled Castes. Sri K. Rama Swamy, Retd. Judge of Supreme Court was the chief guest and the 

dignitaries on the dais were Gopala Rao IAS, Danam IAS, Dasari Srinivasulu IAS, Dr. D Prasad Rao 

famous Cardiologist, Dr Lingaiah, Former MLA and Chairman of Ambedkar Memorial Trust, 

Mallepalli Lakshmaiah and IVR Krishna Rao, IAS former chief secretary of AP. All the dignitaries on the 

dais and of the dais paid floral tributes at the photo of Damodar Sanjeevaiah and the meeting was 

presided over by G. Vinod former minister. 
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G. Vinod in his presidential address shared about his father's closeness with Damodaram 

Sanjeevaiah. Later Sri Lingaiah spoke about Sanjeevaiah and said that he is greatest person with 

commitment. He lived as an ordinary person, with high ideals.  He never compromised on issues of 

people.  All the speakers recollected valuable contributions of  Damodaram Sanjeevaiah as the first 

dalit chief minister and as the president of All India Congress Committee. They requested the 

Ambedkarites and the youth to follow the footsteps of Sanjeevaiah and there is every need to live a 

committed, simple and pious life like him. Jhansi Geddam, GDV Prakash and Coordinators of Dalit 

Sthree Sakthi attended the meeting and paid tributes to Sri Damodaram Sanjevaiah.       

Book Release on Bojja Tharakam's Writings:

Bojja Tharakam Trust, Dr B R Ambedkar Memorial Trust and Hyderabad Book Trust jointly organised 

a meeting on 27/6/2017 at NTR Auditorium, Nampalli Public Gardens, Hyderabad, to release the 

book containing Late Sri. Tarakam's writings. Sri Kaki Madhava Rao IAS, Rtd Chief Secretary presided 

over the meeting and other dignitaries on the dais were Sri Varavara Rao, Prof Visveswara Rao, Prof 

Narasimha Reddy, Journalist, Akhileswari and Dr Lingaiah. Dr Naga Varma family member of Bojja 

Tharakam detailed about the registration of Bojja Tharakam's trust, members and aim of the trust.  

All the dignitaries on the dais spoke about Tharakam's thoughts, his leadership of various dalit and 

democratic movements, various violence cases he dealt with, his lifelong dedicated service to the 

poorest of the poor. 

Dr Lingaiah, President of Ambedkar Memorial Trust released the book “Nalupu Sampadakeeyalu” 

and Journalist Akhileswari released the book “Nalupu Vyasalu”. These books are compilation of all the 

writings of Late Sri.Tharakam. Dalit Sthree Sakthi Telangana Coordinator Bhagya Laxmi, State 

Women Collective Member Kalpana and Cultural Team members attended the meeting and sung 

Ambedkar songs.      

Campaign towards Zero Discrimination in School Education

The consultation on “Campaign towards Zero Discrimination in School Education” was held at 
th

Deputy Speaker Hall in Constitution Club, New Delhi on 10  August 2017. The first session was 

chaired by Sri Ramesh Nathan, General Secretary of NDMJ and he presented a brief note on the 

background and the need for the guidelines to curtail discrimination in educational institutions. The 

dignitaries on the dais were Ambarish Rai, Annie Namala and PS Krishnan. Speakers focused on the 

common school system, the four-fold social expulsion in the form of Regular Government Schools, 

Kendriya Vidhyalayas, Navodayas and the private schools. PS Krishnan said that the situation of the 

dalits is very appalling and they are forced to do menial jobs such as manual scavenging.  There is 

malnutrition, infant mortality, high illiteracy and each incident has to be addressed separately.   He 

appealed that one needs to think in on the lines of Jyothi Bai Phule and Savitribai Phule to promote 

education. 
nd

The 2  session on “Challenges and Strategies” was chaired by Alka Singh and presentations were 
rdmade by Manikanta, Beena and Judit followed by the 3  session on “Discrimination in Schools: 

thRealities” chaired by Annie Namala. The 4  session held after lunch on “Promoting Social Inclusion in 

Schools: Sharing the Experiences of CSOs” was chaired by Satish Samuel. In this session Daniel Vijay 

Prakash, National Programme Manager of DSS has shared an experience, where the non-dalit 

children stopped coming to school when the cooking of the mid-day-meal was by Dalits.  He explained 
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the steps taken to overcome the challenge. He also said that we need to closely observe the trends of 

the government and corner their moves to lessen our challenges in bringing the guidelines for 

eradicating discrimination in educational institutions. He shared about the lack of minimum facilities 

like drinking water, toilets, sufficient class rooms and dilapidated buildings etc are the chief problems 

and the lack of these infrastructure is the main discrimination in government schools. In the next 

session, participants discussed on the draft and the consultation was concluded with vote of thanks 

by Ms Abhirami of NDMJ.                     

Bojja Tharakam Memorial Meeting
th

Sri Bojja Tharakam's memorial meeting was held on 16  September 2017 at Press Club, Hyderabad. 

The conference was presided over by Sri Kaki Madhava Rao IAS., and the other dignitaries on the dais 

were Prof Hara Gopal (Rtd), Anjaiah General Secretary-RPI, B. Punnaiah and Jhansi Geddam from 

DSS. Floral tributes were paid at Tharakam's photo by his family members and dignitaries. Sri Kaki 

Madhava Rao shared his experiences with Sri Tharakam and said that he was a great fighter with 

dedication and commitment towards the community. Jhansi Geddam said that Tharakam's death is a 

great loss to DSS, as well as to the dalit movement and it could be very clearly felt in recent incidents 

like Garagaparru, Peddapalli etc. Tharakam's presence in these incidents would have made a great 

difference. The dalit movement is lacking proper leadership and a leader to shoulder the mantle. 

Everyone says, lack of economic resources is the reason for failure, but Tharakam never used to think 

or talk about economic resources. He used to relay on the community, mass movement and mass 

organizations to build a constructive and continuous movement which could be seen in the Laximpet 

massacre. Sri Tharakam is known for his honesty and always used to say that honesty and 

commitment are much important for the success of any movement. The writings of Sri Tharakam 

were printed in the form of a book and was released on this occasion. 
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Impact

Ø Dalit Sthree Sakthi has successfully achieved its aimsamidst all odds such as horror created 

in the society by caste and religious forces  

Ø DSS has succeeded in sensitizing various platforms on the inequality faced by dalit girl 

children

Ø All the stakeholders sensitized on the various forms of discrimination faced by dalit children 

in the educational institutions and are striving for its eradication

Ø 6500 youth in the government institutions are aware of the vicious culture, the unhealthy 

developments in the society and best practises  

Ø The Dalit Women Platform has further strengthened and consolidated against all odds in this 
th

12  year of its journey and has successfully organized its National & District Annual 

Conferences. The annual conferences have boosted the morale of the team members, women 

collective leaders. The team and the volunteers with the increased confidence levels are 

carrying the mantle on their shoulders

Ø Acts/Laws translated and printed in local language have become handy and used as a 

weapon by the cadre and are questioning the violations by the duty bearers 10,000 Dalit 

Women Leaders spread over 2400 villages across both the Telugu states have consolidated 

and are discharging their duties ofself-governance 

Ø DSS has intensified its interventions on Discrimination in Educational Institutions & 

Domestic Violence and has voiced out the issue through RTCs on both the thematic areas 

separately, thus has succeeded in convincing all the stakeholders including the larger civil 

society on the gravity of the issue and the need for eradication.

Ø During the year, DSS has organized 4 Round Table Conferences on different thematic areas 

wherein 90 incidents of inter & intra community violence and 10 incidents of discrimination 

& violations in education institutions have been presented before the jury consisting of 2 

judges, a total of 13 state level officials from the concerned departments, 3 from the 

Commissions, 26 intellectuals/academicians, 15 members representing network partners, 6 

editorsfrom media  amongst more than 1000 from the community, print and electronic 

media. The RTCs have hit the headlines and special documentaries telecasted in the news & 

local channels. Most of the issues have been resolved and the duty bearers have been 

sensitized towards the issues. The victims and witnesses have gained confidence to with 

stand against all challenges. 

Ø 350 Dalit Male Youth imparted with gender concepts are sensitized towards equality.

Ø During the year the conditions in 137Anganwadi centres, 102 government schools and 52 

social welfare hostels have been improved and 5000 dalit children are benefited.

Ø A total of 116 inter & intra community cases have been addressed and are being continuously 

followed up. Apart from these cases 56 incidents of Domestic Violence has been taken up, 
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counselled and are staying together. The victims have received compensation totalling to Rs 

1,08,55,000/-

Ø 35 dalit families have been rehabilitated under SCSP/TSP and have received a subsidy of Rs 

1,02,55,607/-

Ø The victims have been provided work through NREGA, 4 victims have been placed in homes, 

3 victims have been joined in residential schools.  

th
Ø Detailed Annual Report being printed continuously for the 12  year could speak about the 

dalit women and girl children’s movement, documentation of the history in both the Telugu 

states and is also useful for many research scholars.

Ø Movement with commitment, clarity, sincerity, transparencyand involvement of all the 

sectors including the media has resulted in visibility and acceptance of larger civil society, 

non-dalit community, intellectuals, officials etc. 

Ø The credibility and relentless services of DSS have been recognized by an International 

University and a Doctorate has been awarded to Jhansi Geddam the chief functionary.
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